
 ***************FINAL************** 

 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF FINANCE 

ANNUAL BUDGET COMMENT OPEN FORUM 

March 24, 2018 

 

The Board of Finance Annual Budget Comment Open Forum for Fairfield residents, taxpayers or 

electors was held at 9:30 am on Saturday, March 24, 2018 at Fairfield Ludlowe High School’s 

Auditorium, 785 Unquowa Road.  

 

Members of the Board of Finance (BOS May Appear Ex Officio) 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Becker, James Brown-Vice Chair, Christopher DeWitt, 

Thomas Flynn-Chairman, Sheila Marmion, John Mitola, James Walsh, Elizabeth Zezima 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mary LeClerc 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chairman Flynn called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. Chairman Flynn explained the public 

comment process to those in attendance and welcomed the public. He asked them to keep their 

comments to two minutes. 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

III. To Hear Budget Comments 

Phil Dwyer, 2607 Congress Street-He thanked the BOF for its work and hopes members support 

the budget. 

 

Bud Morten, 290 Sasco Hill Road-He thanked the BOF for serving. He said the State of 

Connecticut faces a crisis and the BOE doesn’t understand the challenges we face. 

 

Gordon Mackenzie, 11 Palmer Bridge-He said there are many downward trends that drive 

property taxes up and factors that are particularly affecting seniors. The BOE budget should be 

cut to no more than a 2% increase. 

 

David Mackenzie, 505 Merwins Lane-He said only 30% of residents have families in school and 

the BOE spending is out of control and it is irresponsible to increase. He said cuts should be 

made in overhead. He also said enrollment is down and the remaining 70% of residents are 

moving to a more tax-friendly environment. 

 

Aidan Guernsey, 241 Brookside Drive-He wants to be a scientist and said the science program 

is critical. He said libraries are a safe place for him and his friends to go after school. 

 

Jennifer Barahona, 74 Cardinal Street-She supports the library and BOE budgets and asked the 

BOF to please pass those budgets. She said teachers across the country are underpaid and 

nothing is more important than our students and education. She said most residents have had 

students in the school system at one time. 

 



Tina Rembish, 3425 Park Avenue-She thanked the BOF for its time and service. She said costs 

for children with disabilities are expensive and we need more money for the budget not less. 

 

Rena Paris, 461 Morehouse Highway-She moved here because of the school system. She said 

the library is a great resource and is enriching and innovative. 

 

Alex Ressi, 630 Shrub Oak Lane-He moved here because of the school system. He said Fairfield 

is a wonderful community and we should invest in education. 

 

Urb Leimkuhler, 83 Spruce Street-He thanked the BOF for its service to the town. He said 

Fairfield should be made more affordable to live in for seniors. He said seniors represent  

15-20% of the population although only a small portion of the budget goes to seniors and the 

BOS/BOF discussion on seniors was minimal. He said he feels that many seniors feel 

unimportant. 

 

Kelly McWhinnie, 947 Church Hill Road-She thanked the BOF for its service. She said teachers 

do so much with so little. She asked to please support the BOE budget as presented. She would 

like to see a more robust senior budget. She doesn’t like to see seniors pitted against children 

and would like this conversation to stop. 

 

Suzee Meehan, 421 Lalley Blvd.-She thanked the BOF, Dr. Jones and the BOE for their work. 

She said we are behind other school districts in Fairfield County and would like the BOF to 

support the school budget. 

 

Resident, Alberta Street-She said she moved to Fairfield for the schools. She said families spend 

a lot of money in town and it is disrespectful to say people with children are a burden on 

society. 

 

John Levinson, 883 Harbor Road-He thanked the department heads and Mr. Tetreau for running 

the town efficiently and doing more with less. He said the BOE budget continues to go up. He 

said he is an advocate for education and in order to boost teachers’ pay, the BOE should reduce 

spending in other areas. He said he has faith in Dr. Jones. 

 

Trisha Pytko, 114 Castle Avenue-She said she advocates for the BOE budget and she is open to 

questions before the final vote. 

 

Nancy Legare, 245 Unquowa Road-She said she supports the system and said we are not being 

pitted against each other. She said we have to come together for all. She said we need a better 

transportation system in town. She thanked the BOF for its service. 

 

Suzanne Miska, 123 Ryegate Road-She said the budget is tight and something has to give. Her 

concern on the town-side is maintaining the roads and paving.  

Her concern on the education side is adding people. She said the PTA can help and there has to 

be a balance. She said the superintendent has tried hard. 

 

John Santa, 33 Chester Place-He said he is not sure more money means better schools. He said 

money goes up and the population goes down. He said we need to work toward a more robust 



and effective dialogue between the BOE/BOF/BOS. He and his wife thanked the BOF for its 

service. He said he will volunteer to work together. 

 

Lisa Havey, 216 Longview Avenue-She said the PTA doesn’t fund schools; the PTAs are 

advocates for the schools. She said the superintendent proposes a budget and it’s up to the town 

to bring it to fruition.  

 

Mr. Flynn said the BOF spends a lot of time with the Police and Fire Departments discussing 

school safety. He said these departments work to prevent incidents before they happen. Mr. 

Flynn said public safety has done a good job and made significant measures to do so and the 

town has employed very good people.   

 

Diana Sisler, 338 Bennett Street-She said mental health and guns are the problem. 

 

Duncan Banfield, 208 South Benson Road-He said the library continues to bring services to all 

citizens and asked the Board to please support the budget as presented. 

 

Jen Maxon-Kennelly, 117 Edgewood Place-She said education is an investment; we have 

students with significant needs and teachers are not getting rich compensation. 

 

Mr. Flynn said the paving budget has been reduced. He said Fire, DPW and the Library made 

cuts in their budgets and the town is using some of that savings to offset taxes. Mr. Flynn said 

he would like to see the Town invest more in some services, but when times are tough the 

services get pushed back. 

 

John Convertito, 62 Oyster Road-He said the crowd is smaller at this year’s public budget 

comment session. He said it’s not about maintaining, but about improving. He thanked the BOF 

for its service. 

 

Loretta Jay, 116 Rolling Ridge Road-She encouraged the BOF to support the budget.  She said 

by providing a little more investment in services we are preventing a larger cost in the future. 

 

Trudi Durrell, 64 Woodcrest Road-She encouraged the BOF to accept the BOE budget as 

presented. PTAs support the BOE they do not provide the budget. 

 

Kelly Glaze-Capuano, 1006 Valley Road-She said she purchased her home because she got the 

most value for the dollar. She said she stayed in Fairfield because of the special education her 

children receive. She said she noticed support services decreased although special needs 

children increased. She thanked the BOF for its time and dedication.  

 

Kevin Lennon, 51 Daves Lane-He thanked the BOF for its time and hopes members support the 

education budget.  He said the schools are fantastic. 

 

Jessica Gerber, 25 Shady Hill Road-She said she hopes the BOF supports the education budget 

and asked members to take the time to see the vital CLC programs at the schools. 

 



Frank Sahagian, 20 Chelsea Street-He urges the modest BOE budget increase to pass. He said 

all neighboring towns have increases. He said teachers’ pay is not competitive with neighboring 

towns. 

 

Peter Ruppert, 180 Warwick Avenue-He thanked the BOF for its service to the town and 

supports the BOE budget. 

 

Ben Holley, 188 Nichols Street-He said his children are thriving in Fairfield’s schools and he 

said he supports the BOE budget. 

 

Christine Vitale, 254 Verna Hill Road-She said her children receive special education services 

and she supports the budget. 

 

Board of Finance Comments: 

Chairman Flynn gave background on the budget process and thanked everyone for coming out. 

 

Elizabeth Zezima thanked everyone for commenting. She said she understands both the BOE 

and seniors’ points of view. She said the Town knows how to invest and the Town needs to 

emphasize and focus on the investments that keep people coming here. She named schools and 

one of the best senior tax rates as two examples. 

 

Sheila Marmion said she is fortunate to have diversity in Town. She thanked the department 

heads, BOS and BOF. She said she believes the budget is reasonable and can support it. She 

said she believes in investing in schools and the town, and balance taxes with services. 

 

John Mitola thanked everyone for coming. He said the school system is a great value and it is 

important to maintain. He said since 2010, the population has decreased and the budget 

increased 3%. He said people are moving to Fairfield because of its services. He said it will hurt 

property values if Town bodies don’t continue to invest in the Town. He said the fund balance is 

good. He said the budget is a balancing act based on priorities.  

 

David Becker said these are very difficult times for both the Town and BOE. He said budgets, 

bonding and every department is tight.  He said the Town has to make sure it provides  

necessary funding.  He said he will weigh everything he’s heard today and help move the Town 

forward in the best direction for everyone. 

 

James Brown thanked everyone for attending. He said he moved to Fairfield because of the 

school system. He said the Town has invested appropriately and will continue to do so. He said 

the state cuts leave unfunded mandates. He said some businesses and people are moving out of 

state. He thanked the Tetreau administration and department heads. 

 

Christopher DeWitt said schools, the library, fire, police, paving, and snow and tree removal are 

all important. He said the public’s comments are greatly appreciated. He told the public to 

remember that the BOF has to consider all pieces when voting. 

 

James Walsh said the budget is a balancing act. He said it has been an extremely challenging 

year because the Town lost $1.8m annually due to GE’s move and SHU which bought the 

property does not have to pay taxes to the Town.  



Mr. Walsh said he hopes for change in state leadership. He said thanks to the Governor, 

Fairfield lost state aid which is money the Town has to make up for. He said some businesses 

are leaving the state and the state needs to become a business-friendly state. He said he is glad to 

hear the speakers say that their kids are getting a great education and he wants that to continue. 

He said test scores show our kids are thriving. He said he is concerned for the town-side budget 

in regards to basic services residents expect to receive. Mr. Walsh said DPW is waiting to pave 

until it evaluates storm damage. Although the Town funds paving, money may run out. Mr. 

Walsh said he is concerned too much is being cut from the Town-side if town bodies do not 

properly fund the Town-side. 

 

Chairman Flynn thanked the public and his colleagues. He said he is concerned that every year 

the Town has increased education funding, it continues to go up. He said the Town needs to 

keep seniors in town; they make it special, not just economically. He said teachers are not paid 

what they are worth.  He thanked the public for all their comments and said he is impressed on 

how well informed citizens are. 

 

IV. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 11:37 am.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary 

 

 
 


