
**********FINAL*********** 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 4, 2018 

 

The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of Finance was held on Tuesday, September 4, 2018, 

at 7:30 p.m. at the Board of Education Administrative Offices, Seminar Room 295A&B, 501 

Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Becker, James Brown-Vice Chair, Christopher DeWitt, 

Thomas Flynn-Chair, Mary LeClerc-Secretary, John Mitola, James Walsh (7:43), Elizabeth 

Zezima 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Sheila Marmion 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  Caitlin Bosse-Comptroller, Chris Lyddy-Deputy Police Chief, Robert 

Mayer-Chief Financial Officer, Jeff Peterson-Board of Education Member, Genny Reilly, 

FairTV 

 

 Mr. Flynn called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 Ms. LeClerc led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Mr. Flynn reviewed the agenda. 

 

1.  To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of  

Selectmen: WHEREAS, the Fairfield Police Department has completed a two year trial 

deployment of twelve Body-Worn Cameras and their use and functionality has been well 

received by the officers who participated in the test program; and WHEREAS, Public 

Acts 15-4 and 17-225 has authorized the State of Connecticut Office of Policy and 

Management (OPM) to reimburse municipalities for one hundred percent of the costs 

associated with the purchase of Body-Worn Cameras, In-Car Video, and related 

equipment and storage; and WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town of Fairfield 

to expend $749,724 to purchase Body-Worn cameras, In-Car Video, and related 

equipment and storage for the Fairfield Police Department, $742,224 of said purchase 

costs to be funded by a Body-Worn Recording Equipment (BWRE) Reimbursement 

Grant as administered by OPM and $7500 to be funded by a rebate from the vendor; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman, be 

and hereby is authorized to accept in the name of and on behalf of the Town of Fairfield a 

$742,224 Body-Worn Recording Equipment (BWRE) Reimbursement Grant from the 

Office of Policy and Management (OPM); and FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First 

Selectman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town of Fairfield, to sign and execute 

any and all necessary documents to secure said grant; and FURTHER RESOLVED, that 

$749,724 is hereby appropriated to fund said purchases.  

 

Ms. LeClerc motioned to approve the item. Mr. DeWitt seconded the motion. 
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Deputy Chief Chris Lyddy presented the item. He said there are three components to the 100% 

reimbursable grant—the first is 80 body worn cameras. He said the cameras have five-year 

warranties and he has devised a three-year replacement plan. Deputy Chief Lyddy said the 

second and most significant component is car cameras. He said the Police Department will 

purchase the same type of equipment the State Police uses and the Police Department has 

developed a ten-year replacement plan. Deputy Chief Lyddy said the last component is storage. 

He stated that OPM will only pay for one year of cloud storage and that the grant allows for  

in-house storage which is the option the Town is preparing.  This saves money over time.  

 

Deputy Chief Lyddy said the initial two-year body camera program has been very well received 

and the majority of police officers support it. He said body camera usage has nationally reduced 

litigation.  Deputy Chief Lyddy stated that the information will follow standard retention 

guidelines and the normal rule of evidence.  He said the Fairfield Police Department follow the 

procedure statute modeled after the State Police policy.  He expressed concern that legislation 

may soon mandate camera usage and if the Town waits it may have to pay for the cameras in the 

future. 

 

Public comment – none.  

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

2.  To hear, consider and act upon a request from the Chief Fiscal Officer to transfer:  

$804,410 from General Fund Contingency (01002010-58010) to various accounts per the 

attached schedule in FY 18 for open contracts; and $78,918 from WPCA Contingency 

(13013010-58010) to various WPCA accounts per the attached schedule in FY 18 for 

open contracts. 

 

CFO Robert Mayer reviewed the item and briefly discussed account balances and contracts. 

Comptroller Caitlin Bosse discussed the contingency account and last fiscal year’s budgeting.  

Mr. Mayer summarized the quarterly review results which he said were more favorable this year. 

He noted savings in vacancies and in the Human Resources, Tax Collector and Public Works 

departments.   

 

Ms. LeClerc motioned to approve the item.  Mr. DeWitt seconded the motion. 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

3.  To Approve the Minutes of:   March 14, 2018  April 3, 2018 

March 15, 2018 May 10, 2018 

March 24, 2018 May 15, 2018 

March 29, 2018 June 7, 2018 

 

Mr. DeWitt motioned to approve the item.  Mr. Mitola seconded the motion. 
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All were in favor of March 14, 2018 Minutes. 

Ms. LeClerc abstained from March 15, 2018 Minutes. 

Ms. LeClerc abstained from March 24, 2018 Minutes. 

All were in favor of March 29, 2018 Minutes. 

All were in favor of April 3, 2018 Minutes. 

All were in favor of May 10, 2018 Minutes. 

Mr. DeWitt abstained from May 15, 2018 Minutes. 

Mr. Mitola abstained from June 7, Minutes. 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

4. To Hear, Consider and Act Upon Any Communications – none. 

Mr. Flynn stated that he met with the H. Smith Richardson Clubhouse Building Committee and 

that he had forwarded pictures of the project to the Board of Finance. He said the rebuild cost is 

more than originally estimated and the Committee will have a better number in 30-60 days. Mr. 

Flynn said that the number will be included in the Capital Plan Workshop packet. He requested 

the BOF clerks arrange a meeting and a tour at H. Smith Richardson for the Board of Finance 

members. Mr. Walsh said the number is 50% higher than the highest estimated cost option. Mr. 

Mayer explained how the estimates are compiled.  

 

Mr. Flynn said the Capital Plan Workshop has been moved from Tuesday, September 18, 2018 

to Monday, September 17, 2018. The Board of Finance would like a larger venue for this 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Flynn said he has received communications on both the Fairfield Warde athletic field and the 

distribution of Chrome Books to public school students; both of which will be discussed at a 

future meeting. 

 

BOE liaison to the BOF Jeff Peterson addressed the Chrome Books issue. He said there was a 

change over the summer and that the original plan was to roll the books out as aids, but the 

teachers pushed back. The Board of Education has many questions for BOE Administration. He 

said the feedback was not as detailed as some parents would have liked. Mr. Mitola said many of 

the BOE members were unaware of the change and were concerned and that they knew the 

books were coming out, but not that they were coming home with students. Some BOF members 

said the BOF was under-informed as to where the money was coming from if it wasn’t budgeted.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Zezima moved to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:40 p.m. Mr. Mitola seconded the motion which carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sheila Tesei 

Recording Secretary  


