
**********FINAL*********** 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

MEETING MINUTES 

January 2, 2018 

 

The Monthly Meeting of the Board of Finance was held on Tuesday, January 2, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. 

at the Board of Education Administrative Offices, Seminar Room 295A&B, 501 Kings Highway 

East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Becker, James Brown-Vice Chair, Christopher DeWitt, Mary 

LeClerc-Secretary, Sheila Marmion, John Mitola, James Walsh (7:41 p.m.), Elizabeth Zezima 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Thomas Flynn-Chair 

 

ALSO PRESENT:  James Harman, William Hurley, Teresa Giegengack, Robert Mayer, FairTV 

 

Mr. Brown called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 

 

Mr. Becker led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

1. To Approve the Minutes of December 5, 2017 

Mr. DeWitt motioned to approve the minutes of December 5, 2017.  Mr. Mitola seconded the 

motion. 

 

Ms. Zezima said the October 3, 2017 minutes were correct as recorded in regards to Item 8’s vote of 

2, not 3, nays bcs. Ms. Zezima left the October 3, 2017 meeting early and before Item 8 was taken 

up. Therefore, she would like to amend the minutes of December 5, 2017 to accurately reflect 

anywhere in those minutes that she was not present during the Item 8 Sense of the Body Resolution 

vote and therefore there were only 2 nays against that resolution, not 3 nays. 

 

Ms. Zezima motioned to amend the minutes of December 5, 2017 to accurately reflect 

anywhere in those minutes that she was not present during the Item 8 Sense of the Body 

Resolution vote and therefore there were only 2 nays against that resolution, not 3 nays. 

 

Ms. Marmion seconded the amendment which passed unanimously, 7-0. The main motion, as 

amended, passed unanimously 7-0 (Mr. Walsh had not yet arrived to the meeting). 

 

2. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of  

Selectmen: 

WHEREAS, as part of the Senior Center Five Year Bus Replacement Plan, it is in the best 

interest of the Town of Fairfield to expend up to $63,000 to purchase a wheelchair-accessible 

motor vehicle to improve mobility for seniors and individuals with disabilities, $48,000 of said 

purchase to be funded by a Traditional 5310 Capital Senior Bus Grant under Section 5310 of the 

Federal Transit Act’s Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program as 

administered by the State of Connecticut;  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman, be and 

hereby is authorized to accept in the name of and on behalf of  the  Town  of  Fairfield  a 

Traditional 5310 Capital Senior Bus Grant in the amount of $48,000; and 
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FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town 

of Fairfield, to sign and execute any and all necessary documents to secure said grant; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that up to $63,000 is hereby appropriated to fund said purchase. 

 

Mr. DeWitt motioned to approve the item.  Ms. Zezima seconded the motion. 

 

Human and Social Services Director Terry Giegengack discussed the grant. She said the $15,000 

difference will come out of the Bigelow Center’s donation account. Mr. Mayer assured the BOF 

that the money will come out of the donation account. He said there are no tax implications.  

 

Ms. Giegengack said the DPW garage informed her that this type of van is preferred and is more 

reliable and efficient and less costly and timely to repair. Mr. Walsh suggested the next bus be 

electric. Ms. Giegengack said the Bigelow Center did not look at acquiring an electric vehicle, but 

will research that and get back to Mr. Mayer. Mr. Mayer said asking for an electric vehicle can be 

included in the bid proposal. Ms. Giegengack said the oldest bus will be sold and the next oldest bus 

will be put in reserve. Mr. Walsh would like the money from the trade-in to go back into the 

donation account. Mr. Mayer said this money would typically go into the General Fund. Ms. 

Giegengack said The Friends account is separate from the donation account. 

 

Public comment – none. 

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

3. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen: 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town of Fairfield to expend a total of $13,000 for a 

project entitled Fairfield Harbor Management Plan Update and Amend, $6500 of said project 

costs to be funded by a Small Harbor Improvement Projects Program (SHIPP) Grant as 

administered by the Connecticut Port Authority (CPA); 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau, First Selectman, be and 

hereby is authorized to accept in the name of and on behalf of the Town of  Fairfield a Small 

Harbor Improvement Projects Program (SHIPP) Grant from the Connecticut Port Authority 

(CPA) in the amount of $6,500; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town 

of Fairfield, to sign and execute any and all necessary documents to secure said grant; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that $13,000 is hereby appropriated to fund said project. 

 

Ms. LeClerc motioned to approve the item.  Ms. Marmion seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Harman and Mr. Hurley discussed the grant. Mr. Hurley said only half of the original request 

was received.  Mr. Hurley said the Town will pay half and that the other half will come from the 

Southport Harbor Management Account, 26130. The money from this account comes from mooring 

fees and will pay for general harbor repair. Money from this account will also be used to update and 

amend the Fairfield Harbor Management Plan which has not been revised since it was initially 

adopted in 1995.  

 

Public comment – none. 



Board of Finance           Regular Monthly Meeting  

January 2, 2018                       Page 3 

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

4. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen: 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Town of Fairfield to expend $277,478.20 for a project 

entitled Southport Harbor – Boat Launch Reconstruction, $266,000 of said project costs to be 

funded by a Small Harbor Improvement Projects Program (SHIPP) Grant as administered by the 

Connecticut Port Authority (CPA); 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Michael C. Tetreau,  First Selectman, be and 

hereby is authorized to accept in the name of and on behalf of  the  Town  of  Fairfield  a 

Small Harbor Improvement Projects Program (SHIPP) Grant from the Connecticut Port 

Authority (CPA) in the amount of $266,000; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the First Selectman is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town 

of Fairfield, to sign and execute any and all necessary documents to secure said grant; and 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that $277,478.20 is hereby appropriated to fund said project. 

 

Ms. LeClerc motioned to approve the item.  Mr. DeWitt seconded the motion. 

 

Mr. Harman and Mr. Hurley presented the item. Mr. Hurley said this grant will allow the Town to 

complete a project that the Town has been working on for over ten years at Ye Old Yacht Yard. Mr. 

Hurley said a permit has been obtained to dredge 3’-6’ to make the dinghy and mooring docks 

usable. Mr. Hurley said the decision was made in the original Harbor Management Plan in 2004 to 

bring in the Army Corps of Engineers.  Therefore, the launch, moorings and Ye Old Yacht Yard 

permits are available to State residents since State money was used. Mr. Hurley said the $11,000 

was originally appropriated to make improvements at Ye Old Yacht Yard years ago. Mr. Hurley 

said the dredging project involves removing some contaminated material. He said there is no 

liability for the town if the permit conditions are followed and any remaining funds will be returned 

to the State. Mr. DeWitt recommends going forward to make the math work in the actual resolution.   

 

Public comment – none.  

 

The motion carried unanimously, 8-0. 

 

5. To Hear, Consider and Act Upon Any Communications – none. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Ms. Zezima moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:16 p.m. Ms. Marmion seconded the motion which carried unanimously,  

8-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Recording Secretary  

Sheila Tesei 


