
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 8, 2020 

 

 
The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on 

January 8, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room of the Old Town Hall in 

Fairfield.  

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Nancy Lyons; Helene Daly; Sheila 

Dravis; Joanne Romano-Csonka 

 

ALSO:  Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; 

Carrie Makover; Jan Reber; Members of the public 

 

Welcome/Introductions: Sheila Dravis, Helene Daly and Joanne Romano-Csonka were 

introduced as new Committee members. 

 

Minutes: Minutes of the meetings of November 13, 2019 and December 11, 2019 were 

approved. 

 

AHC Meeting Schedule and Election of Officers 

 

The meeting schedule for 2020 was approved as amended. Mr. Grathwohl was elected 

chair and Ms. Sammarco vice chair for the 2020 year. Mr. Barnhart will distribute a new 

list of members’ names, phone numbers and emails to AHC members. 

 

Discussion/Action regarding 15-21 Beaconview Drive 

 

This proposed development has been resubmitted with 20 units. Mr. Barnhart said there 

would be a public hearing on January 28, 2020. Mr. Grathwohl said the original 

comments submitted by the AHC to the TPZ were still applicable. Ms. Sammarco 

complemented Ms. Gallo on the quality and content of the video produced by neighbors 

documenting the problems they see with the proposal. The Fairfield Housing Authority’s 

Pine Tree Lane development was cited as an example of good design and a development 

that is viewed as being compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. Barnhart 

stated that the AHC is advisory only and has no regulatory authority in this matter.  He 

suggested that those attending submit their comments and concerns to the TPZ. 

 

Commission members expressed concerns that the applicant was not experienced in the 

development or management of 8-30g affordable units and that it would be difficult to be 

sure the management is in compliance with the law.   

 

Mr. Barnhart asked Commissioners to forward any other comments they have on the 

project to him. 



 

Discussion/Action regarding 78 Unquowa Place 

 
Mr. Barnhart asked the Commissioners to submit any additional comments they may 

have on this project to him to be included in a letter to TPZ. 

 

Update on the Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that as of December 31, 2019 the fund had a balance of $673,800. He 

said that he would follow up with Carla Miklos of Operation Hope to discuss potential 

use of the funds. The Commissioners discussed having some guidelines on use of the 

funds available in time for the presentation of the Annual Report to the RTM. 

 

Update on Community Development Block Grant Program 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that the Town of Fairfield receives federal funds under the Community 

Development Block Grant Program.  At present, the Town receives approximately 

$500,000 annually under the CDBG program. HUD requires that communities prepare a 

5-year consolidated plan to identify priority housing and community development needs 

to be funded under the CDBG program. He suggested that the AHC conduct a housing 

needs workshop at their February meeting, as has been done in previous years. The 

suggestion was accepted.  

 

Other Business 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that the TPZ would be hosting workshops to prepare an update to the 

Town’s Plan of Conservation Development (POCD). Mr. Barnhart said that he would 

send out additional information on the workshops, including dates and times, and he 

hoped members would attend. 

 

Mr. Barnhart is still pursuing grant funding for an update to the Town’s Affordable 

Housing Plan.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 

 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 12, 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 


