
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on 

September 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room, Old Town Hall. 

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Walter Donne; Vikki Cooper; 

Nancy Lyons; Gerry Stuhlman 

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Carrie Makover; Jan Reber 

 

Minutes: The minutes of July 17, 2019 were approved. 

 

 

Proposed Amendment to Authorize a Fee in Lieu of Payment-Status 

 

The P & Z recently held a hearing on a proposed amendment to the stipulated agreement 

reached with the developer of the Westway units. Mr. Barnhart provided testimony as to 

how other communities handle this question of providing affordable housing. After 

discussion with the TPZ, Atty. Rizzio withdrew the application. Commissioners agreed 

that the preference of the AHC is to see that affordable units are created on site. They 

acknowledged that the ownership units present some unique challenges as far as 

inclusionary zoning regulations are concerned.   

 

Proposed Development, 980 High Street 

 

Mr. Reber said that an application had been filed with TPZ; however; the application is 

still pending before the Inland Wetlands Commission.  Staff is recommending denial of 

the application without prejudice. Mr. Barnhart suggested that the AHC wait for a 

decision from Inland Wetlands before taking a position on the project. Mr. Stuhlman 

asked the commissioners to keep an open mind on the proposed development. Revised 

plans will be available at the Fairfield Housing Authority offices on Pine Tree Lane and 

online.  

 

Status Report on the Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart reported that as of this date, the HTF has a balance of $555,203.38. He 

noted that the fund might allow them to leverage other sources. Ms. Sammarco reiterated 

the need to start planning for how funds would be disbursed and toward what projects. 

 

Proposed Garden Homes Development, Bronson Road 

 



Mr. Barnhart said the TPZ had applied for a writ of certification to the Connecticut 

Supreme Court. If the Court does not accept the case, Garden Homes can proceed with 

the development. 

 

Beacon View Development 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the developer has revised the proposal. Ms. Makover expressed a 

concern that the building is so close to neighbors. Atty. Fallon will be invited to attend 

the next AHC meeting to present the revised plan. 

 

AHC and the Fall Elections 
 

Mr. Grathwohl will contact the League of Women Voters to see how Affordable Housing 

can be a topic of questioning of candidates at their forums. 

 

Update, Affordable Housing Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said his department is continuing to investigate possible grant funding 

sources. Mr. Barnhart said there is some interest from the Connecticut Department of 

Housing in providing planning funds to help communities address affordable housing. 

 

Moratorium Status 

 

Mr. Barnhart said there is no update on the numbers.  

 

Fairfield MetroCenter Housing Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that the developer intends to submit an application to TPZ within the 

next few months. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


