
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 11, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a regular meeting on 

December 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room, Old Town Hall, in 

Fairfield.  

 

PRESENT:  Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Gerry Stuhlman 

 

ALSO:        Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic Development; Helene 

                    Daly (prospective AHC member); Carrie Makover; Jan Reber; Atty. John                     

Fallon; Rich Granoff, architect 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Approval of the minutes from the November meeting was postponed due to a lack of a 

quorum. 

 

Presentation Regarding 78 Unquowa Place 

 

Attorney Fallon and Mr. Granoff presented plans for a 26-unit apartment development 

proposed for this site under CGS 8-30g.  The project is proposed as a five-story building 

with structured parking on the ground level and underneath the building. The project will 

include a mix of 1-BR, 2-BR and 3-BR apartments, with eight units being affordable.  

The applicants presented a proposed unit dispersal plan.  Roof top amenities will include 

a fire pit and barbecue on a terrace. All units will be handicapped accessible. Special 

soundproofing materials will be used due to the proximity to the turnpike and the 

railroad. Atty. Fallon requested that the AHC consider endorsing the project. 

 

Action regarding 15-21 Beaconview Drive 

 

Attorney Fallon said the planned number of units had been reduced from 27 to 20 units.  

The proposal is expected to be heard by the TPZ on January 28, 2020.  Mr. Barnhart 

asked whether the architect had submitted plans showing the proposed building elevation 

in context to surrounding properties.  Attorney Fallon indicated that he would follow up 

with the architect.  Committee members briefly discussed the project but took no action. 

 

Update on Affordable Housing Plan  

 

Mr. Grathwohl asked if some of the Housing Trust Fund could be used toward hiring a 

consultant to help develop an affordable housing plan. Mr. Barnhart indicated that while 

he believed it was permissible, he would recommend that funds be used--at least initially-

-to support the preservation and/or creation of new affordable units. 

 



 

Update on Affordable Housing Projects 

 

Mr. Barnhart reported that an 8-acre parcel owned by the Episcopal Diocese on Mill Hill 

Terrace is in the process of being sold and is expected to be developed as an assisted or 

independent living community. 

 

Moratorium Status 

 

Mr. Barnhart provided an update on affordable housing projects in the pipeline and 

progress toward a potential moratorium application.  Fairfield needs 433 housing unit 

equivalency points toward a moratorium, and has amassed an estimated 342 points at 

present with another 50 points represented by projects under construction.  Mr. Barnhart 

noted the number of projects planned or being proposed, which are more than sufficient 

to eclipse the mark; Mr. Barnhart noted that projects must be built and issued a certificate 

of occupancy in order to be counted. 

 

Annual Report and 2020 Objectives 

 

Mr. Grathwohl reviewed progress toward meeting the objectives outlined in the 

affordable housing plan.  Mr. Grathwohl indicated that he would like to revisit some 

areas of the plan such as the model deed restrictions as well as regulations regarding 

accessory apartments. 

 

Regarding accessory apartments, Mr. Barnhart noted the high number of legal ADUs, 

none of which count toward affordable housing because they lacked restrictive covenants.  

Mr. Barnhart reiterated the need to incentivize homeowners in order to encourage them to 

voluntarily restrict units. The Committee discussed having a meeting with owners of 

legal accessory units to explore options.  

 

Mr. Stuhlman suggested that the AHC use some funds to create a video that speaks to the 

work and objectives of the Housing Plan. Mr. Barnhart said he has a contact who might 

be interested. 

 

Other Business 

 

Mr. Stuhlman said his term on the Commission might be up. He will check with the First 

Selectwoman’s office. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 8, 2020. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 


