
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 7, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on October 

7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd Floor Conference Room, Old Town Hall. 

 

PRESENT:   Steve Grathwohl; Sol Briks; Walter Donne; Gerry Stuhlman 

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Atty. John Fallon; Carrie Makover; Jan Reber 

 

Minutes: The minutes of September 11, 2019 were approved. 

 

Presentation Regarding Proposed 20-unit Residential Development.  Beaconview 

Drive 

 

Mr. Fallon presented the revised plan for the development of this property. Of the 20 

proposed apartments, six will qualify as set-aside with 3 having income requirements of 

less than 60% AMI and 3 at less than 80% AMI. One unit will meet ADA accessibility 

requirements. In response to a commissioner’s concern that multiple affordable buildings 

in one neighborhood would decrease the value of single family homes, Mr. Fallon said 

that statistics support the addition of new construction. The intent of developments such 

as this is to provide workforce housing as well as starter units or units for older residents 

who wish to downsize. Mr. Fallon said his team would reach out to the neighbors before 

their P & Z hearing. 

 

Proposed Development, 980 High Street 

 

Mr. Stuhlman recused himself from the discussion of this agenda item. Mr. Reber said 

the Conservation Commission rejected the revised plan for this project but that he 

understood the Fairfield Housing Corporation is planning to proceed with a presentation 

to P & Z soon. Commissioners expressed concern that the FHC was considering suing the 

town over its rejection of the proposal; that the affordability plan was incomplete; and 

that there were a number of issues to be resolved before agreement could be reached.  

 

Mr. Grathwohl and Mr. Barnhart will draft a letter expressing the intent of the AHC. It 

will be circulated to the Commissioners for comment. 

 

Status Report on the Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that he hadn’t received a report from the Finance Department in 

advance of this meeting, but he estimated that the Fund had a balance of slightly more 

than $550,000. Among suggestions made by Commissioners for use of the funds was to 



aid Operation Hope in their efforts to increase supportive housing; use money to leverage 

contributions from the state; use to purchase/rehab existing housing stock.  

 

AHC and the Fall Elections 
 

Mr. Reber and Ms. Makover, as representatives of the Fairfield Senior Advocates, met 

with Democratic candidates for the P & Z and were encouraged by their interest in 

affordable housing. Mr. Grathwohl said there would be League of Women Voters 

meetings on October 16 and 23 and urged Commissioners to attend.  

 

Update, Affordable Housing Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that he is participating in the Fairfield County Housing Alliance. The 

group is seeking to identify best practices to help preserve and develop affordable 

housing.  Mr. Barnhart indicated that he was still pursuing possible grant funding from 

the State to help communities that wish to create or update their affordable housing plans.  

 

Moratorium Status 

 

Mr. Barnhart reported no change in status.  

 

Fairfield MetroCenter Housing Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the applicant has not yet made a formal application but that he 

expected him to do so before the end of the year. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 13, 2019 at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 

 

 

 


