
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 17, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on July 17, 

2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Public Library Rotary Room. 

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Walter Donne; Sol Briks; 

Nancy Lyons 

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Carrie Makover; members of the public 

 

Minutes: The minutes of June 12, 2019 were approved. 

 

Proposed Development, 980 High Street 

 

Ms. Makover said that the Inland/Wetlands Commission heard comments related to the 

treatment of the wetlands as part of this development. In order to accommodate the 

number of people who wished to speak, the hearing was continued to August 7, 2019. All 

plans for the project are available for inspection at the offices of the Fairfield Housing 

Authority, 15 Pine Tree Lane, Fairfield. Mr. Barnhart will ask the land use boards if the 

plans can be posted on the town’s web site. 

 

Post Road/Ruane Street 8-30g Affordability Plan 

 

Ms. Sammarco said Pam Iacono, RTM chair, asked her if there were affordability plans 

or marketing plans available for this development. Mr. Barnhart said that 4 units would 

be classified as ‘affordable.’ He will post the income eligibility standards that will apply 

to the project. 

 

Status Report on the Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart does not have the current balance available. He will send the information to 

the commissioners in an email. 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said he would start drafting 1) an application notice and 2) an application 

form for the distribution of funds from the account.  

 

A question was asked if funds could be used to assist in the redevelopment of the Navy 

housing site. Mr. Barnhart said he is considering a plan that would require the purchase 

of 4 contiguous lots on which to build 2 family homes. The goals would be to aid existing 

residents affected by high flood insurance premiums as well as to provide additional 

units. Some units would be available at market rates. Additional funding would be sought 



from private, not state or federal, sources. Mr. Barnhart said there would be a number of 

legal and procedural issues to be resolved in order for this project to go forward. 

 

AHC and the Fall Elections 
 

The commissioners agreed to ask the League of Women Voters if questions related to 

affordable housing in Fairfield could be included in their election forum. Ms. Kupchick 

will be running for selectman. Other candidates for offices will be contacted.  

 

Update, Affordable Housing Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the next step in proceeding with the update is to find funding for the 

project. He is investigating possible sources within the private and governmental arena. 

Mr. Grathwohl said he would supply a contact name from the Federal Home Loan Bank 

in Boston.   

 

Fairfield MetroCenter Housing Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said no application or affordability plans have been filed. 

 

Transit Oriented Design Study 

 

Mr. Barnhart said Goody Clancy is prepared to close the plan. He will be getting back to 

them next week with final recommendations. 

 

Showcase Cinemas Plan 

 

Mr. Grathwohl said the developer for this Bridgeport site has submitted an application for 

300 market rate units on this site. Approval has been secured from the Neighborhood 

Revitalization Zones group. He suggested that this project will influence Fairfield’s 

MetroCenter and Trademark I and II. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:32 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


