
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 12, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Committee of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on June 12, 

2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fairfield Museum and History Center. 

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Walter Donne; Vikki Cooper; 

Gerry Stuhlman; Nancy Lyons 

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Carrie Makover; Jan Reber; Carol Martin, Executive 

Director, Fairfield Housing Authority; Atty. Brian LeClerc; Paul 

Bailey, Architect 
 

 

Minutes: The minutes of May 15, 2019 were approved. 

 

Presentation Regarding Proposed Development, 980 High Street 

 

Atty. LeClerc, representing the Fairfield Housing Authority, stated that the Fairfield 

Housing Authority was established under state statute to help meet the need for 

affordable housing in Connecticut. He presented a brief history of the work of the 

Authority in the Fairfield community. The units on the High Street property will be 80% 

affordable (using HUD guidelines for ‘affordability’) and will remain in the FHA 

portfolio in perpetuity.  

 

Architect Paul Bailey displayed proposed schematics for the development. Most of the 

existing farmhouse would be retained and used as a community center/office space. Five 

buildings would be constructed, housing 40 townhouses of varying layouts. 50 parking 

spaces will be available.  

 

Each unit will have a separate entrance. All first floor units will be ADA compliant. 

There will be porches and a variety of architectural styles on the exteriors.  Common 

rooms will be a feature in each building and will be available for many activities.  

 

Ms. Martin has been meeting with neighbors who have abutting property to discuss 

landscaping preferences. Financing will be obtained through the use of low interest tax 

credits and CHFA assistance. All financing will meet state and federal guidelines. It is 

estimated that construction will take 12-14 months. The management company, 

Millennium, will handle leasing procedures.  

 

Mr. LeClerc said the project is in compliance with the Board of Selectmen’s directive of 

2013 to increase the supply of affordable housing in Fairfield. An invitation was issued to 

all to visit the FHA offices to peruse the drawings and meet with Ms. Martin. 

 



Transit Oriented Design Study 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the draft of the study is available for comment. He said the P & Z is 

interested in having input from the members of the AHC. Mr. Barnhart will draft a letter 

to include suggestions by members to increase the proposed affordability set aside. 

 

Status Report on the Housing Trust Fund 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the current balance is $568,118. A suggestion was made to begin 

developing an RFP for potential use of the funds. 

 

Action Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said Mr. Chalder has expressed a willingness to work with the AHC on 

updating the Action Plan. Mr. Barnhart has asked the state DOH whether funding might 

be available to undertake this work. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


