
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMISSION 

FINAL – MEETING MINUTES 

MAY 15, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on May 

15, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the first Floor Conference Room, Independence Hall. 

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Walter Donne; Vikki Cooper; 

Gerry Stuhlman;  

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Carrie Makover; Jan Reber 

 

Minutes: The minutes of April 10, 2019 meeting were approved. 

 

Status Report on the Housing Trust Fund  

 

Mr. Barnhart said the current balance in the Housing Trust Fund is $248,100.99 per the 

Finance Department.  

 

Discussion of Payment-in-Lieu 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that he met with the TPZ to discuss a “payment-in-lieu’ option. The 

proposal would give the Commission discretion to consider a payment in lieu of creating 

units on site.  The Commissioners asked a number of good questions, but didn’t appear 

persuaded by the need.  Commissioners expressed concern for homeowners who 

purchase affordable housing but then find maintenance costs or common charges beyond 

their means.  

 

Mr. Barnhart said the money in the Trust Fund could be used to entice developers to 

build some affordable units.  Mr. Barnhart discussed using funds to redevelop the former 

military housing site to address flood insurance concerns.  Ms. Martin, executive director 

of the Fairfield Housing Authority, will be invited to attend a future AHC meeting to 

discuss the plans for 980 High Street.  

 

 

TOD Planning Study 

 

Mr. Barnhart said the final report is being drafted to present to the TP&Z. The Black 

Rock Turnpike Study is nearing completion. The Commission also discussed the on-

going strategic planning effort. 

 



 

Action Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said that he had inquired as to whether the State Department of Housing 

might provide small grants to assist municipalities in developing affordable housing 

plans.  Preliminary discussions with DOH were favorable, but no decisions had been 

made. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


