
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMISSION 

FINAL - APRIL 10, 2019 

 

The Affordable Housing Commission of the Town of Fairfield held a meeting on April 

10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Old Town Hall Conference Room. 

 

PRESENT:   Cindy Sammarco; Steve Grathwohl; Walter Donne; Sol Briks; 

Nancy Lyons;  

 

Also: Mark Barnhart, Director of Community and Economic 

Development; Carrie Makover; Jan Reber 

 

Minutes: The minutes of February 13, 2019 and March 13, 2019 were approved as 

amended. 

 

Status Report on the Housing Trust Fund  

 

Mr. Barnhart said the current balance is $172,307.19. Several available properties were 

mentioned as possible sites for use of the funds to promote affordable housing: a site on 

South Pine Creek Road and one on Reef Road.   

 

Discussion of Payment-in-Lieu-of 

 

The commissioners discussed Sections 25.7.10 and the new proposed Section 2.8 and 

possible revisions. Mr. Barnhart said he had discussed a proposal with the owners of the 

Westway condos and the staff of the P & Z. An agreement in this case would result in a 

payment to the HTF of $300,000 per unit (2). He suggested a text amendment to cover 

future occasions for payment-in-lieu. The final decision on the text amendment is in the 

hands of the P & Z. A motion was made and seconded to accept the addition to the 

Subdivision Regulations of the Town of Fairfield. The motion was accepted on a vote or 

4 to 1.  

 

TOD Planning Study 

 

Mr. Barnhart said he had conferred with the consultants on the project about their draft 

report. Affordable and accessible housing (using the principles of universal design) will 

be included in the final proposal for the POCD.  

 

Action Plan 

 

Mr. Barnhart said Mr. Chalder was receptive to reviewing the existing Plan and 

suggesting new directions for the AHC. He will approach some sources of funding for the 

study. 

 

Other Business 



 

Ms. Makover said she would be presenting the concept of free standing accessible units 

to a meeting of the Fairfield Senior Advocates on Saturday, April 13 from 10-12 at the 

Senior Center.  

 

Mr. Grathwohl said he would write an article about the work of the AHC. Mr. Barnhart 

said he would be able to see that it was placed in local news outlets. 

 

Fairfield University is buying property on the east side of North Benson Road. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 8, 2019 at 7:00 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Goethner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


