
Fairfield Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee Minutes 
Thursday, May 19th, 2011 

4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Independence Hall, First Floor Conference Room 

 
 
Present:  Alyssa Israel, Lauren Lanham, Mark Nielsen, Brian Bidolli, Gary MacNamara, 
Chris Lyddy, Bill Hurley, Sarah Levy, Bob Stone, Tom McCarthy, Mike Lawver, Brian 
Regan 
 
 
Decisions Made: 
 

• Alyssa made a motion to accept the GBRPA’s offer to conduct a Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Needs Assessment as part of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan (See Task 
7 and 8 of the GBRPA Draft Outline).  All members present were in favor.  The 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Needs Assessment will spatially relate bicycle and 
pedestrian generators (primarily residential neighborhoods and demographic 
information) to attractors (schools, shopping areas, parks and open space, train 
stations, places of work, etc.).  The GBRPA explained that town’s GIS data 
including the town parcel layer is needed to accurately locate generators and 
attractors.  This quantitative data will help to prioritize locations for bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure and it is also very useful when applying for state and 
federal grants. 

 
• Mark Nielsen summarized the comments and maps drawn by members of the 90+ 

citizens who attended the public forum on April 14th.   This summary will serve as 
the minutes for April 14th and will be incorporated into the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Plan. 

 
• Gary MacNamara announced that the Police Department’s new Traffic Unit will 

begin its special operations on July 1st.  The Unit, comprised of 5 specially 
trained officers, plans to conduct targeted enforcement of speeding and other 
traffic violations throughout town.  Residents will be able to file complaints to the 
PD which will result in a warning letter being sent to the driver.  The new Traffic 
Unit was invited to attend the July Advisory Committee meeting to discuss its 
activities. 
 

• The committee would like to create a public awareness campaign for drivers, 
cyclists and pedestrians in conjunction with the Police Department’s Website 
redesign and its new Traffic Unit.  This public awareness campaign will be 
discussed in greater length at the June 16th Advisory Committee meeting. 
 

• Tom McCarthy noted that the Sounds Cyclists and Bethel Boys have already 
designated routes through Fairfield for different levels of cyclists on their 
Websites.  Mark Nielsen said he would review these routes. 



 
• The RTM recently approved 26 miles of road repaving.  Mark Nielsen and Bill 

Hurley agreed to work closely together to improve bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure as part of the repaving process.  
 

• Mark Nielsen said the GBRPA could likely complete the Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Plan by the end of August.    
 

 
Respectfully submitted by Lauren Lanham and Alyssa Israel. 

 


