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DRAFT

RIVERFIELD SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

December 4, 2012  
 
         A Special Meeting of the Riverfield School Building Committee was held on Tuesday, 
December 4, 2012, at 7:30 p.m. in the Riverfield School Library. 
 
PRESENT: Committee   Tom Quinn, Chairman; Christine Messina, Vice Chairman; 
                     Members:     Lawrence Ratner, Secretary; Harry Ackley, Dorothy Domeika, 
                                            Dan Graziadei, Maureen Sawyer, John Shaffer, and 
                                            Scott Thompson                              
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Kenneth Boroson Architects 
            Strategic Building Solutions 

          Pam Iacono, BOE Liaison 
                                  Judy Ewing, BOS Liaison 
                                  Sal Morabito, Mngr/Construction, Security & Safety 
                                  Brenda Anziano, Principal/Riverfield School 
  
1.  CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Thomas Quinn  at 
                                          7:30pm. 
  
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  INVOICE REVIEW AND APPROVALS:   
 
Motion was made by Christine Messina and seconded by Maureen Sawyer to approve payment 
to Kenneth Boroson Architects for an invoice in the amount of $24,887.15 for the “As Built” 
Survey.  Motion passed 9-0. 
 
Motion was made by Christine Messina and seconded by Maureen Sawyer to approve payment 
to Kenneth Boroson Architects for an invoice in the amount of $13,600.00 for a Feasibility 
Strategic Study.  Motion passed 9-0. 
 
4.  DISCUSSION AND VOTE FOR COMMISSIONING SERVICES COMPANY: 
 
      The Committee reviewed the information provided by the applicants for Commissioning 
Agents.  After discussion, the following motion was made: 
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A motion was made by Lawrence Ratner that “based on the results of the qualifications based 
voting process, van Zelm Heywood & Shad received the most favorable results and should be 
approved by the Committee as the Commissioning Agents for the Riverfield School Building 
Project.”  The motion was seconded by Christine Messina.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
5.  PRESENTATION BY ARCHITECT (BOROSON)/SDS: 
 

- REVIEW REVISED PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATES OF OPTION 4 
 
Mr. George Katinger, of Kenneth Boroson Architects, presented an overview of the revised 

Scheme 4. The presentation included revised site and floor plans and costs.  Mr. Katinger said 
the company will do a cost reduction to get to $15M.  He said they changed the floor plans by a 
reduction of 1492 sq. ft. to achieve the cost reduction. They have the reviewed the cost estimates 
and comparative analysis. 
   
     The revised site plan saved $500,000 on the costs projected.  The revised Scheme 4 includes a 
re-worked bus area and parent drop-off.  Committee member Maureen Sawyer said she was 
concerned for the safety of the drop off area.  Mr. Katinger noted that safety issues were of 
serious concern to them also and were considered. 
       
     The proposed floor plan was shown.  Mr. Brian Stone, of Kenneth Boroson Architects, 
discussed the changes to the Administration and Music suites, the kitchen, and the re-worked 
entrance. He noted that there would be 224 seats in the cafeteria and that there would be one 
lunch line instead of the two originally planned.  Mr. Stone noted that the square footage meets 
the requirement of the Ed Specs.  The school was shown from various outside views.  Ms. 
Sawyer inquired about the amount saved by removing the stage from the gym. 
 
      Mr. Quinn asked if there were any questions from the members of the public.   Ms. Brenda 
Anziano, Principal of Riverfield School, was concerned about the reduction in the serving lines 
and said the kitchen staff was willing to meet with the architects. 
 
      Committee member Dorothy Domeika asked Ms. Anziano’s opinion about the smaller stage 
off the kitchen in the all-purpose room.  Ms. Anziano said it would be used – that it can be 
utilized for other purposes.  Committee member Christine Messina asked if removing the smaller 
stage was included in the construction cost summary. 
 
      The Committee continued with discussions about the value of the engineering cost savings, 
the design and pricing contingency, the construct costs, and the overall budget.  The comparative 
analysis of Scheme 4 was discussed extensively. The discussions included the gym, bathroom 
tiles, and the cooling and lighting systems.  Mr. Sal Morabito, Mngr/Construction, Security & 
Safety, said the United Illuminating Company would with the architects regarding the lighting 
and possibly a UI grant. 
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     Ms. Domeika expressed concern regarding the deletions and asked the Committee to look at 
them carefully – if it would be worth the savings.  She also asked the Architects to double check 
all deletions to be sure they meet spec requirements.  Christine Messina also expressed concern 
about the revisions meeting the Ed Specs.  Committee member Dan Graziadei inquired about 
deleting the lightning rods.  Maureen Sawyer asked for clarification of the contingency. 
 
     Committee member Scott Thompson said the life-cycle costs should be tracked and should 
include the possible need for updating. 
 
      Ms. Domeika asked about the construction site costs and if the existing drainage system 
would be tied in with the new system.  She said she was concerned that the increased demand 
would not increase run-off, and if there was standing water or water seepage. Committee 
member Harry Ackley said he thought Ms. Domeika’s questions were good and he was 
concerned with the drainage and the deletions also.  Mr. Ackley wondered if they were being 
“penny-wise and pound-foolish?”  Mr. Morabito said he was not aware of any drainage 
problems. 
 
       Mr. Ackley inquired about the air-handling – whether it was better to have one air-handler 
for all areas of the school or to have individual handlers for specific areas.  Mr. Katinger 
explained that it would be more cost-effective to have individual air-handlers. 
 
       Committee member John Shaffer and Mr. Ackley both said they didn’t want the Committee 
to be short-sighted.  Ms. Domeika said the BOE should take a good hard look at the proposed 
Scheme 4.  Mr. Shaffer said they should be asked to take another look at the Ed Specs also. 
 
       Mr. Ackley asked about the square footage for the kindergarten and how it could project five 
years forward.  Ms. Pam Iacono, said the Architect did what was asked and they did a good job. 
 
       Ms. Dorothy Domeika said she liked the original Scheme 4. 
 
       Mr. Kenneth Boroson said “nothing in the plan is extravagant.”  He said the Committee 
needs to review the plans and all materials carefully before making a final decision. 
 
       Committee Member John Shaffer noted there were zero days remaining to meet the February 
deadline to get state approval. 
 
Committee Member Lawrence Ratner made a motion to have the proposed $15,000,000. project 
sent to the Board of Selectman for approval.  Harry Ackley seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 6-3, with Scott Thompson abstaining, and Dorothy Domeika and Maureen Sullivan 
voting against the motion. 

       Mr. Ackley wanted it noted that the Committee thought about the plans carefully and 
evaluated all things considered seriously, but they did not have more time to review it further, 
and therefore the Committee should go ahead and consider the budget and submit the plans as 
presented. 
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       Ms. Dorothy Domeika said she wanted the Committee to take the time to revisit the deleted 
items from the original Scheme 4. 
  
    Ms. Pam Iacono said further delay would add six months to this project.  
               

- DISCUSS NEXT STEPS/VOTE IF NECESSARY 
 

- TIMETABLE STATUS 
 

There was no further discussion of these items. 
  

Chairman Tom Quinn advised that the Board of Selectman is scheduled to meet on December 
19th, and that Scheme #4 will be submitted at that time.  
  
6.  ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES/VOTE 
 

- C2013 MEETINGS The meeting dates for 2013 
 
January 8 & 23      July 16 & 30             

February 5 & 19                             August 13 

March 5 & 19                                  September 17 

April 16 & 30                                   October 1 & 15 

May 21                                             November 6 & 19                    

June 4 & 18                  December 3 & 17                                    

- 12/4 ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
  

Committee Member Maureen Sullivan nominated Thomas Quinn for Chairman; Dan Graziadei 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously, with Thomas Quinn abstaining. 

      Committee Member Lawrence Ratner nominated Christine Messina for Vice Chairman; Thomas             
Quinn seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously, with Christine Messina abstaining. 

      Committee Member Scott Thompson nominated Lawrence Ratner for Secretary; Harry Ackley 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously, with Lawrence Ratner abstaining. 

7.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  

     There were no further questions or comments from the members of the public.  
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8.  ADJOURNMENT: 

     Mr. Harry Ackley thanked the Committee for doing Good Work. 

     There being no further business to discuss, and upon motion made, duly seconded and carried 
unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.                                   

        Respectfully submitted,  

 
CONSTANCE M. WADI 

            Recording Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Riverfield School Building Committee.                                          


