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Burr Garden Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 — 10 AM

Sullivan Independence Hall, First Floor Meeting Room

Call to Order — Members present, Ellen Gould, Laura Fasano, Lisa Clair, Catherine Albin

Absent, Mike Jehle, Ken Placko (DPW Liaison)

Grounds Report- Laura Fasano showed a number of photos documenting how the front
landscape of the Burr Homestead was prior to the construction of the brick was, which went up
to buffer the sound of the street cars from the house. Prior to the construction of the brick wall
a picket fence was in place and the foundation plantings were a minimum which was in keeping
with how homes of the historical significance were treated. Laura also showed photos of other
equally historically significant homes such as Monticello, the home of John Adams and others
where no foundation planting were used.

Laura also met with Oliver’s nursery and Diane Devore a local landscape architect to discuss this.
Ms. Devore agreed that no foundation plantings are historically correct for a home of the
vintage. Ms. Devore also agreed with the recommendations for restoration as approved by the
BGAC. Laura noted that both Oliver’s and Ms. Devore said that this work could begin in early
December after the Christmas Tree Festival takes place. She also noted that a number of the
plantings can be transplanted to other areas on the property.

Motion: To add voting item to agenda to address re-landscaping the front foundation of Burr
Homestead. Moved by Laura Fasano, seconded by Ellen Gould — passed 4-0-0

Motion: To recommend to the Board of Selectmen that the BGAC is authorized to begin historic
restoration of Burr Homestead Foundation landscape and work with Department of Public
Works beginning in December 2012 to complete the work.

Moved by Laura Fasano, seconded by Ellen Gould — passed 4-0-0

Web site Discussion — Ellen Gould reported on her work to complete the web site and asked
that she get historical photos to add. She also noted that she will check with the town . T.
Department to coordinate linking this site to the town web site.

Community Breakfast Sub-Committee Planning — Lisa reported that she has two volunteers to
work on this and that they will attend our next meeting to discuss what is needed in order to put
together this event for next spring.



Fundraising Discussion — Laura Fasano reported that she has spoken with the Chairman of the
Christmas Tree Festival about their possibly selecting the Burr Homestead Grounds project as a
recipient of the Festival in the future. Lisa Clair and Laura Fasano were both going to a meeting
of the Old Post Rd Association tonight to present this project to them.

Open Discussion — there was none

Adjournment — motion made by Lisa Clair, seconded by Ellen Gould, passed 4-0-0



