
 
 

Minutes from Burr Garden Committee 
April 13, 2011 

 
 
 
In attendance:   
 
Ken Placko 
Laura Fisano 
Kevin Fox 
Jill Kelly 
Ellen Gould 
Lisa Clair 
Catherine Albin 
 
 
10:10 a.m.  Meeting called to order 
 
Item 1: 
 
Laura Fisano recapped Oliver’s report from the last meeting:  first priority is post and 
chain protection for beech trees.  At art show, people moved barricades to park under 
trees. 
 
Vendors could be directed to park by town hall; could drop off heavy items before 
parking. 
 
Ellen Gould noted that the post and chain proposal must be approved by the Historic 
Commission.  Slabs of stone might be more appropriate.  Jill pointed out that stone may 
be prohibitively expensive. 
 
Action Item:  Catherine requested Laura to work with the Historic Commission and 
Olivers to create a plan to submit for approval.   Deadline:  May 20th. 
 
It was noted that the chain link fence has been removed, without complaint from the 
neighbors. 
 
Olivers’ recommendations continued:  the pavilion plantings need to be refurbished—
some should be removed, others moved to another spot.  The feeling right now is a little 
claustrophobic.  The walkway could be expanded there.  
 
There are some damaged trees and other debris to be cleared up by the mansion.   
 



A walkway could be added from Penfield Road, providing another public access to the 
garden.  Ellen noted that this also needs to come before the Historic Commission for 
approval.  
 
Stephanie Thompson shared a proposal for pro bono pond and fountain repair.  Phase 
One of the project is to add a new pump system, get the fountain working and fix minor 
cracks.  $1575. value.  All work done pro bono. 
 
Phase II:  Recondition and repair the fountain and pond, add water plants and other 
materials.  $4750.  Stephanie noted that the pond vendor would charge for this phase, but 
phase I will be provided regardless of hiring him to complete phase II. 
 
Ken noted that the property falls under the Parks and Rec Dept and suggested that Jerry 
Lombardo be brought into the loop. 
 
Item II:  The garden committee has been offered a table at the boutique and luncheon for 
the Discovery in the Garden event on June 3rd and 4th this year.  Someone needs to staff 
the tables, if possible, from 10-3 each day. 
 
There was a motion to proceed with this plan, made by Jill Kelly and seconded by Laura 
Fisano.  There were no abstentions and no objections.  
 
Action Item:  Lisa Clair and Ellen Gould will work together to create a brochure 
describing the garden and the current work of the commission.   Will include 
information on the Burr Mansion, available from the Historical Society. 
 
Catherine showed a t-shirt with a beautiful floral print that is offered for sale as a 
fundraising item at a garden in Virginia.  Ellen knows a water colorist who may be able 
to do a painting of the garden to reproduce on shirts for the Burr Garden.  Lisa is 
checking into the price of creating t-shirts. 
 
($7-10 wholesale cost; could be sold at $17) 
 
Item III:  There is a $10,000 bequest to the town that has been set aside for garden 
development.   
 
Action Item: Catherine will get an account number assigned for those funds and for 
future fundraising efforts. 
 
Item IV:  Catherine asked the committee to begin thinking of fundraiser/event ideas for 
future discussion.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11 a.m.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


