
 

 

FairTV – Monthly Meeting Agenda 

Fairfield Public Library– November 18, 2015  

Meeting Minutes  

 

The FairTV meeting was called to order by Commissioner Minsky at 7:01 PM. 

Commissioners in attendance: Strelzer; Jimeson; Minsky and Quinn 

Absent: None 

Members of the Audience: Alexis Harrison. 

 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER MEETING 
The Commissioner Jimeson moved to approve the minutes of the September meeting; Commissioner 
Minsky seconded the motion, and it was approved 3-0.  Commissioner Strelzer abstained.   
 
PRESENTATION FROM TOWN FINANCIAL CONTROLLER (CAITLIN BOSSE) 

The presentation of the Financial controller detailed the active budget for FAIRTV.  The budget as 

currently constituted totals $49,450.  Approximately 99% featured direct pay vs. 1% of purchase orders.  

FAIRTV cannot spend more than its allotted $49,450 during the budget cycle.  Further any purchase over 

$10,000 must be reviewed by the BOF.  Current spending to date by FAIRTV is $34,949.81 (29% of 

budget).  The Grant fund currently totals $8819 as of the current date. 

2016 BUDGET DISCUSSION 

The question was raised as to whether FAIRTV was solvent.  A further question was raised as to whether 

the 2017 cycle budget was sufficient to meet the needs of FAIRTV.  The computation with the assistance 

of Mr. Speno determined that after factoring in production, manager’s fees VOD and Discover Video 

that the total figure would be $35,428.  Commissioner Jimeson indicated that the group needed to have 

before them all relevant dates as to both the town budget and grant applications.  The determination 

was made after discussion by the group that absent further information the Commission would request 

an additional $2000 for the next budget cycle. That amount would be in addition to the base of $46,455 

of the previous year.  Commissioner Quinn made the motion to approve and Commissioner Strelzer 

seconded.  The motion was passed 3-1 with Commissioner Jimeson dissenting. 

REVIEW OF FAIRTV CLIP 

The issue was raised as to the use of a FAIRTV clip during the political campaign.  The issue of 

transparency was raised along with the question as to what medium the past catalog of FAIRTV material 

would be displayed.  Commissioner Quinn suggested that the amount of past recordings be limited on 

VOD and instead be accessible through an institution like the Fairfield Public library.  Such a plan would 



limit the ability to “capture” recordings and transmit them for any unknown purpose.  Commissioner 

Jimeson suggested that the major parties take pledges not to use any FAIRTV material in their 

campaigns.  The question was then raised as to how long material should stay in VOD- whether as little 

as three months or as many as twelve. 

ANNUAL TREE LIGHTING     

The annual tree lighting is scheduled for 12/3/15.  The Commission voted 4-0 to tape the event. 

RENEWAL OF VOD/DISCOVER VIDEO CONTRACT APPROVAL 

Mr. Speno indicated that if the Commission lowered the amount of space for VOD there could be a 

substantial savings.  Moving from 1 Terrabyte to 500 gigabytes would cost a total of $2388.  Discussion 

of the Discover Video contract was then discussed.  The Commission approved the motion to renew 

VOD and approve the Discover video contract 4-0, with the grant money covering hardware expenses. 

APPOINTMENT OF CAC AREA 2 MEMBER  

Commissioner Quinn nominated Commissioner Strelzer to assume the post; Commissioner Minsky 

seconded.  Motion passed 3-0 

CONTRACT MANAGERS REPORT 

Mr. Speno indicated that after an initial balance of $59,522 there were expenditures of $15,701 leaving 

a balance of $43,821.  Projected remaining expenditures total $27,940. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A meeting concerning the installation of solar panel at the train station (public hearing) was scheduled 

for 11/19 and a request was made for FAIRTV to cover the meeting.  Commissioner Quinn made the 

motion to cover the event; Commissioner Strelzer seconded.  The motion was passed 3-1 with 

Commissioner Jimeson dissenting. 

The Commission also made the determination to invite the LWV to the next FAIRTV meeting to discuss 

their upcoming events and any potential coverage by FAIRTV. 

Commissioner Minsky then made the motion to adjourn; Commissioner Strelzer seconded.  Motion was 

passed 4-0 and the Commission adjourned at 8:55pm 

Public Comment: 

There was none 

 

  

 

 

 


