
FAIR TV COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday August 19, 2015 

 

Present:  Gerry Speeno, Fair TV Manager, Commissioners Alexis Harrison; MacKay Jimeson; Tracy 

Minsky; James Quinn and Stuart Strelzer.  Absent: None 

1.  Call to Order 

With all Commissioners present the meeting was called to order at 7:07PM. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited at 7:09PM. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes from July Meeting 

After review of Committee of July minutes Commissioner Jimeson moved they be approved; 

Commisioner Quinn seconded.  After vote the minutes were approved 5-0. 

 

4. Nomination for the Office of Secretary 

Commissioner Harrison moved for the nomination of Commissioner James Quinn to the office of 

Secretary; Commissioner Jimeson seconded.  Commissioner Quinn accepted the nomination and 

after vote it was passed 4-0. 

 

5. Audit of equipment, production costs, audience analytics from the FairTV website  

Commissioner Jimeson stressed the importance of performing an audit for FairTV and 

introduced FairTv Operational Audit Worksheet.  Commissioner Strelzer inquired if Cablevision 

kept statisics on demographics; was informed by Gerry Speeno that any such information would 

not be for public disclosure by Cablevision.  Commissioner Jimeson indicated his concerns on 

what would be the best platform for viewing FairTV;  He then moved that a subcommittee be 

formed to complete all task included in the audit worksheet; motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Harrison.  Motion was passed 5-0 and Commissioners Jimeson, Quinn, Minsky 

and Strelzer volunteered to be on subcommittee. 

 

6. FairTV sponsored First Selectman and Selectman Debate 

Item was withdrawn by Commissioner Jimeson 

 

7. League of Women Voters of Fairfield, Islam Today: Perception and Reality  

Question raised as to cost of production.  Commissioner Strelzer inquired about the creation of 

a rate card for such events.  Issue raised as to secondary programming budget of $14K as to 

expense of producing event.  Commissioner Jimeson inquired whether it would be appropriate 

to charge the League for the cost of production.  Commissioner Quinn indicated that he believed 

there would be a limited town interest in such an event and until a rate card could be 

researched and constructed that it would be premature to ask the League to pay costs of 

production at this time.  Commissioner Harrision then moved to decline the production of the 



video;  Commissioner Minsky seconded.  A motion passed 4-1 to decline the Islam Today shoot 

request with Commissioner Jimeson objecting. 

 

8. League of Women Voters of Fairfield, Debate-Shoot Request 

Commissioner Jimeson inquired about the possibility of making the event a combined League 

and Women Voters and FairTV event.  The league will be contacted to discuss this possibility. 

 

9. Executive Session to discuss contract system manager’s contract 

Commission Harrision moved to withdraw this item and table the discussion to a future date;  

Commissioner Quinn seconded.  The motion was passed 5-0. 

 

10. Additional crew for RTM committee meetings 

Commission Harrision indicated that one large subcommittee meets at RTM meetings in one 

location.  Discussion by Gerry Speeno on FairTV Facebook page;  question as to how many likes 

it contained.  Question raised by Commissioner Jimeson as to receiving feedback via the 

Facebook page;  Commissioner moved to table discussion until October; Commission Quinn 

seconded.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

11. Contract System Manager’s report including update on Tricaster repair 

Gerry Speeno indicated issue with Tricaster was a software issue;  that Tricaster needed a 

reboot.  He further indicated that the memory care was not cleared before use leading to the 

malfunction.  He requested a reimbursement of $60.00 to his staff for the event in question.  

Mr. Speeno informed commission that the purchase of solid state hard drives could be solution 

for the issue.  He further requested that an upgrade be performed on the management 

computer to facilitate production.  Information regarding PEGPETIA grant then discussed.  Mr. 

Speeno indicated the grant could be requested on line during the year and the fund was in total 

over $3 million dollars.  Mr. Speeno then discussed his thoughts on his contract situation and 

further requested a raise for his Associate Producer.  Commission Jimeson then asked about 

how money for the budget was spent as to when and how much.  The Commissioner then 

inquired about On Demand service capabilities;  Mr. Speeno indicated that Discover video had 

an on demand system and that the package was less expensive.  Commissioner Quinn the 

inquired about the use of High School and/or College Students to augment the staff.  

Commissioner Harrison indicated she would reached out to the local institutions.  Mr. Speeno 

then inquired if new slides could be placed on FairTV at the request of the Police Department.  

Commission Strelzer then inquired about potential upgrade/replacement of the Tricaster units.  

Mr. Speeno indicated that a  HD/SD hybrid unit could be purchased for approximately $4500.00 

 

12. New Business   

Commissioner Quinn inquired as to whether there was any word on a meeting with CAC;  

Commissioner Jimeson indicated that an email had just been sent on the subject and a meeting 

date would be set shortly. 

 

13. Adjournment  



Commission Jimeson made motion to adjourn; Commissioner Quinn seconded.  Motion passed 

5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 9:13PM. 

   

 

 


