Final Minutes of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee

Thursday, January 15 2015
First Floor Conference Room - Independence Hall
725 Old Post Road Fairfield, CT 06824

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair, Keith Gallinelli

Members Present: Ed Lane, Karen Secrist, Bill Pollack, Betsy Gardner, Bob Tota, Don
Hyman, Linda Lach, Laura OBrien, and Keith Gallinelli

Others Present: Bill Hurley, Engineer; Santina Galbo, Public Health Educator; Nancy Coriaty,
Deputy Town Librarian-Branch Services; Sands Cleary, Director of Health (Fairfield Health

Department)

Motion by Laura OBrien to approve the minutes from Thursday, December 18 2014,
seconded by Betsy Gardner. Motion was approved unanimously.

1. Meeting overview and recap of pre-meeting notes by Keith Gallinelli:

a.

Letter to the Editor by Keith Gallinelli published in the Fairfield Sun and
submitted to the Connecticut Post and Fairfield Citizen

Brief mention of the the Bloomin’ Metric (annual bicycle ride organized by
Sound Cyclists Bicycle Club)

YouTube video called ‘Look At Life - Living with Cars 1964’
[http://youtu.be/VhSXNr4 _hUA]

Selected highlights from Governor Dannel P. Malloy's 2014 State of the State
Address

2. Subcommittee Reports:

a.

Communications and Events Subcommittee (Don Hyman, Linda Lach and Ed
Lane)

i.  Laura OBrien motioned to approve the Draft Bike and Pedestrian
Committee Objectives for Year Ending December 31, 2015, seconded
by Betsy Gardner

ii.  After discussion, motion by Laura OBrien to amend the Draft Bike and
Pedestrian Committee Objectives for Year Ending December 31, 2015
with preamble of Executive Summary of the Master Plan and the words
“‘work toward” versus “implement” in objective four. Vote on
amendments and adoption of the Draft Bike and Pedestrian
Committee Objectives for Year Ending December 31, 2015. Motion
was approved unanimously.

iii.  Don presented highlights from the subcommittee(s) evolving tactical
plan. Tactics will support overall BPCO. Vigorous discussion re:
balance between bicycle and pedestrian-centric events. Bob
emphasised active transportation as approach to mediate between



cycle/pedestrian since the latter is a holistic and all encompassing.
There was committee consensus that we should partner with already
existing programs/events (e.g. Sound Cyclists)

b. Education, Health, and Funding Subcommittee (Bob Tota, Betsy Gardner and
Karen Secrist)

iv.

Focusing on elementary schools. Some key dates under consideration
for events are Earth Day (April 22) and National Bike to Work Week
2015 (May 11-15). Updates on outreach to PTA by Karen Secrist.
Programs and partnership with Fairfield University. Some ideas under
consideration include “Protected Routes” and Capstone Projects
Outreach to seniors via shoveling program and partnerships with the
health department, library, and recreation department

Some discussion re: good neighbor programs like “Shovel Your
Sidewalk”

C. Government Subcommittee (Bill Pollack, Laura OBrien, and Don Hyman)

Update on meetings with Annette Jacobson (Conservation
Administrator) and Joe Devonshuk (Planning Director, Town Plan &
Zoning Department)

New regulations that are more complete streets friendly favor **NEW**
projects. As a result, providing Bill Hurley with a list of our are “bike
route” street recommendations is paramount.

Motion by Bob Tota to create a working group focused on studying and
offering “bike route” recommendations to the committee consisting of
Karen Secrist, Bill Pollack and Keith Gallinelli. Motion was approved
unanimously.

3. Committee Photo for Town Website
4. Other Business:
a. Sands Cleary and Nancy Coriaty provide a summary and answer questions
about the proposed Bike Share Pilot Program.

Plan calls for 10-15 bikes potentially anchored at library (main and
branch). Patrons would use library card to secure bike, helmet, and
lock. The stations would also offer recommended routes or destinations
(e.g. Community Garden from Fairfield Woods Library). Bikes would be
industrial grade and sponsorships, etc. being considered for equipment
maintenance.

Sands Clearly very recently met with First Selectman Michael C.
Tetreau to discuss pilot. Board of Selectmen Meeting on February 11
instrumental in securing signature for grant ($10,500) for pilot program.
State grant must be spent by June.

Sands and Nancy seeking committee’s ongoing support and input.
There was discussion about “bike route” recommendations form the
committee that support the pilot.

b. Next meeting is Thursday, February 19.



Motion to adjourn at 7:53 by Keith Gallinelli, seconded by Edward Lane. Motion was approved
unanimously.



