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STRATFIELD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
BUILDING COMMITTEE  

 
Sullivan Independence Hall 

725 Old Post Road, First Floor Conference Room 
Fairfield, CT 06824 

 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011 

7:00 pm 
 

FINAL MINUTES 
 

  
Members Present: Linda Barlaam; Kathryn Dittrich (7:05pm); Al Kelly, Chairman; Larry Kochman, Vice 
Chairman; Thomas Lanese, Secretary; Millie Pollack 
 
Members Absent: Don DiMartino; Michael Fazio; William Harke; John Mitola, BOE liaison 
 
Others Present: Anna Cutaia-Leonard, BOE Director of Elementary Education; Thomas Pesce, Principal of 
Stratfield ES; William Silver of Silver/Petrucelli; Ken Procino, Malkin Construction; Tim Yahn, Malkin 
Construction; Judy Ewing; April Burgraff 
 
I. Call to Order 
Chairman Mr. Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Review and approval of the minutes for August 16th, September 9th and September 20th

 
1. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to strike Mr. Ling’s e-mailed comments 
from the August 16th minutes 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
2. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to approve the minutes of August16th with 
the changes. 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
3. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mrs. Dittrich to approve the minutes of September 9th 
Motion passed 4:0:2 Mrs. Pollack and Mr. Lanese abstained 
 
4. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mr. Lanese to approve the minutes of September 20th

Motion passed unanimously 
 
III. Follow-up Items of Malkin Construction and Silver Petrucelli and Associates from September 20th meeting 
 
Mr. Procino reported (see handout): 
a. Discussed the PCO log 
 
b. The construction trailer 
 



2 
 

c. Landscaping: Discussion took place on what landscaping existed around the building in the past and what has 
been planned.  Discussed the following PCOs: 
PCO #116 - North Slope Planting Revisions in the amount of $2,475.65 
PCO #121- Landscaping at front of Melville Avenue in the amount of $4,938.14 
 
1. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to approve PCO 105 for the Conference 
Room Lighting in the amount of $1,727.64 
Motion passed 5:0:1 Mr. Kelly abstained 
 
2. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mr. Lanese to approve PCO 107 for Lower Level Wall-
Moisture Proofing in the amount of $10,163.72 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
3. Motion was made by Mrs. Barlaam and seconded by Mrs. Pollock by approve PCO 108 for Additional 
Carpentry and Masonry Work in the amount of $6,284.84 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
4. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mrs. Pollack to approve PCO 109 for Additional 
Sitework in the amount of $15,319.39  
Motion passed unanimously 
 
5. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to approve PCO 111 for Demo Work in 
the Kitchen in the amount of $1,676.93 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
6. Motion was made by Mr. Lanese and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to approve PCO 113 for Additional 
Electrical work in the amount of $10,812.94  
Motion was removed from the table 
 
7. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mrs. Pollack to approve PCO 114 for Door Revisions 
for a credit of $677.60 
Motion passed unanimously 
  
8. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mr. Lanese to approve PCO 115 for One Hour Rated 
Doors in the amount $9,435.15 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
9. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by   Mrs. Barlaam to pay PCO 117 for Kitchen Revisions 
in the amount of $4,950.00 
Motion passed unanimously   
 
10. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mrs. Pollack to pay PCO 118 for New VCT in 
Corridors 201F and 200N in the amount of $12,150.25 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
11. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to pay PCO 119 for (4) Additional Signs 
in the amount of $501.91 
Motion passed unanimously  
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12. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to pay PCO 120 for Steel Revisions #2 
in the amount of $45,000.00 pending resolution of the final value of this change order 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
d. Sense of the body - PCO 122 for Extend Carpet in Media Center is rejected. 
 
13. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mr. Lanese to approve PCO 123 for Additional 
Electrical Work in the amount of $559.87 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
14. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to PCO 124 for Transfer Grilles in the 
Cafeteria in the amount of $1,949.06 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
15. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to approve PCO 125 for Gym Pads in the 
amount of $740.88 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
e. Melville Avenue steps: 
Discussion took place over the status of the steps from a safety aspect; if they need to be repaired; how much 
needs to be replaced and how long the guarantee will last.  
 
16. Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mrs. Barlaam to approve PCO 110 for the Existing 
Front Steps at Melville Avenue in the amount of $52,000 
Motion passed 5:0:1 Mr. Lanese abstained 
 
f. Lighting in the kitchen and media center 
Silver/Petrucelli to provide a design and Malkin Construction to provide pricing for Kitchen and Media Center 
 
g. Kitchen Windows 
Fire Marshall concerned about trash fires.  Mr. Silver called the Fire Marshall stating that this is not a code issue 
who did not respond to him..  Fire Marshall called Mr. Morabito.  Mrs. Cutaia-Leonard will let Mr. Kelly know 
the conversation Mr. Morabito had with the Fire Marshall. 
 
h. Copier Room 
Layout of the room doesn’t work properly.  Mr. Pesce suggests removing the cabinet.  No action to be taken by 
the committee at this time. 
 
i. Chimnet: Mr. Kelly spoke with the First Selectman 
 
17. Motion made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mr. Lanese that the Stratified Elementary Building 
Committee cancel the purchase order as non responsive, remove the vendor from the approved bid list, and 
forward the history of this issue to the Town Attorney and First Selectman’s to investigate the dealings between 
Chimenet and the Town. 
 
18. Motion was made by Mr. Kochman and seconded by Mr. Lanese to pay $215,772.95 for the following 
invoices: 
-Silver Petrucelli & Associates, invoice 11-1200 $         82.48 
-CT Materials Testing, invoice 2011-4069 $       425.00 
-Horizon Engineering, invoice RO109Z-075-22 $    4,975.20 
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-William B. Meyer, invoice COM-857-1/1 $    1,522.30 
-Malkin Construction Corp., invoice MCC-0911 $    1,826.00 
-Malkin Construction Corp., invoice B9050ORQ21 $206,941.97  
 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
IV. New critical construction items  
-Punch list to be ready prior to the next meeting.  
-Horizon: training session tomorrow and next week. Report will be sent to Mr. Kelly 
-PCOs that still need to be addressed: 35, 96, 186, 216, 223, 228, 236, 238, 239, 241, 242, 243, 244 
-Room classroom signage on the doors and on the fire panel.  Signage should be permanent on the classroom 
doors.  Mr. Procino will provide samples for the committee to decide. 
-Mr. Pesce’s list (previously submitted to Town Clerk): 
1. Student chairs: approved 
2. Library table: Mr. Procino to cancel the order 
3. Bookcases: add to scope 
4. File Cabinets: error in planning 
5. Office wardrobe cabinets: in progress 
6. Kidney Tables: error in communication 
7. Cafeteria Tables: Not approved 
8. Library cabinets/Circulation Desk: approved 
9. Conference Room Chairs: error in planning 
10. Main office Copier: error in planning 
11. Computer Lab: error in planning, can still be corrected 
12. Bulletin Boards: on order 
13. Library shelving: being handled in-house 
14. Lighting in kitchen, library and gym: needs to be addressed.  Mr. Silver and electrician will review the gym 
configuration. 
15. Speakers in cafeteria, gym and library: needs to be addressed. 
16. Clocks: for 8-9 special rooms.  Needs to be reviewed 
17. Sound panels in cafeteria: needs to be addressed. Per Mr. Procino - the main entry panels should arrive 
within next few weeks. 
18. School Name: to be reviewed, but sign is up on the building 
19. Exit door by new wing: Mr. Morabito is addressing this issue 
20. Ceramic tile wall: to be discussed 
21. Floor tile replacement patches: Mr. Pesce will investigate and report to the committee 
22. Retaining wall: Mr. Procino will investigate and report back to committee 
23. Library doors: previously addressed by committee 
24. Trees by Kindergarten: Mr. Procino will investigate and report back to committee 
 
-Punchlists: to be provided by the Board of Education, Architect Engineer, Commission Agent.  They are to be 
submitted prior to the next meeting.  The lists should be prioritized. 
-Mr. Procino: The screening by dumpsters to arrive within the next few weeks. 
-Mr. Silver: Panel above Door 101H (From the original 1929 building) possibly needs to be addressed.  
-Process of reviewing and payment of bills: paid to date and not to exceed amounts and outside the scope.  Fuss 
and O’Neil payments were discussed.  Silver/Petrucelli and Malkin Construction Corp. to review payments.  
Mrs. Leslie to submit Motions to Silver/Petrucelli, 
 
VIII. Public Comment 
Mrs. Cutaia-Leonard: asked about library media center 
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Mr. Pesce: asked about left over money; state reimbursements  
Mr. Silver: will give the Fuss and O’Neil’s tank closure report from several years ago to Mr. Morabito  
 
IX: New Business: 
Committee wants recommendations from the contractors, architect engineer and construction manager. 
 
Final bills from: Builders Risk Insurance and Financing Costs.  Mr. Kelly has spoken with Mr. Hiller about 
them. 
 
VII. Discuss Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on October 7th

Guest speakers: Mr. Kelly, Dr. Title, Mr. Pesce and Mr. Tetreau 
Invitees: Stratfield Building Committee, Central Office, BOE, BOF, BOS, State and Town officials, PTA, 
Neighbors, Silver Petrucelli and Malkin Construction 
 
Mr. Yahn: would like the members of the committee to meet after the ribbon cutting ceremony with Malkin 
Construction in conference room.  
 
IX. Adjourn 
 
Next meeting will be held October 7, 2:00 pm at the Stratfield Elementary School for the ribbon cutting 
ceremony. 
 
Motion was made by Mrs. Dittrich and seconded by Mr. Lanese to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed 
unanimously at 9:45 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
T.J. Lanese 
Secretary 
 
Charlotte Leslie 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
FOLLOW-UP ITEMS: 
1. Melville Avenue steps 
2. Lighting in the kitchen and media center 
3. Chimnet: motion by committee 
4. Punch lists provided to committee prior to 11/1 meeting 
5. Kitchen Windows: Mrs. Cutaia-Leonard to follow-up on conversation with Mr. Morabito and Fire Marshall 
6. Horizon report 
7. Panel above Door 101H – follow up with Mr. Silver 


