
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2013 

 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, September 24, 2013 at the 
Education Center, Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by Moderator Jeff Steele. 
 
PRESENT:  42   ABSENT:  8   VACANCY:  0  
 
PRESENT: Becker, Herley, Lipp, Meyer, Sundman, Jennings, Mitola, Steele, Varian, Bateson, 

Conley, Ference, Mackenzie, McCullough, Dean, Mezoff, Garskof, McAleese, Smey, 
Stamler, Brogan, Campbell,  Gottlieb, Marmion, Wolk, Hochberg, Hoffkins, Newman, 
Patten, Schwartz, Braun, Marks, McCarthy,  Stopa, Felner, Mirabile, Pontrelli, 
Abercrombie, Hannum, Lee, Ryan, Way  

 
ABSENT: P. Ambrose, Hug, DeMartino, Palmer, M. Ambrose, Kery, Domeika, Jacob 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Moderator Steele asked for a moment of silence in memory of the victims of the recent tragedy at the 
Navy Yard in Washington DC. 

 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR MEETINGS HELD ON JUNE 24, 2013 AND AUGUST 26, 
2013. 

 
Ann Stamler, District 5 moved to amend pg. 2 of the August minutes, as follows in order to reflect the 
explanation of the waiving of Rule 32, duly seconded and carried with 1 abstention (McAleese).  
 
“MOTION: A. Stamler offered a friendly amendment to explicitly waive the portion of Rule 32 which 
states, All proposed ordinances shall initially be referred to the Committee on Legislation and 
Administration and thereafter to any appropriate standing or special committee as referred by the 
Moderator for consideration,” Rep. Bateson accepted the friendly amendment, duly seconded.” 
 
“VOTE:  The motion to waive the portion of Rule 32 of the RTM Rules to Regulate which states, All 
proposed ordinances shall initially be referred to the Committee on Legislation and Administration and 
thereafter to any appropriate standing or special committee as referred by the Moderator for 
consideration, was approved with 36 in favor and 1 opposed (Schwartz).” 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE REAPPOINTMENTS OF 

DONALD C. DIMARTINO, TERRI F. LEOPOLD AND RICHARD A. 
SPECIALE TO THE TOWN FACILITIES COMMISSION TERMS 
JULY 2013 – 2016 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
VOTE:  The resolution to reappoint Messrs. DiMartino, Speciale and Ms. Leopold to the Town Facilities 
Commission was approved with 40 in favor and 1 abstention (Meyer). (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
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ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL:  TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE APPOINTMENT OF 

KIMBERLY L. MARSHALL TO THE TOWN FACILITIES 
COMMISSION TERM JULY 2013 - 2016 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
VOTE:  The resolution to appoint Kimberly L. Marshall to the Town Facilities Commission was 
approved with 40 in favor and 1 abstention (Meyer). (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE APPOINTMENT OF 

WILLIAM T. MCDONALD TO THE RIVERFIELD ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE (TO FILL THE VACANCY 
CREATED BY THE RESIGNATION OF DOROTHY DOMEIKA) 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
VOTE:  The resolution to appoint William T. McDonald to the Riverfield Elementary School Building 
Committee was approved by unanimous voice vote. (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE REAPPOINTMENTS 

OF MARTHA S. BROOKS, THOMAS J. DREW AND DAVID 
P. SCHMIDT TO THE ETHICS COMMISSION TERMS JULY 
2013 - 2015 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
Thomas Drew was present and explained that he had served three terms as a state representative and two 
terms on the RTM.  He appreciates the opportunity to serve and believes that integrity in our government 
goes to the core of successful government. 
 
VOTE:  The resolution to reappoint Ms. Brooks and Messrs. Drew and Schmidt to the Ethics 
Commission was approved by unanimous voice vote. (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE APPOINTMENT OF 

MARGARET BROWNING KUFFERMAN TO THE HISTORIC 
DISTRICT COMMISSION, TERM NOV. 2010-2015 (TO FILL 
VACANCY CREATED BY THE RESIGNATION OF PETER 
PETRON)  

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
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VOTE:  The resolution to appoint Ms. Kufferman to the Historic District Commission was approved by 
unanimous voice vote. (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE APPOINTMENT OF JOHN 

MORGAN AS AN ALTERNATE TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
COMMISSION, TERM NOV. 2011-2016 (TO REPLACE MARGARET 
BROWNING KUFFERMAN, WHO MOVED TO FULL MEMBER)  

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
Mr. Morgan was present and explained that he is a member of Trinity Southport and historic preservation 
is very important to him.   
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 asked if he would be able to recuse himself on matters that may involve Trinity.  
Mr. Morgan replied that he would definitely be able to recuse himself and that he does not live in the 
Southport Historic District. 
 
VOTE:  The resolution to appoint Mr. Morgan as an Alternate Member of the Historic District 
Commission was approved by unanimous voice vote. (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, THE GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT TO SKYVIEW 
SOLAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF ERECTING A PHOTOVOLTAIC 
ELECTRIC GENERATION SYSTEM AT THE POSTOL RECREATION 
CENTER PARKING LOT AT 75 MILL PLAIN ROAD FOR THE SOLE 
BENEFIT OF THE POSTOL RECREATION CENTER, THE TERM OF THE 
AGREEMENT BEING TWENTY YEARS, BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
APPROVED.” 

 
This item was withdrawn. 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, THE GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT TO SKYVIEW 
SOLAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF ERECTING A PHOTOVOLTAIC 
ELECTRIC GENERATION SYSTEM ON THE ROOF OF OPERATION 
HOPE AT 50 NICHOLS STREET FOR THE SOLE BENEFIT OF 
OPERATION HOPE, THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT BEING TWENTY 
YEARS, BE, AND HEREBY IS, APPROVED.” 

 
This item was withdrawn. 
 
ITEM NO. 11 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, THE GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT TO GREENSKIES 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ERECTING A PHOTOVOLTAIC ELECTRIC 
GENERATION SYSTEM ON THE ROOF OF PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE 
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AT 705 RICHARD WHITE WAY FOR THE SOLE BENEFIT OF THE 
PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE, THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT BEING 
TWENTY YEARS, BE, AND HEREBY IS, APPROVED.” 

 
This item was withdrawn. 
 
ITEM NO. 12 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, THE GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT TO GREENSKIES 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ERECTING A PHOTOVOLTAIC ELECTRIC 
GENERATION SYSTEM ON THE ROOF OF THE SENIOR CENTER AT 
100 MONA TERRACE FOR THE SOLE BENEFIT OF THE SENIOR 
CENTER, THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT BEING TWENTY YEARS, 
BE, AND HEREBY IS, APPROVED.” 

 
This item was withdrawn. 
 
ITEM NO. 13 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, THE GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT TO SKYVIEW 
SOLAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF ERECTING A PHOTOVOLTAIC 
ELECTRIC GENERATION SYSTEM ON THE ROOF OF THE FAIRFIELD 
THEATRE COMPANY AT 70 SANFORD STREET FOR THE SOLE 
BENEFIT OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, THE TERM OF THE 
AGREEMENT BEING TWENTY YEARS, BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
APPROVED.” 

 
This item was withdrawn. 
 
ITEM NO. 14 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC WORKS, THE GRANTING OF AN EASEMENT TO SKYVIEW 
SOLAR FOR THE PURPOSE OF ERECTING A PHOTOVOLTAIC 
ELECTRIC GENERATION SYSTEM ON THE ROOF OF THE FIRE 
HEADQUARTERS AT 140 REEF ROAD FOR THE SOLE BENEFIT OF THE 
FIRE HEADQUARTERS, THE TERM OF THE AGREEMENT BEING 
TWENTY YEARS, BE, AND HEREBY IS, APPROVED.” 

 
This item was withdrawn. 
 
David Mackenzie, District 3 asked that when these items do come back to the Body that an executive 
summary be prepared so they can be better informed and vote intelligently as there is a lot of legalese 
involved.  Moderator Steele suggested all questions go through him and he will forward them to the first 
selectman.   
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 asked if these items will be on the October Call.  First Selectman Mike Tetreau 
indicated that the agreements need to be reviewed and all questions answered so he was unsure as to 
whether that process would be completed for the October meeting. 
 
ITEM NO. 15 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: “WHEREAS, GENERAL 
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ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 6706, ‘AN ACT IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS OF THE 
STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2015 CONCERNING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT,’ INCLUDES AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPOSITION 
OF COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS, COUNCIL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS, AND 
REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCIES IN DESIGNATED PLANNING REGIONS; 
AND WHEREAS, THE GREATER BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL COUNCIL (GBRC) 
CREATED PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 4-124C TO 4-124H OF THE GENERAL 
STATUTES CURRENTLY OPERATES AS A REGIONAL COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 4-124J OF THE CONNECTICUT 
GENERAL STATUTES ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2015 AS AMENDED; AND 
WHEREAS, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH IN 
SECTION 4-124J OF THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES, AS AMENDED, 
THE GREATER BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL COUNCIL HAS ENDORSED SECTION 
4-124I THROUGH 4-124P, INCLUSIVE, OF THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL 
STATUTES AS AMENDED, BY RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CURRENT 
DESIGNATION BY THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT OFFICE OF POLICY AND 
MANAGEMENT TO BE CONSTITUTED AS A REGIONAL COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS, WHEREAS, THE GREATER BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL 
COUNCIL SHALL BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 6706, ‘AN ACT IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS OF THE 
STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2015 CONCERNING 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT,’ BE IT RESOLVED, THE REPRESENTATIVE TOWN 
MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD HEREBY RATIFIES THE ACTION OF 
THE GREATER BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL COUNCIL TO BECOME A COUNCIL 
OF GOVERNMENTS AS DETERMINED AT A MEETING OF THE REGIONAL 
PLANNING ORGANIZATION HELD ON JUNE 12, 2013, TOWARD THAT END, 
THE GREATER BRIDGEPORT REGIONAL COUNCIL FORMALLY ADOPTED 
SECTION 4-124I THROUGH 4-124P, INCLUSIVE, OF THE CONNECTICUT 
GENERAL STATUTES, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH 
IN SECTION 4-124J OF THE CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES. BE IT 
FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THIS RESOLUTION SHALL GO INTO EFFECT 
UPON THE ENACTMENT AND APPROVAL OF ENABLING LEGISLATION OF 
MEMBER MUNICIPALITIES OF THE REGION.” 

 
VOTE: Ann Stamler, District 5 moved to waive reading of the item, duly seconded and carried 
unanimously. 
 
Tom McCarthy, District 8 explained that in committee he had voted in favor of the item, but after further 
review he does not feel he understands it well enough and asked for further explanation. 
 
Brian Bidolli, GBRC Executive Director explained that the State is trying to rework the entity from a 
council of elected officials to a council of governments.  Nothing will change in its structure it is only 
semantics to comply with the new law. 
 
Heather Dean, District 4 asked what the State’s impetus was to change this.  Mr. Bidolli explained the 
move is for more fiscal responsibility and accountability. 
 
John Mitola, District 2 asked for an explanation of what the GBRC does. 
 
Mr. Bidolli said their services include transportation planning, land use, conservation and hazard 
mitigation.   
 
Hal Schwartz, District 7 asked where Fairfield was among the other members towns’ legislative bodies in 
approving this.  Mr. Bidolli reported that Stratford, Trumbull and Monroe have already passed it and are 
waiting for approval from Bridgeport and Easton. 
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Jay Lipp, District 1 asked if our fiscal responsibility would change to which Mr. Bidolli replied in the 
negative.   
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 asked if anything in the Town Code or Charter would preclude us from approving 
this.   
 
Mr. Bidolli said four years ago the RTM approved the change from appointed officials to the member 
municipalities’ CEOs. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau said the same six people would be at the table.  Fairfield has benefitted from the 
GBRC in several ways including the Charette on Commerce Drive, a comprehensive GIS system for the 
member towns and the development of flood mitigation plans. 
 
Jeff Steele, District 2 asked if Fairfield’s authority would change at all to which Mr. Bidolli replied it 
would remain the same. 
 
VOTE: The resolution to approve amendments to the composition of the Greater Bridgeport Regional 
Council was approved by voice vote with 36 in favor, 4 opposed (Meyer, McCullough, Mezoff, Pontrelli) 
and 1 abstention (Ryan). (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 16 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, THE 
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY (“C-
PACE”) AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
AND THE CONNECTICUT CLEAN ENERGY AND INVESTMENT 
AUTHORITY IS HEREBY APPROVED; AND FURTHER 
RESOLVED, THAT THE FIRST SELECTMAN IS HEREBY 
AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE SUCH AGREEMENT ON BEHALF 
OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD.” 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
Kathy Braun, District 8 said she appreciates this “green” activity which allows commercial property 
owners to make their buildings more energy efficient.  She said there are reporting requirements and liens 
that must be filed by the tax collector.   
 
Cinda Buchter, Tax Collector explained that the State files the liens but the lien stipulations and the 
collection process is equivalent to our sewer assessments. She has worked with the State and other tax 
collectors so we will have the software to do this.  C-PACE will have its own bill. 
 
Rep. Braun indicated she was in favor of this program. 
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 asked if the terms of the agreement are favorable to the Town. 
 
Town Attorney Stanton Lesser said he had reviewed the agreement and has no problem with it and thinks 
it will be good for the Town. 
 



RTM   7  
September 23, 2013 

VOTE: The resolution to approve the C-PACE agreement was approved by unanimous voice vote. (Reps. 
Herley, Wolk and Lee were not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 17 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
FINANCE: “RESOLVED, THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
WORKS, THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD DOES HEREBY 
APPROPRIATE $1,300,000 TOWARDS THE COST OF CREATING 
A MICROGRID TO SERVE FIRE HEADQUARTERS, POLICE 
HEADQUARTERS, THE CELL PHONE TOWER AT 100 REEF 
ROAD, ECC AND OPERATION HOPE; AND FURTHER 
RESOLVED, THAT THE FIRST SELECTMAN BE, AND HEREBY 
IS, AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT AND EXPEND A GRANT FROM 
THE CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (DEEP) IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,167,659 TO PAY A PORTION OF THE COSTS OF SUCH 
APPROPRIATION.  THE TOWN SHARE OF THIS PROJECT IS TO 
BE FUNDED FROM THE CURRENT 2013-2014 CONTINGENCY 
ACCOUNT; AND FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE FIRST 
SELECTMAN BE, AND HEREBY IS, AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE, 
ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, ANY AND ALL 
NECESSARY DOCUMENT TO SECURE SUCH GRANT.” 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
David Becker, District 1 voiced his concerns about these Town buildings being in the flood zone and the 
lessons we learned from Superstorm Sandy.  There is also no dual fuel option.  Although he will vote in 
favor, he would like a long-term plan for the emergency services buildings.   
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 suggested looking at the Ludlowe campus for this type of project.  We need to 
address our residents’ needs not just our infrastructure.   
 
First Selectman Tetreau stated that during Sandy the generator at Ludlowe HS only heated the cafeteria 
and now the circuitry needs to be reworked.  There is a diesel generator at the Police Dept. but there is a 
requirement for 30-day fuel supply.  The GBRC looked at flooding issues not only in the beach area but 
other areas of town including Samp Mortar, Lake Mohegan, Rooster River and if the dams on the Easton 
Reservoir did not hold.  We could also move our emergency operations to higher ground at Fairfield 
University. 
 
Jeff Steele, District 2 asked if Fairfield Warde was a possible option to which First Selectman Tetreau 
replied that Ludlowe MS would be an option so it’s all on one campus as opposed to across town. 
 
VOTE:  The resolution to appropriate $1,300,000 and accept and expend a DEEP grant for a microgrid at 
police and fire headquarters was approved by unanimous voice vote. (Rep. Lee was not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 18 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE: 
“RESOLVED, THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM THE 
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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, THE FIRST SELECTMAN BE, AND 
HEREBY IS, AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE UNITED 
ILLUMINATING COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000 FROM THE 
COMPANY’S ‘BRIGHT IDEAS’ PROGRAM; AND FURTHER 
RESOLVED, THAT THE FIRST SELECTMAN BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
AUTHORIZED TO EXPEND THE $15,000 TOWARDS THE COST OF A 
WIRELESS ENERGY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR INDEPENDENCE 
HALL; AND FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE FIRST SELECTMAN 
BE, AND HEREBY IS, AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE, ON BEHALF OF 
THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, ANY AND ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS 
THAT FACILITATE THE TOWN’S PARTICIPATION IN UNITED 
ILLUMINATING’S BRIGHT IDEAS GRANT PROGRAM.” 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
VOTE: The resolution to accept and expend a $15,000 grant from United Illuminating on a wireless 
energy management system at Independence Hall was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 19 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON AMENDMENTS TO THE 

TAX RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED 
HOMEOWNERS ORDINANCE, SECTION 95-7 TO SECTION 95-
15.4 OF CHAPTER 95, ARTICLE III, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN 
OF FAIRFIELD, SPONSORED BY THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED 
HOMEOWNERS TAX RELIEF ORDINANCE COMMITTEE.  

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
Tom McCarthy, Chair of the RTM Tax Relief Committee said there were concerns about the 
collectability of deferrals. The tax collector addressed our concerns and as long as the deferrals liens are 
written in the context of tax relief liens they are collectable.  The deferral program is a last resort for those 
senior citizens who feel they can no longer afford to live here because of high taxes.   
 
He further explained that Darien has 17 participants, but he doesn’t expect a large turnout as it is a last 
resort option.  We are under the ceiling for the program, but if we were to hit the ceiling we would have to 
go into proration.  Currently the Assessor does not have the software program to address this.  Mr. 
McCarthy thanked the committee for its hard work and Cinda Buchter and Don Ross for their wealth of 
knowledge. 
 
MOTION:  Tom McCarthy moved to amend the resolution from Section 95-15.4 to 95-15, duly 
seconded. 
 
VOTE: The motion to amend the resolution to reflect Section 95-15 was approved by unanimous voice 
vote. 
 
Marc Patten, District 7 asked for clarification of 95-15B(3) whether it should be the annual percentage 
rate of 3% and the rate on 10-year Treasury Notes because mathematically there’s a problem. The 
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minutes of the August 2013 meeting reflect it should be or. That change has been incorporated into the 
ordinance.  Mr. Patten thanked the committee again for its dedication. 
 
VOTE: The proposed amendments to the Tax Relief for Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance 
were approved with 39 in favor, 1 against (Schwartz) and 2 abstentions (McCullough, Mezoff). 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne 
Town Clerk 


