
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
March 18, 2013 

 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, March 18, 2013 at the 
Education Center, Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:10 P.M. by Moderator Jeff Steele. 

 
PRESENT:  46   ABSENT:   4  VACANCY:   0 
 
PRESENT: Becker, Herley, Lipp, Meyer, P. Ambrose, Jennings, Mitola, Steele, Varian, Bateson, 

Conley, Ference, McCullough, Dean, DeMartino, Hug, Mezoff, Palmer, M. Ambrose, 
Garskof, McAleese, Smey, Stamler, Brogan, Campbell, Gottlieb, Marmion, Wolk, 
Hochberg, Hoffkins, Newman, Patten, Schwartz, Braun, Marks, McCarthy, Stopa, 
Domeika, Felner, Mirabile, Pontrelli, Abercrombie, Hannum, Lee, Ryan, Way  

 
ABSENT:  Sundman, Mackenzie, Kery, Jacob 
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 moved to suspend Rule #16 and take items numbered 3, 10 and 7, duly seconded 
and carried unanimously. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
Moderator J. Steele asked for a moment of silence for the family of Rep Thomas McCarthy 
whose father recently passed away. 
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 moved to suspend Rule # 16 and take Items numbered 3, 10 and 7, duly seconded 
and carried unanimously. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL:  TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE MINUTES OF THE 
                                            REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 25, 2013 
 
Upon motion made, duly seconded and carried, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved with 1 
abstention (Bateson). (McCullough and M. Ambrose were not present). 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL:    TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE  

FOLLOWING RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
FIRST SELECTMAN:  “RESOLVED, THAT A CERTAIN 
CONTRACT BY AND BETWEEN THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD AND LOCAL UNION #350, CONNECTICUT 
ORGANIZATION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY (COPS), 
CONCERNING CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR A 
PERIOD COMMENCING JULY 1, 2010 AND ENDING JUNE 
30, 2013 BE, AND HEREBY IS, RATIFIED.”  

***See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
Peter Ambrose, District 2 stated that he would be voting in favor of the contract and that it was 
the RTM’s function to pass or reject this contract. He thanked the Police Union for making 
favorable changes to this contract which will provide a better foundation going forward with 
new contract negotiations. 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 agreed with Rep Ambrose’s comments that the negotiating teams have listened to 
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what this RTM has been saying and felt it was a favorable contract.   
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 questioned the defined contribution plan which was included in other contracts but 
not this one. 
 
Attorney Pat McHale explained the social security implications and other specific components of the 
defined benefit vs. defined contribution plans.  
 
Joe Palmer, District 4 asked what an arbiter would look at in regard to employee compensation packages 
and social security. 
 
Attorney McHale said all employees are eligible for social security while all public safety units are not 
eligible for social security.  It makes sense not to pursue a 401A plan as it will cost over 5% more of 
pensionable payroll.   
 
John Mitola, District 2 said the contract was fair for both sides. 
 
Marc Patten, District 7 felt this contract was much better than the one that was negotiated in 2011. 
 
Bruce Ryan, District 10 said that we are trying to avoid the liability of making an annuity payment to all 
employees so it might cost us more today but in the long run the liability won’t be there if we moved to 
the 401(a) plan. 
 
Atty. McHale explained the taxpayer will have to fund whatever portion of the deferred compensation 
plan the Town has, while there are inherent risks in both.  Under the circumstances if you fund the 
liability it will cost more to fund a 401(a) vs. continuing the defined benefit plan with the reductions 
agreed to for the new hires.  The pension is funded appropriately based on actuarial assumptions. 
 
Michael Herley, District 1 indicated it is a fair contract to the employees and will support it based on the 
financial reasons explained earlier. 
 
Heather Dean, District 4 thanked those involved for the copious amount of information regarding the 
contract. 
 
Selectman Vahey, Chief MacNamara and Steve Krauchik, Candlewood Rd., spoke in favor of the 
contract. 
 
VOTE: The motion to ratify the COPS contract for the period July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2013 was 
approved with 41 in favor, 3 opposed (Bateson, DeMartino, Ryan) and 2 abstentions (Lipp, Meyer). 
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL:   TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING  

RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, THAT THE LEASE AMENDMENT 
BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD AND SPRINT SPECTRUM 
REALTY COMPANY LP BE, AND HEREBY IS, APPROVED; AND 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT FIRST SELECTMAN MICHAEL 
TETREAU BE, AND HEREBY 
IS, AUTHORIZED TO EXECUTE THE LEASE AMENDMENT AND 
RELATED DOCUMENTS.” 

***See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
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VOTE: The motion to approve the Lease Amendment between the Town of Fairfield and Sprint 
Spectrum Realty Co LP was unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: TO HEAR UPDATE FROM THE RTM REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE 
 
Hank Ference, District 3 stated that to date, there have been 18 meetings and no resolution. There 
needs to be a redistricting plan in place by June 1, 2013. Originally, the Democrats wanted 10 districts 
with 5 reps in each. The Republicans wanted 8 districts with 4 in each. The committee is deadlocked. We 
are the only Town that is not redistricted at this time. We need to move forward. 
 
Kevin Hoffkins, District 7 indicated at one point the Republicans had rejected 4 members per district.  
The Democrats just don’t think anything other than 10 districts is fair because it will unfairly befit the 
Republicans so we are at a stand off. 
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 new to the committee, suggested the logical solution would be 9. He 
would like to propose a new redistricting plan at the April meeting. 
 
Hal Schwartz , District 7 asked if that could be done since the Charter says it comes from the Committee. 
 
Jeff Steele, District 2 said 2.6A of the Charter says it’s an ordinance not the ordinance. 
 
Town Attorney Stanton Lesser stated that it has to be presented by the committee. 
 
Rep. Steele stated that we are facing a fairly grave situation, clearly in violation of the State Statute and 
subject to possible lawsuit. There will be no vote tonight. 
 
Discussion ensued with several representatives speaking in favor of and against changing the number of 
districts and representatives. 
 
Representative Dean reminded the Body about appropriate representation set forth by our founding 
fathers who believed about proper, fair and balanced representation as it was established by the Town 
Charter and the beginning of the RTM; it should not change from 10 districts with 5 representatives from 
each. 
 
Moderator J. Steele ended the conversation by saying, the Charter is flawed; there is no tie breaker. He 
believes there was more progress with tonight’s conversation than in the past 18 months.  
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 
                                         RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
                                         SELECTMEN:“RESOLVED THAT THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD (1)  

ESTABLISH THE OSBORN HILL SCHOOL BUILDING 
COMMITTEE;(2) AUTHORIZE THE PREPARATION OF 
SCHEMATIC DRAWINGS AND OUTLINE SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
THIS PROJECT; AND (3) AUTHORIZE THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION TO FILE AN APPLICATION FOR A SCHOOL 
BUILDING GRANT.” 

 
VOTE: The motion to establish the Osborn Hill Committee; authorize the preparation of schematic 
drawings and outline specifications and authorize the BOE to file an application for a school building 
grant was approved with a 43 in favor and 1 abstention (McCarthy). (Hug and McAleese were not 
present to vote). 
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ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL:     APPOINTMENTS TO THE OSBORN HILL SCHOOL BUILDING  
COMMITTEE BRET I. BADER (I), SUSAN CARDONA (U), 
WILLIAM H. DUNN ( R ), KIMBERLY L. MARSHALL (D), STEVEN 
D. WHITE (U) 
 

***See Committee Reports Attached Hereto 
 
Steven White introduced himself and felt his background as a builder would be beneficial to the 
committee. 
 
VOTE: The appointments to the Osborn Hill School Building Committee were approved with a 42 in 
favor and 2 opposed (Ference, McCullough). (Hug and McAleese were not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL:   TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING  

RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN: “WHEREAS, THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN, AT ITS 
MEETINGOF FEBRUARY 6, 2013, TASKEDTHE AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING COMMITTEE TO PREPARE AN UPDATE TO THE 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD’S AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN; AND 
 
WHEREAS, THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMITTEE 
INTENDS TO SEEK GRANT FUNDING FROM THE STATE OFFICE 
OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE AS 
MAY BE AVAILABLE TO DEVELOP SAID UPDATE TO THE 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PLAN; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH A REQUEST FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY & 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THE FIRST SELECTMAN BE, AND 
HEREBY IS AUTHORIZED TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR 
ASSISTANCE UNDER THE HOUSING FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH 
PROGRAM, AS REFERENCED IN SECTION 8-13 OF THE 
CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES, TO EXECUTE ANY 
DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE THE TOWN’S 
PARTICIPATION IN SAID PROGRAM, AND TO ADMINISTER 
ANY GRANT FUNDS PROVIDED IN CONNECTION 
THEREWITH.” 

 
MOTION: Mr. Marks moved to waive the reading of this item, duly seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
Peter Ambrose District 2 asked if there were strings attached to the grant monies.  
 
Steve Grathwohl, Affordable Housing Committee Chair stated the only stipulation would be to consider 
an incentive housing zone.  Mr. Ambrose asked how other communities handled that. Mr. Grathwohl said 
locally Darien and New Canaan were given funding. and a large number of the 50 communities receiving 
funding did not enact the zone. 
 
VOTE: The resolution to authorize the First Selectman to submit an application for assistance under the 
Housing for Economic Growth Program was approved with a 32 in favor, 9 opposed (Lipp, Braun 
P. Ambrose, Ference, DeMartino, M. Ambrose, Smey, Felner, Pontrelli) and ( 1 abstention, McCullough). 
(Hug and McAleese were not present to vote). 
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ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING   
    RESOLUTION AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF  

FINANCE:“RESOLVED, THAT THE BOND APPROPRIATION 
ENTITLED, “ A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $1,037,000 FOR 
THE COSTS OF CERTAIN NONRECURRING CAPITAL PROJECTS 
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE 
SUCH APPROPRIATION,’CONSISTING OF THRESS PAGES, A 
COPY OF WHICH IS ATTACHED HERETO, BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
APPROVED.” 

 
Jay Lipp, District 1 moved to divide the question in order to act upon each item separately. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Lipp moved to remove the $105,000 for the emergency generator at Old Town Hall 
from the bonding authorization, duly seconded. 
 
Sheila Marmion, District 6 does not support removing this item particularly when without it we can 
potentially lose revenue in an emergency. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau stated this has had a recent impact at the tax deadline, although governed by the 
State Statutes our citizens would have been charged late fees. This was the second year in a row that 
elections were hampered during storms Alfred and Sandy. The Board of Finance did the math, when 
we are not open we are paying our employees and at these times we need all hands on deck. We need to 
be careful to protect our assets. 
 
Joe DeMartino, District 4 asked if anything changed during the budget sessions that see this as an 
extraneous cost.  
 
Town Clerk Betsy Browne explained that if the pipes froze, it would jeopardize the Town Vault.  During 
Hurricane Sandy she issued absentee ballots out of Independence Hall because there was no power in Old 
Town Hall.  All vital records are kept in that vault. It is a historic building that houses many vital 
functions and asked that this item be funded. 
 
David Becker, District 1 felt this is not a solution at this time, and there could be a better plan with 
portables. 
 
Amy Mezoff, District 4 stated that if something significant were to go wrong, as a historic building 
it would cost far more money to rebuild it. 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 indicated that we lost $5,700 per day for 22 Full Time employees not including 
benefits for 4 days. We have seen a greater number of serious weather events and the need might be 
apparent. 
 
Marc Patten, District 7 indicated that our debt service worries him and felt that this item should not be 
bonded. 
 
Michael Herley, District 1 asked DPW Director Michelangelo about portable generators as a better 
solution. 
 
DPW Director Joe Michaelangelo explained we do not own a portable generator.  We have one on a 
trailer at the Police Department and to run the Town building it would need to be 3-4 times the size of that 
one. Large cables would be required and would not be practical to get portables. He also mentioned that 
DPW had to move to the Parks and Rec building to operate during the storm using the trailer generator. 
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Representative Dean explained that she purchased a generator following the inconveniences her home and 
business and the families who use her programs faced following Irene and Nemo.  Given the inability for 
the roads to be cleared in a timely manner she can’t imagine how portable generators could be relied upon 
to get to the location in a timely manner.  This is a responsible investment for the town.” 
 
Jay Wolk, District 6 stated that we have to believe in the people that do this for a living like Betsy 
Browne and Joe Michelangelo. 
 
VOTE: The motion to remove the $105,000 for the Old Town Hall generator failed with 13 in favor 
(Becker, Herley, Meyer, Lipp, Varian, Conley, McCullough, DeMartino, Patten, Braun, McCarthy, 
Pontrelli, Ryan),  30 opposed and 1 abstention (Way). (Hug and McAleese were not present to vote). 
 
MOTION: Gaylord Meyer, District 1 moved to remove the $200,000 for the re-roofing of the 
Fairfield Woods Branch Library from the bonding authorization, duly seconded. 
 
G. Meyer explained there is a product used on the roof that absorbs moisture and the situation has been 
band-aided enough.   
 
Hal Schwartz, District 7 said the roof is in very bad shape and needs to be fixed now. 
 
Julie Gottlieb, District 6 asked if mold testing had taken place. 
 
DPW Director Michelangelo said testing had been done 4 years ago and came back negative. 
 
Jay Wolk, District 6 said mold is all over the place,  He has been on two ours of the library and the roof 
definitely needs to be fixed. 
 
Kristen Tierney, Library Board of Trustees Chair said the roof is a priority as we need to protect this 
asset.   
 
Charlotte Leslie, Hunter Rd., spoke in opposition to the proposed amendment. 
 
VOTE: The motion to remove $200,000 for the Fairfield Woods Branch Library roof failed with 1 in 
favor (Meyer) 42 opposed and 1 abstention (Braun). (Hug and McAleese were not present to vote).  
 
MOTION: At 10:55 PM, Peter Ambrose, District 2 moved to suspend Rule 36 in order to convene past 
11:00 and take up new business after 11:30, duly seconded and carried with in favor, 3 opposed (Varian, 
McCullough, Mirabile). (Hug and McAleese were not present to vote).  
 
VOTE: The motion to approve the bond resolution appropriating $1,037,000 for the costs of certain 
nonrecurring capital projects was approved with 38 in favor, 5 opposed (Lipp, Meyer, McCullough, 
Braun, Pontrelli) and 1 abstention (Way). (Hug and McAleese were not present to vote).  
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL:        ADOPTION OF ELECTIONS EMERGENCY PLAN 
 
MOTION: Ed Bateson, District 3 moved to amend Section IV B Emergency Actions line to 
read “Section VIII” and to delete “it shall be the Town/BOE policy” and replace it with “it 
is recommended”, duly seconded. 
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 explained he did not think we ca tell the BOE what to do.  ROV Matt Waggner 
explained there is no State law, but they are trying to address parking and access needs while reconciling 
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Police lockdown procedures. 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 corrected two grammatical errors in Section X B line 3 adding 
a period after “ hours” and capitalizing T in “the”. 
 
VOTE: The amendments to Section IV and X were unanimously approved by voice vote. 
(Hug and McAleese were not present to vote). 
 
VOTE: The Emergency Contingency Plan for Elections as amended was unanimously approved 
by voice vote. (Hug and McAleese were not present to vote). 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
The Moderator announced the April meeting would be April 22, 2013 and that committee meetings 
regarding the budget would be held April 3, 4, 8 & 10. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
There being no further business and upon motion made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the 
meeting was adjourned at 11:15 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by:  Kyle Fournier 
 

 


