
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
JANUARY 28, 2013 

 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, January 28, 2013 at the 
Education Center, Kings Highway East, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:20 P.M. by Moderator Jeff Steele. 

 
PRESENT:  47   ABSENT:   3  VACANCY:   0 
 
PRESENT: Becker, Herley, Lipp, Meyer, Sundman, P. Ambrose, Jennings, Mitola, Steele, Varian, 

Bateson, Conley, Ference, Mackenzie, McCullough, Dean, DeMartino, Mezoff, Palmer, 
M. Ambrose, Garskof, Stamler, Brogan, Campbell, Gottlieb, Marmion, Wolk, Hochberg, 
Hoffkins, Newman, Patten, Schwartz, Braun, Kery, Marks, McCarthy, Stopa, Domeika, 
Felner, Jacob, Mirabile, Pontrelli, Abercrombie, Hannum, Lee, Ryan, Way  

 
ABSENT:  Hug, McAleese, Smey 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
The Moderator introduced the Fairfield Pop Warner Peewee Cheerleaders to lead the Body in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence.  
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS BY THE FIRST SELECTMAN 
 
First Selectman Mike Tetreau delivered an address on the State of the Town (attached). 
 
ITEM NO. 3A ON CALL: ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE IN DISTRICT 1 
 
Mr. Steele asked for nominations from the floor to fill the vacancy in District 1.  Gaylord Meyer, District 
1 nominated Jay Lipp, duly seconded.  Kevin Hoffkins, District 7 nominated Dorene Herron, duly 
seconded. 
 
Speaking in favor of Mr. Lipp were Representatives Sundman, Jacob and Braun, and resident Laura 
Incerto.  Speaking in favor of Ms. Herron were Representatives Kery, Dean, Patten and Lee, and resident 
Steve Baxter. 
 
VOTE: Mr. Lipp was elected to fill the vacancy in District 1 with a vote of 24 to 20 with 2 abstentions. 
 
LIPP: Becker, Herley, Meyer, Sundman, P. Ambrose, Jennings, Steele, Varian, Bateson, 

Conley, Ference, Mackenzie, McCullough, DeMartino, Mezoff, Palmer, McCarthy, 
Domeika, Felner, Jacob, Mirabile, Pontrelli, Ryan, Way  

 
HERRON: Mitola, Dean, M. Ambrose, Garskof, Stamler, Brogan, Campbell, Gottlieb, Marmion, 

Wolk, Hochberg, Hoffkins, Newman, Patten, Kery, Marks, Stopa, Abercrombie, 
Hannum, Lee 

 
ABSTAIN: Schwartz, Domeika 
 
Mr. Lipp was administered the oath of office and sat for the meeting. 
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ITEM NO. 3B ON CALL: REPORT ON LEASES OF TOWN BUILDINGS 
 
The annual lease report from Town Attorney Stanton Lesser was distributed at the meeting.   
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 asked to reserve the right to question the report since the information was just 
received this evening.  David Becker, District 1 asked if the Fairfield Theatre Co. is current with their 
payments in accordance with the revenue sharing agreement.   
 
Atty. Lesser indicated he will clarify where FTC stands and will report back at next month’s meeting.  
Moderator Steele confirmed that this item will carry over until next month. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: TO HEAR A REPORT FROM THE BLIGHT OFFICER 

CONCERNING CONDEMNATION AND BLIGHT 
 
This item was withdrawn and will be presented next month. 
 
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 17, 2012 
 
Upon motion made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
The Moderator reported that Item number 6 was eligible for the Consent Calendar. 
 
VOTE: Item 6 approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL: REAPPOINTMENT OF SERAPHEIM D. KOUTAS TO THE 

GREATER BRIDGEPORT TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
 
This item was on the consent calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL: APPOINTMENTS OF THOMAS A. DAILEY & ADAM J. KLYVER 

TO THE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto  
 
VOTE: Messrs. Dailey and Klyver were reappointed to Historic District Commission by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: APPOINTMENT OF MARGARET BROWNING KUFFERMAN TO 

ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
COMMISSION 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  Ms. Kufferman was present. 
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto  
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Peter Ambrose, District 2 asked Ms. Kufferman about her architectural background.  Ms. Kufferman 
indicated that her architectural background helped her in making decisions for the HDC. 
 
VOTE: Ms. Kufferman was appointed to alternate member Historic District Commission by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL: “RESOLVED, that the Bond Appropriation entitled, ‘A Resolution 

Appropriating $4,195,013 for the Costs Associated with the Remediation 
of Osborn Hill Elementary School Relating to the Discovery of PCBs 
Contamination at the School and Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to 
Finance Such Appropriation,’ consisting of three pages, a copy of which 
is attached hereto, be, and hereby is, approved.” 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto  
 
MOTION: Mr. Bateson moved to amend the resolution by inserting a comma after PCBs and adding 
“and a walkway enclosure” after contamination, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE: The motion to amend the resolution to read “Resolved, that the Bond Appropriation entitled, ‘A 
Resolution Appropriating $4,195,013 for the Costs Associated with the Remediation of Osborn Hill 
Elementary School Relating to the Discovery of PCBs, Contamination, and a walkway enclosure at the 
School and Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to Finance Such Appropriation,’ consisting of three pages, 
a copy of which is attached hereto, be, and hereby is, approved” was approved 45-0-1 (Garskof 
abstained). 
 
Hal Schwartz, District 7 asked if this project will require code renovations and additional funding. 
 
Bill Silver of Silver Petrucelli & Associates indicated they had completed a brief code study and do not 
expect any code impact.  The design process will determine the fire impact when it goes to Town Code 
Review.   
 
Josh Garskof, District 5 asked if there is no code issue because just a walkway is being enclosed. 
 
Tom Cullen explained they had a discussion with the fire marshal who indicated they were more 
concerned with the close proximity of the canopy at Sherman while there is no such issue at Osborn. 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 asked if the glass enclosure will be bulletproof. 
 
Mr. Silver explained that it is conventional glazing in aluminum frames and is not ballistic grade, but will 
provide protection from the elements. 
 
Ms. Stamler asked if there are any significant surprises resulting in additional costs what will happen. 
 
Dr. Title said this is all the money that’s budgeted for the project and if something substantial should arise 
it will not be part of the project. 
 
Heather Dean, District 4 asked if there will be ventilation. 
 
Mr. Silver indicated there will be ventilation at the eves and roofline, but since it is not an occupied space 
heating is not automatically planned.   
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Marc Patten, District 7 what the fiscal impact would be doing the project now versus putting it off. 
 
Mr. Cullen said the contractors will be onsite all at once and only one building permit would be issued.  
Mr. Silver said there would be about a $500 savings. 
 
VOTE: The motion to approve the $4,195,013 bond resolution, as amended, for the Osborn Hill School 
PCB project was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL: “RESOLVED, that the Bond Appropriation entitled, ‘A Resolution 

Appropriating $5,155,700 for the Costs of Certain Projects to Restore 
Facilities Damaged by Hurricane Sandy and Authorizing the Issuance of 
Bonds to Finance Such Appropriation,’ consisting of three pages, a copy 
of which is attached hereto, be, and hereby is, approved.” 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded.  
 
**See Committee Reports Attached Hereto  
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 explained that he had concerns about the public benefit of dredging Pine Creek 
channel, but he spoke with Representative Sundman who explained what they were.  He also expressed 
his concerns about accepting federal funds for beach replenishment and whether it will change public 
access to our beaches.  He does not want to hold up these projects but wants the Town to be cautious in 
accepting federal funds if this status will change. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau concurred that this is a real concern that will be addressed. 
 
Nick Mirabile, District 9 agreed that Jennings and Penfield beaches in particular are crowded and wants 
to keep our beaches available to be enjoyed by Fairfield residents. 
 
Heather Dean, District 4 said she is particularly concerned about the safety of the rebuild of Penfield 
Pavilion.  She asked if during the dredging of the harbor the minerals would be tested for contamination. 
 
Public Works Director Joe Michelangelo explained that Southport Harbor was dredged five years ago and 
has filled again with sediment from Hurricane Sandy.  Geoffrey Steadman the Town’s consultant had 
indicated to him that contamination should not be a concern. 
 
Ms. Dean asked how much contamination from Exide affects Southport Harbor.  Mr. Michelangelo 
explained that the Exide material is confined to the northern part of Mill River.  Ms. Dean asked for 
assurance regarding contamination in the Harbor.   
 
Mary VonConta, Harbor Management Commission Chair explained the sandbar is being excavated.  It is 
pure, clean sand.  The DEEP is not concerned; there is no lead or chromium.  They are not digging up the 
bottom of the harbor. 
 
Josh Garskof, District 5 asked if the Code had changed since Penfield Pavilion had been rebuilt.   
 
Mr. Michelangelo said the flood zone change is effective May 2013. 
 
Ian Bass, Lalley Blvd, felt that Penfield Pavilion should be rebuilt smaller and funds be made available to 
the residents who suffered damage from Hurricane Sandy. 
 



REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING 
JANUARY 28, 2013 

5

VOTE:  The motion to approve the $5,155,700 bond resolution to restore facilities damaged by 
Hurricane Sandy was approved 43-0-3 (McCullough, M. Ambrose, Braun abstained). 
 
ITEM NO. 11 ON CALL: To hear, consider and act upon amendments to the Tax Relief for the 

Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance, Section 95-7 to Section 
95-15.4 of Chapter 95, Article III, of the Code of the Town of Fairfield, 
sponsored by the Senior Tax Relief Ordinance committee.  A copy of the 
proposed ordinance is attached. 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 
 
Tom McCarthy, Tax Relief Committee chair explained that the credit option has been enhanced and the 
eligibility bas been increased on the income levels in response to the senior citizens’ concerns.  It is a 
measured approach to keep our seniors in town.   
 
Marc Patten, District 7 and a member of the Committee thanked the Committee as well as Assessor Don 
Ross and Tax Collector Cinda Buchter for their hard work. 
 
Debra Coleman, Cranston St. spoke in support of the proposed ordinance. 
 
VOTE:  The recommended amendments to the Tax Relief ordinance were approved with 45 in favor, 1 
abstention (Schwartz). 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The Moderator announced the February committee meetings will be held on February 19 & 20 at 
McKinley School 
 
ADJOURNMENT
 
There being no further business and upon motion made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by: Kyle Fournier 


