
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
April 22, 2013 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:20 PM by Moderator Jeff Steele. 
 
PRESENT:  46   ABSENT:   4  VACANCY:   0 
 
PRESENT: Becker, Lipp, Meyer, Sundman, P. Ambrose, Jennings, Mitola, Steele, Varian, Bateson, 

Conley, Ference, Mackenzie, McCullough, Dean, DeMartino, Hug, Mezoff, Palmer,  
Garskof, McAleese, Smey, Stamler, Brogan, Campbell, Gottlieb, Marmion, Wolk, 
Hochberg, Hoffkins, Newman, Patten, Schwartz, Kery, Marks, McCarthy, Domeika, 
Felner, Jacob, Mirabile, Pontrelli, Abercrombie, Hannum, Lee, Ryan, Way  

 
ABSENT:  Herley, M. Ambrose, Braun, Stopa 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
Moderator J. Steele asked for a moment of silence in memory of former Senator Ted Lovegrove who 
recently passed away from a long illness. 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL:   TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE MINUTES OF THE        

    REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 18, 2013 
 

Upon motion made by Rep. Dean, duly seconded and carried the minutes were approved with the 
following changes: Page 3, Item #2 before Moderator Steele’s final comment insert “Representative Dean 
reminded the Body about appropriate representation set forth by our founding fathers who believed about 
proper, fair and balanced representation as it was established by the Town Charter and the beginning of 
the RTM; it should not change from 10 districts with 5 representatives from each.”  
 
Page 5 insert after DPW Director’s comments “Representative Dean explained that she purchased a 
generator following the inconveniences her home and business and the families who use her programs 
faced following Irene and Nemo.  Given the inability for the roads to be cleared in a timely manner she 
can’t imagine how portable generators could be relied upon to get to the location in a timely manner.  
This is a responsible investment for the town.” 
 
Motion carried with 1 abstention (Becker) and 1 opposed (DeMartino). 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

RECOMMENDED BY THE FIRST SELECTMAN: “RESOLVED, 
THAT A CERTAIN CONTRACT NEGOTIATED BY AND 
BETWEEN THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD AND LOCAL UNION 1303-
366 OF COUNCIL 4, AFSCME, AFL-CIO FAIRFIELD 
PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
(MID-MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION) CONCERNING 
CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2010 BE, AND HEREBY IS, AMENDED, IN THE 
MANNER DESCRIBED IN THE SUMMARY OF TENTATIVE 
AGREEMENT SO AS TO MAKE THE CONTRACT EFFECTIVE 
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2013, AND TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN 
OTHER CHANGES REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND OTHER 
MATTERS.” 
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Ed Bateson, District 3 referenced a newspaper article in which First Selectman Tetreau indicated that the 
department heads’ benefits follow those of the mid-managers. He asked if that will still be the case. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau replied that historically department heads’ benefits tracked with mid-
management.   
 
Rep. Bateson asked if the document that came out after Paul Hiller’s resignation describing these benefits 
will be changed and would a 401a plan be one of the changes.  Current Department heads will contribute 
11% toward health insurance and new hires would contribute 13%.   
 
First Selectman Tetreau said it would be changed before June 30th with the 401a plan change.  Rep. 
Bateson asked if it would be as soon as practicable.  First Selectman Tetreau replied in the affirmative. 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 asked if there would be a distinction between newly hired department heads and 
existing employees particularly for the pension plan.   
 
First Selectman Tetreau said the Board of Selectmen has already approved changes including eliminating 
the work attendance bonus and the insurance premium cost share increase as of July 1st.  
 
Human Resources Director Mary Carroll-Mirylees explained that the department heads’ benefits are 
patterned after mid-management but it is not exact particularly in regard to salary. 
 
VOTE: The motion to amend the Professional & Technical Employees Association (Mid-Management 
Association) contract effective July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2013 and to incorporate certain other 
changes was approved with 45 in favor and 1 opposed (McCullough). 
 
Joe Palmer, District 4 moved to suspend Rule #16 to take item 6 out of order, duly seconded and carried 
40-6 (McCullough, Mezoff, Smey, Wolk, Schwartz, Patten opposed). 
 
6.   To consider and discuss, including RTM Committee reports and comments from the public, proposed 

appropriations in the amount of $279,778,811 for the Fiscal Year of July 1, 2013 through June 30, 
2014, as recommended by the Board of Finance, for any lawful purpose. The total proposed budget as 
approved by the Board of Finance is as follows:  

 
Schedule of Required Tax Levy for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2014 

FY 2014 Expenditure Budget  $279,778,811 
Less:   
   Non-Tax Revenue ($23,682,117)  
   Senior Tax Relief $4,550,000  
   Prior Year Taxes ($1,857,600)  
Total  ($20,989,717)
   
FY 2014 Required Tax Levy – Net  $258,789,094 
Plus:   
Reserve for Uncollected Taxes and 
Overpayments 

 
$4,719,836 

FY 2014 Required Tax Levy – Gross  $263,508,930 
 

As a result of the actions at the previous meeting the proposed FY14 expenditure budget now stands at 
$280,137,561. 
 
Hal Schwartz, District 7 said he is contemplating a $100,000 reduction to Department 2130 Pequot 
Library line 58500. 
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Dave Mackenzie, District 3 stated that taxes have gone up 2 ½ times the rate of inflation while home 
values have gone down.  A 2% tax increase in line with inflation shows fiscal restraint.  We have gone 
from a proposed increase of 6.4% to 2.9% while there are still ways to realize greater efficiencies and 
spend less.  Rep. Mackenzie said he would propose cutting $1 million from the Board of Ed budget and 
will have a list of proposals for the Town side. 
 
Joe Palmer, District 4 said he appreciates the sense of urgency and action from the other Boards on the 
budget, but there is still work to be done.  He thanked the first selectman and Democrats on the RTM for 
very good dialogue and finding common ground.   
 
MOTION: At 10:50, Ann Stamler, District 5 moved to suspend Rule 36 in order to convene past 11:00 
and take up new business after 11:30, duly seconded and carried with 35 in favor and 11 opposed (Varian, 
Conley, McCullough, Dean, DeMartino, Hug, McAleese, Brogan, Schwartz, McCarthy, Mirabile). 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 said she is not sure if it is true or relevant that taxes have increased at 2 ½ times 
the rate of inflation.  The BOE increase over last year is 1.85% while the Town budget outside of debt 
service, OPEB, etc. is 1.16%.  We were elected to make sure that services are delivered and ensure the 
good management of our town and not peg them to a tax increase.  Town departments have been 
penalized because of actions that have nothing to do with them.  She suggested that public comment be 
allowed again at the budget meeting. 
 
Allen Marks, District 8 asked if specific cuts would be discussed tonight.   
 
Moderator Steele said it has been tradition to discuss potential cuts and comment on the budget at this 
meeting, but there is noting in the Rules or Charter that proposed cuts must be provided prior to the 
annual budget meeting.  This is a form for the public to speak tonight. 
 
Chris McAleese, District 6 asked if Rep. Mackenzie’s proposed cuts are available. 
 
Josh Garskof, District 5 said that people may want to comment on the proposed cuts as well as to the 
budget overall.   
 
Heather Dean, District 4 asked if the public would be allowed to comment again regarding the cuts.   
 
David Becker, District 1 said other boards do not allow public comment the night that they vote. He feels 
there is a push to put things out there.   
 
Joe Palmer, District 4 said he will have potential cuts by May 6th as there are still deliberations to be 
made. 
 
Moderator Steele asked for the cuts by next week to give ample time for review and will allow public 
comment on proposed cuts at the budget meeting May 6th.  
 
Speaking in support of the Board of Education budget were Matthew Hutzelmann, Mike Kelly, Neal 
Fink, Kelly Dunn, BOE chair Phil Dwyer. 
 
Speaking in favor of reducing the overall budget were Lynn Porter, Bill Malchisky, Kate Daniello, Sean 
Donovan, Bud Morten, Urb Leimkuhler and John Llewellyn. 
 
Speaking in favor of the overall budget were Lisa Havey, Kathryn Giff and Mary Hogue. 
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Hal Schwartz, District 7 said it has been 21 days since the Board of Finance voted on the budget, and 
Republicans cannot come up with any cuts or decisions. 
 
Ken Lee, District 10 said there are Town employees who are here to find out what they need to respond to 
and should be given the opportunity to respond. 
 
Selectman Cristin McCarthy Vahey said there has been a tradition of discussing potential cuts at this 
meeting.  It will give a general sense of direction that can be discussed. 
 
David Becker, District 1 said he hopes the majority and minority leaders have a conversation and come 
back together at the May 6th budget meeting. 
 
Ann Stamler, District 5 said there has been a great deal of thought about this budget and whether it should 
be reduced.  She does not want to see any more cuts to departments; it does not mean the Body is not 
having a meaningful discussion. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, THAT FIRST SELECTMAN MICHAEL 
C. TETREAU BE, AND HEREBY IS, AUTHORIZED TO SIGN THE 
AGREEMENT ENTITLED ‘SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND 
THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, 
INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIRED IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE REPLACEMENT OF THE HARBOR 
ROAD BRIDGES (BRIDGE NOS. 04950 AND 04951) OVER THE 
MILL RIVER UTILIZING FEDERAL FUNDS AND A PROJECT 
GRANT UNDER THE STATE’S LOCAL BRIDGE PROGRAM.’” 

 
Ellen Jacob, District 9 asked where this money will go once we are reimbursed.   
 
First Selectman Tetreau said it is not a budget line item since it was an appropriation and bond 
authorization it will go back to the Capital Fund. 
 
Ed Bateson, District 3 said he thought it was a special appropriation not a bond authorization and asked 
for clarification.   
 
Bill Hurley, Town Engineer explained in 2006 a special appropriation of $900,000 was approved bringing 
the grand total for the project to $3,900,000.   
 
Rep. Bateson said given there was no bond issued maybe it should go back to the General Fund. 
 
CFO Bob Mayer said if it had been spent from a bond authorization it would reduce the debt service; if 
nothing was bonded or borrowed then there’s a receivable in the General Fund.  Cash would be increased 
and the receivable would be eliminated so there is no impact. 
 
VOTE:  The motion to authorize the First Selectman to sign the Second Supplemental Agreement for the 
Harbor Road Bridges was approved 45-1 (Bateson opposed). 



Representative Town Meeting  5 
April 22, 2013 
 
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER A SENSE OF THE BODY RESOLUTION IN 

SUPPORT OF HB 6519, AN ACT CONCERNING THE LABELING 
OF GENETICALLY ENGINEERED FOOD, AND HB 6527, AN ACT 
CONCERNING GENETICALLY ENGINEERED BABY FOOD AND 
BABY FORMULA. 

 
Marc Patten, District 7 moved to table this item, duly seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
The Moderator announced the Annual Budget Meeting will be held on May 6 at McKinley School. 
Representative Mitola suggested starting the meeting at 7 PM.  The consensus of those present was to 
start the meeting at 7 PM. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business and upon made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the meeting 
adjourned at 12:03 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by: Kyle Fournier 
 
 


