
































































Redistricting 

 

 

State Redistricting 

 

• After each census, the State is required to consider redistricting of all 

Congressional, State Senate and State Representative Districts in order to keep the 

districts roughly the same size in accordance with the one man, one vote ruling of 

the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

• The result of this redistricting is often a significant change in district lines. 

 

• Whenever a Congressional, State Senate or State Assembly district line crosses a 

Town district line, State law requires that the Town district be divided into sub-

districts for purposes of State elections. 

 

• The Town of Fairfield has one Congressional District, one State Senate District 

and three State Representative Districts within its boundaries. 

 

• Prior to the recent State redistricting, the Town had three subdistricts due to State 

Representative District lines crossing Town district lines. 

 

• Under State law, each subdistrict is required to have a separate polling place with 

separate poll workers, so the Town had 13 polling places in State election years. 

 

• Due to the recent State redistricting, the Town now has 11 subdistricts requiring 

21 polling stations for State elections if no Town District lines are changed. 

 

• State law does not require that Town district lines be changed, only that any 

change that is made receive Town legislative body approval. 

 

Town Redistricting 

 

• Although State law does not require Town redistricting, §2.6.A (2) of the Town 

Charter does require its consideration after completion of the U.S.Census and 

State redistricting. 

 

• The Charter requires the establishment of a committee composed of RTM 

members with equal numbers from each political party.  Except that this 

committee is to be established after the State has redistricted, there is no 

timeframe given for the establishment of this committee. 

 

• The number of members is not specified.  Theoretically, it could be anything from 

2 to 44 given the current makeup of the RTM. 

 



• The task of the committee is to create an ordinance establishing districts that do 

not differ in population by more than 10% from smallest to largest district. 

 

• The provision requires that there be an equal number of members from each 

district with a maximum of 56 members.  In theory, the Committee could propose 

an ordinance making the RTM smaller than its current 50 members. 

 

• The provision also requires that to the extent practicable the Town district lines be 

kept within the assembly district lines to minimize the number of crosses and, 

therefore, voting subdistricts. 

 

• There is no specified timeframe within which this work must be completed. 



election if convened by the Board of Selectmen or upon application by electors as 
provided in Chapter 146 of the General Statutes (C.G.S. § 9-164 et seq.). Vacancies 
shall be filled for a term ending at the same time the vacating member's term would 
have expired. If the person vacating the office was elected as a member of a political 
party, the vacancy shall be filled during the period of appointment from the 
membership of the same political party. 

§ 2.6. Procedures for RTM elections. 

 A. Districts and basis of representation. 

  (1) The voting districts of the Town, including the number of 
districts, for the election of RTM members shall be as established by ordinance adopted 
by the RTM. 

  (2) After completion of the census of the United States and after any 
reapportionment of the State General Assembly Districts affecting the Town, voting 
districts of the Town shall be established by an ordinance proposed by a committee of 
the RTM composed of an equal number of members from each party such that the 
population deviation from the largest to the smallest voting district shall not exceed 
10%. The redistricting ordinance adopted by the RTM shall provide for an equal 
number of members from each district, and, to the extent practicable within the 
constraints of this Charter and State General Assembly redistricting, shall provide for 
districts that are located in only one State General Assembly District. 

  (3) The RTM shall consist of not more than 56 members.  

 B. Qualification. 

  (1) The members of the RTM shall be elected by districts. 

  (2) Each RTM member shall be an elector of the Town and a 
resident of the district from which elected. The effect of ceasing to be a resident of the 
district from which the member was elected or of ceasing to be an elector is prescribed 
in Section 4.2D. 

  (3) Each RTM member shall fulfill the eligibility requirements of 
Section 4.2C at the time of election. 

 C. Nomination. 

  (1) By a political party. The nomination of candidates as members of 
the RTM shall be in the same manner as provided for the nomination of Town officers 




