
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 

 
The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, September 26, 2011, at 
Osborn Hill Elementary School, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by Moderator Jeff Steele. 
 
PRESENT: 39  ABSENT:  11  VACANCY:  0 
 
PRESENT: Becker, Herley, Richmond, Sundman, Jones, Steele, Stewart, Varian, Bateson, Conley, 

Ference, McCullough, Santalesa, DeMartino, Palmer, Garskof, McAleese, Smey, Stamler, 
Brogan, DeSanctis, Dyer, Marmion, Vahey, Hochberg, Hoffkins, Llewellyn, Schwartz, 
Braun, Harrison, Hoffmann, McCarthy, Takami, Felner, McGinty, Millington, Farnen, 
Mears, Way 

 
ABSENT: Challinor, Ambrose, Hug, R. Parker, S. Parker, Gall, Lynch, Dillon, Mirabile, Cafferelli, 

Rubino  
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
The Moderator led the Body in the Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence. 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Upon motion made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the minutes of the Special Meeting held on 
August 31, 2011 were approved as submitted. 
 
MOTION:  Jamie Millington, District 9, moved to take Item #6 out of order, duly seconded and carried 
unanimously. 
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON A RESOLUTION, AMENDING 

AND RESTATING A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE 
REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING ON FEBRUARY 28, 2011 
ENTITLED, “A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $2,200,000 FOR 
THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH RENOVATIONS AND 
EXPANSION OF SHERMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH 
APPROPRIATION,” TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION AND 
BOND AUTHORIZATION TO $3,000,000  

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 
 
**See Committee Reports attached hereto 
 
Jamie Millington, District 9, said that speaking as Majority Leader, the Republicans intend to vote in favor 
of this resolution. 
 
Purchasing Director Twig Holland offered a presentation on how this request came to be. 
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Ed Bateson, District 3, said that he is unhappy with the process. We are being told at a late date that this 
project could never have been completed with $2,000,000. There are huge building projects coming 
forward soon, and he asked that better numbers be brought forward up front. 
 
Cristin McCarthy Vahey, District 6, said that speaking as Minority Leader, the Democrats also intend to 
approve this item. She said she has similar concerns about the project. When one compares the bids to the 
actual, it is apparent that the process needs to be fixed. 
 
Speaking in favor of the resolution were Board of Education Vice Chairman Pam Iacono and Meredith 
McCormack, Fairfield Beach Road, who thanked the Body for the anticipated approval of this resolution.  
 
MOTION:  Ann Stamler, District 5, moved to waive the reading of this item into the record, duly 
seconded and carried unanimously. 
 
VOTE:  The motion to approve increasing the bond resolution for renovations at Sherman School by 
$800,000 was approved unanimously. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: REPORT FROM THE FIRST SELECTMAN ON THE METRO 

CENTER PROJECT 
 
First Selectman Michael Tetreau distributed a report (attached). 
 
Sheila Marmion, District 6, asked about the excavation fees on page 13 and the budget for disposal of soil 
on page 7. She asked where the soil went and what is the timing on removal of the rest of it. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau explained that “excess” soil is different from the PCB-contaminated soil. The 
PCB soil is ready to be moved off site, The excavated soil is being removed because there is no room on 
the property to put it. 
 
Ms. Marmion said she has concerns about moving the soil and meeting the deadline. 
 
Mr. Tetreau explained that the soil does not have to be removed by the October 31 completion date. 
October 31 is the soft opening date; the train station will probably not be open until November or 
December. 
 
Cristin McCarthy Vahey, District 6, asked how the opening of the train station be communicated to the 
commuters. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said that the DOT has not opened a new train station in 50 years. The information will get out 
widely and as soon as possible. 
 
Kathy Braun, District 8, asked what law firm is protecting the Town’s interest in the agreements. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said McCarter, English is representing the Town. 
 
Ms. Braun said that there have been bad agreements and we need protection. She asked whether a legal 
opinion had been given on whether former First Selectman Ken Flatto had the authority to enter into these 
agreements. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said that the Board of Selectmen is expecting a presentation in October. 
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Ms. Braun asked about the agreement with Blackrock Realty, but Mr. Tetreau said there have been no 
substantial changes since the last meeting. 
 
Selectman Walsh asked if any soil had been removed. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said excess soil had not been removed. 
 
Mr. Walsh asked if we are below or above the additional $7.5 million approved in August. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said that so far we are on track with spending. We have not used any contingency funds, and 
the previously approved funds ran through September 15. He said it is too soon for a complete update. 
 
Mr. Walsh asked if there have been further negotiations with Blackrock Realty. 
 
Mr. Tetreau said there has been nothing substantive. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: REPORT FROM THE PENFIELD REEF LIGHTHOUSE 

PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 
Penfield Reef Lighthouse Preservation Committee Chairman Sandye Mann described how the committee 
was formed and where it stands. They are currently raising funds in order to buy the lighthouse at auction 
in October. She said that the cost of maintaining the lighthouse by the Town would be minimal. 
  
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: RESOLVED, THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A REQUEST FROM 

THE TOWN PLAN AND ZONING COMMISSION, THE DONATION 
OF CERTAIN PROPERTY ON THE CORNER OF KINGS HIGHWAY 
EAST AND VERMONT AVENUE FROM HH EAST PARCEL LLC 
CONTAINING .26 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
ACCEPTED 

 
The Moderator moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 
 
**See Committee Reports attached hereto 
 
MOTION:  Sheila Marmion, District 6, moved to postpone this item until the next regularly scheduled 
meeting, duly seconded. 
 
Ms. Marmion asked if Conservation Director Tom Steinke was available to answer questions on the soil 
contamination issue and had been told Mr. Steinke was unable to attend this evening. 
 
Patti Dyer, District 6, spoke in favor of postponing and said she wanted to hear from the neighbors and 
find out if other properties on the street were on tainted property. 
 
Michael Mears, District 10, said that although the soil report was included with the Call, he needs 
clarification on the report. 
 
Liz Hoffmann, District 8, said that this is a quarter acre of property that is surrounded by cement and 
would act as a buffer for the neighbors. She said if Tom Steinke approves the soil report, it is important 
that we approve the acceptance of property. 
 
Kathy Braun, District 8, said that while it is important to preserve open space, we cannot take this on if the 
contamination is too high. 



RTM MINUTES  Page 4 of 4 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2011 

 
VOTE:  The motion to postpone this item was carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ADJOURNMENT
 
There being no further business and upon motion made, duly seconded and carried unanimously, the 
meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne 
Town Clerk 
 
 
Recorded by: Ann Roche 
 
 


