
      
 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

Minutes of February 20, 2013 
 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission of the Town of Fairfield was held on 
Wednesday, February 20, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. at the Eunice Postol Parks & Recreation Dept. 
Fairfield, Connecticut 06824. 
 
PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin, Dante Gallucci, Chairman; Patti Dyer and Robert Seirup Alexa 
Mullady; Jessica Gerber; Barbara Rifkin; Jack Tetreau and Brian Nerreau 
ABSENT: None 
ALSO PRESENT: Gerry Lombardo, Dir., Parks & Recreation; Ginna Paules, Program Director 
 
Chairman Gallucci called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Dr. William George and Virginia Goodfellow, President of the Elks Lodge #2220 were present 
to make a $2000 donation to the Department’s Adaptive Recreation Programs. Ginna Paules was 
present to accept on behalf of the Department and said that this donation would go toward a Wii 
Game system for the Special Needs Program as well as new supplies and perhaps a TV for the 
new facility when it opens. Chairman Gallucci thanked them on behalf of the Commission. 
 
I. Act on Minutes of January 16, 2013: B. Nerreau moved, and J. Tetreau seconded to 
approve minutes of 1/16/13 as written. Motion passes 6-0-2.  P. Dyer and B Seirup abstained and 
E. Plotkin was not yet present for vote.  
 
II. COMMUNICATIONS: 
1.  Kristen Tierney –Ms. Teirney sent a letter withdrawing her request for a 5K to fundraise for 
those in the Rockaways affected by Hurricane Sandy. They may revisit it in the Fall.  
2.  James Borona- Beach Sticker for Non-Fairfield Registered Car–Mr. Borona of 76 
Jeniford Rd. was present to ask for an exception to his paying $55.00 for his car that is registered 
in Florida. After lengthy discussion as to the validity of his request and the fact that they would 
need to make exceptions for many if they made one, Mr. Seirup made the suggestion that Mr. 
Borona park in the Conservation parking area for the few times he visits the beach. This 
appeased Mr. Borona who thanked them for the suggestion.  No Action was taken.    
3. Robert Carraro- Softball Tournament- Mr. Carraro of 494 Woodridge Ave. asked for two 
fields to hold an adult softball tournament benefitting Cancer Support Community. Mr. 
Lombardo reported that Sue Kiraly would work with Mr. Carraro if the Commission agreed. He 
added that there could be no alcohol use and that they would need to abide by all the field rules.  
B. Rifkin moved, and A. Mullady seconded to approve the request.  
Motion passed unanimously.  
4.  Pop Warner Request to allow Non-Resident Fairfield Students – Mr. Lombardo reported 
that they could not attend the meeting and would like to come in March. The request was tabled 
until next month.  
 
III.      PUBLIC INPUT – None. 
 
 

 



 
IV. NEW BUSINESS – 
1.  Dogs and Horses on the Beach – Joanne Murphy, 80 Parkway was present after an email 
was sent to Mr. Lombardo showing that some riders are not cleaning up after their horses. Ms. 
Murphy, concerned that the privilege might be revoked sent her own email to some groups she 
knows giving some suggested rules, (see attached). She then made some suggestions to the 
Commission (see attached) which included not allowing horses until November when the beach 
is not as crowded and/or not on weekends for the same reason. B. Rifkin stated that she visits the 
beach each weekend and has not seen many problems that would necessitate new rules.  G. 
Lombardo suggested that they digest Ms. Murphy’s rule suggestions and then revisit them before 
the next Fall season, early enough to let people know of any changes. Ariane Mermod of 
Westport, CT of the CT Bridle Trains Assn. was also present to let the Commissioners know that 
they appreciated the privilege and will do whatever is necessary to preserve it.   
 
V. OLD BUSINESS:  
1. To hear an update report on Storm Sandy Damage: Mr. Lombardo reported that the money 
for the infrastructure repairs was approved. This will repair the Penfield building, Beach repair, 
and concession buildings. They have hired and met with a coastal engineer who anticipates 
starting construction at the end of June or early July. The building will be unavailable until the 
end of the year. Parking will be limited and they will need to provide Port-o-potties. If possible 
they will work on providing a Food Truck of some type. Jacky Durrell and the Boat Racks will 
both be up and running. After discussion ensued regarding raising the building, the 
commissioners asked if there could be an oversight committee. Mr. Lombardo said he would 
discuss it with the First Selectman.  
2.  To hear and an update report from the Ice Rink Sub-Committee –The sub-committee has 
not yet met since last month. Mr. Gallucci is trying to contact someone who may be interested in 
the project but they have not connected.  
3. To hear an update report on Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report: Mr. Lombardo 
reported that the asbestos and PCB removal is complete and they are waiting for tests to come 
back. The project was held up a bit after the latest snow storm. 
4.   Steven Day- Memorial Bench for Marjorie Day- Mr. Lombardo reported that he had met 
with Mr. Day who had made a request at last month’s meeting. They determined an appropriate 
location for a bench at Southport Beach. Mr. Lombardo added that there is room for a few more 
benches at this location. 
B. Rifkin moved, and A. Mullady seconded to approve the request.  
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
V.  BD. OF EDUCATION REPORT: J. Gerber reported: 

• The joint PCB remediation and window project for Osborn Hill was approved by the 
RTM.  

• The BOE has approved the Superintendent’s Budget after some minor reductions.  
• The BOE has gone to complete Full Day Kindergarten, saving $157K. 
• The BOS cut $1.1 Million form the budget citing Health Ins. changes. 
• They have postponed until Tuesday Feb.26th, the FLHS fixes of the window, and other 

renovations. The roof was repaired immediately after the recent collapse from the wind. 
 
 
VI.   DIRECTOR’S REPORT: G. Lombardo reported: 

 



• His Budget Hearing will take place on March 21.  
• He has hired a new staff for the Tennis Center and hopes that they will generate 

additional programming and revenue.  
• The request for $125K new lighting at the Tennis Center was turned down by the BOF 

and they suggested outsourcing the Summer Tennis Program. They felt that perhaps the 
FIT (Fairfield Indoor Tennis) group might want to take it over. If so, perhaps they may 
want to install new lights.   

• Due to the limited parking at Penfield Beach this summer, Mr. Lombardo wanted to ask 
whether or not the Commissioners felt it was necessary to address the $135 Non- 
Resident rate for a sticker that lets them into both Penfield and Jennings Beach. 
Commissioners felt that they would still have access to both beaches, though limited at 
Penfield and chose not to make any changes to the rate. 

 
VII. PROGRAM REPORT- Mr. Lombardo reported: 

• The Department had its large registration on Feb 5. There were significant issues with the 
server handling all the incoming registrations at the same time. They still did 71% of the 
registrations online and were complete by 11:30.  IT Dept. will look into some fixes and 
the Dept. will look into staggering the registrations in the future in order to prevent the 
customer frustration.  

• Community Sailing, which began in 1991 is a time-sharing of 2 sailboats which use 
Southport Harbor at Ye Yacht Yard and comes under the auspices of this Commission. 
Now that there is dredging in the Harbor and a new Dock being placed, the neighbors 
have some concerns as to the location of the sailboats, parking and security. Mr. 
Lombardo will ask the officers to come to the April or May meeting to discuss this 
further.  

• There are Community Gardens at Drew Park and it is growing in popularity. Currently, 
the program is handled by DPW however there is a group that would like to take it over 
and create rules, policies, etc. Mr. Lombardo told them that this would need to come 
before the Commission if there were any significant changes made.  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the Commission, B. Rifkin 
moved, and B. Seirup seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 p.m.  
Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary 

 


