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M I N U T E S 
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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
February 24, 2010 

 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, February 24, 2010 at 
the Eunice Postol Parks & Recreation Center, at 7:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin; Michael Hahn; Bob Seirup; Brian Nerreau; Jack Tetreau; Bob 
McMaster and Barbara Rifkin 
ABSENT: Dante Gallucci and Stacey Zahn 
ALSO PRESENT:  S. Kiraly, Asst. Dir., Parks & Recreation; Mary Carroll Mirylees, H.R. Dir.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:04p.m.  
 
I. ACT ON MINUTES:  January 27, 2010 
MOTION: B. Rifkin made a motion seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the minutes as written.    
VOTE:  unanimous (M. Hahn not present for vote). 
 
II.   COMMUNICATIONS:    
1. Joe Riccio- Proof of Non Profit Status for Christine’s Run- Joe Riccio was present to 
provide proof (see attached) to the Commission of 501-C status of the YMCA and an agreement 
that they are willing to hold funds. The net proceeds for the previously approved Christine’s Run 
will be held at the YMCA until the Foundation for Christine’s Run is established. The 
Commission was satisfied by the agreement.   
Motion–B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by B. Nerreau to give final permission for the race 
to take place as requested.   
Vote- Unanimous (M. Hahn not present) 
2. Bob Elinskas- Request for Jr. Babe Ruth Tournament - B. Elinskas and A. Prusoff were 
present to request permission for the use of Kiwanis and Lower Tunxis Hill fields for a  
15-year-old State Tournament July 16-24. This is the same request as last year with the same 
fields and same number of teams. S. Kiraly stated that she had blocked out Kiwanis and would 
look at Tunxis but saw no problem with approving the request.  
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the request. 
Vote- Unanimous (M. Hahn not present) 
3. John Cramer- Permission to have Bikes in the Skate Park – Mr. Cramer-330 Stratfield Rd. 
was present to request that the rules be revised to permit bicycles in the new Skate Park. He had 
previously emailed with Mr. Flatto and Mr. Lombardo and this correspondence was provided to 
the members (see attached). He brought supporters of the request and provided letters from 
others (see attached). He agreed that bikes can damage the park but felt that skates will damage 
as well and that maintenance will always be required. He asked that perhaps there could be a 
compromise such as plastic pedals, plastic pegs, no pegs, no grinding in the bowl, or perhaps 
arrange for a “bikes-only” schedule.  He addressed collision by stating that “kids anticipate lines 
and maneuvers and watch out for each other. You’d be surprised how well they all get along. 
They are similar to skiers and snowboarders getting along on the slopes.” John Wilkins of 
Bridgeport stated that Seaside Park has a much smaller area and everyone gets along. There have 
been no lawsuits or accidents in its 5 year existence. He said the etiquette is like tennis.  



B. Nerreau asked, if Mr. Cramer were to build a park for bikes, would it be larger? Mr. Cramer 
responded that yes, it would but that the bikers still want to use this park because it has a lot to 
offer. Mr. Cramer suggested that, were a schedule to be permitted, bikers could ride early and 
boarders later. E. Plotkin stated that he agrees there is not enough done in Town for cyclists but 
that this is a matter of safety and it can’t be policed 24 hours a day. If the bikes take over, then 
they are back to square one. Mary Carroll-Mirylees, H.R. Director for the Town was present to 
address Risk Management concerns. She stated that she went on the website that Mr. Cramer 
suggested and saw that even there it is recommended that no bikes be allowed for several months 
to allow the cement to cure. She reminded the audience that they don’t yet know what the 
utilization of the park will be and to add bikers will create a safety concern. Until they have a 
handle on the usage they don’t know what the liabilities will be. Mr. Cramer remarked that right 
now people are not adhering to the stated rules; helmets, spectators in the riding area, etc.  
Lou Heumann – 494 Harbor Rd- Ms. Heumann explained that she was involved with a dedicated 
group of boys in making the Skate Park happen and that she contacted Sam Batterson who 
designed and built  the Skate Park. He told her that the park was not built to withstand bicycles, 
and that the lip of the bowl can be damaged. It will require replacement of the “coping” every 
few years at a cost of thousands of dollars. Mr. Cramer responded that he too had reached out to 
Mr. Batterson and had not gotten a reply.  He feels that he is too pro Skateboarder to be 
objective. Members said that they would be glad to hear from someone else regarding these 
issues.  
Rich Sequeria- 146 Bridle Trail asked that the Commission “try to work something out for this 
under-represented group of citizens.”  
The Commissioners remarked that they would like to have at least one full season and perhaps a 
full year under their belts, to get an assessment of how it works for the group it was intended for 
before they think about introducing a mixed-use that may bring liability to the Town.  They 
suggested that they would entertain a request after that time.  
No Action was taken. 
4. First Selectman Flatto-Revenue Generating Proposals – A letter was sent to the 
Commissioners and G. Lombardo asking that they consider several revenue generating ideas. 
(see attached). B. Rifkin began the discussion by stating that in this tough economy people need 
to be provided with affordable recreation. B. Seirup stated that “this is just a tax by another 
name.”  He said that if the rates pay for the marina then he didn’t see a need to raise the rates, 
adding that last year they raised the rates at R. White’s suggestion to cover the cost of running 
the facility.  M. Hahn felt that the number affected and the amount of revenue generated did not 
warrant raising rates for the beach and marina. E. Plotkin commented that they raised the Beach 
Sticker rates this year from $18 to $20 and that they had proposed raising them higher but Mr. 
Flatto did not want them to do that. B. Seirup reminded the Commission that other Towns pay 
for their beaches through taxes and perhaps if they knew exactly what the “true cost” to maintain 
the beaches; raking, etc. they could make a more informed decision.   
Pertaining to the field use proposal, S. Kiraly explained that the fields are maintained by the 
Town at a cost of $½ million. M. Hahn thought this was completely above and beyond and that 
leagues could rake the fields themselves but Ms. Kiraly explained that leagues doing it 
themselves sometimes harms the fields.   
It was decided that the members would take home the back-up information provided by Mr. 
Lombardo and think further about Mr. Flatto’s proposals.  
No Action was taken. 
 
III. PUBLIC INPUT – B. McMaster asked as a school custodian that any Public Works 
maintenance, re-sodding etc. on fields be communicated to the schools so they can anticipate and 
make arrangements.  
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: None  
 



V.  OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Girl’s Softball Field Report – S. Kiraly presented a plan from the Engineering Dept and it 
was reviews by the Members. Mr. Plotkin will attend the B.O.F. meeting on Thursday, Feb 25 at 
7pm to answer any questions they may have.  
2. Penfield Renovation Project Report – E. Plotkin reported that the Sub-Ctte. held a meeting 
on Monday, Feb 22 but few members attended and no business was done.    
3. Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report – No Report  
 
VI. BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  No Report   
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: S. Kiraly reported:  

• The large Summer Program registration took place on Feb 3. There were computer 
glitches due to the large volume but they believe that they have been worked out.  Still 
66% of registration was done online.  

• Beach stickers arrived but had to be sent back as they are melting in the printers.  
  
VIII. PROGRAM REPORT: No Report 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, B. McMaster made a motion to adjourn at 8:05 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary 


