
M I N U T E S 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
December 15, 2010 

 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at the 
Eunice Postol Parks & Recreation Center -75 Mill Plain Rd., at 7:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin; Barbara Rifkin; Michael Hahn; Jack Tetreau; Dante Gallucci; Bob Seirup; 
Bob McMaster; John Mitola and Brian Nerreau 
ABSENT: None 
ALSO PRESENT: G. Lombardo, Dir Parks & Recreation 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m.  
 
I. ACT ON MINUTES:  November 17, 2010 
MOTION: B. Nerreau made a motion seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the minutes as written.    
VOTE:  6-2 Abstained (Mitola and Hahn) D. Gallucci not present for vote.  
 
II.   COMMUNICATIONS: **This was taken out of order following New Business.   
1.  Dr. David Garrell- Pumpkin Weigh In - Sun., Oct 2, 2011 Penfield Lot  
Following the vote regarding usage at Penfield Pavilion after renovation (see IV #5). It was  
decided that Dr. Garrell’s request would need to be tabled until February, eight months prior to the 
event.  
2. David Hochberg – Probus Club Bike the Beach and 5 K Walk – Sept. 18, 2011 –  
Jennings Beach Lot- Mr. Hochberg was not present to make the request. He understands that  
permission is contingent upon Police approval of the Walk.   
Motion – B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by B. Seirup to approve the request for the Bike race 
and the Walk.   
Vote- Unanimous    
   
III. PUBLIC INPUT – J. Tetreau let the members know that Pop Warner is interested in doing a 
Brick Fundraiser for the patio outside the concession area. He will send a formal letter from the 
organization for the January meeting.  
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Election of Officers-  
Motion: B. Rifkin made a motion seconded by B. McMaster to nominate E. Plotkin for Chairman  
Vote: Unanimous. 
Motion: B. Rifkin made a motion seconded by J. Tetreau to nominate D. Gallucci for Vice Chairman  
Vote: Unanimous 
Motion: B. Rifkin motion seconded by B. Nerreau to nominate J. Tetreau for Secretary 
 Vote: Unanimous 
2. Approve 2011 Meeting Calendar- A draft calendar was submitted for approval (see attached). G. 
Lombardo explained that he would not be available for the normal January meeting as he and Ellery 
will be required at the RTM sub-ctte. meetings for the Tennis Center.  
Motion – B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the 2011 calendar with one 
change, Wed.  Jan 19 to Thursday, Jan. 27.  VOTE: Unanimous  
3.   2011-12 Budget Review – G. Lombardo presented his budgets following today’s meeting with 
Mr. Flatto and Mr. Hiller (see attached).  After that meeting he decided that rather than wait for the 
Penfield capital expenditure ($12K) in July, he would prefer to have the Penfield tables before the 
season’s opening and asked that the $12K be removed from the budget and that instead, he be given 
permission to spend it from the Revolving Fund. All other budgets were self-explanatory, though he 
did say that the Budget Director was looking into the way Social Security is reported in the new Munis 
Financial Software, so that may change some numbers but not significantly.   
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by B. Rifkin to approve the 2011-12 budgets as 
presented with the exception of the Penfield Budget where they approve the removal of the proposed 
Capital expenditure of $12K. 
Vote- Unanimous    



Motion – J. Tetreau made a motion, seconded by D. Gallucci to spend $12K from the Revolving Fund 
on Picnic Tables for the renovated Penfield Pavilion. Vote- Unanimous    
4. Employee Ramp Tag Fees – G. Lombardo reported that it has been brought to his attention that the 
fee for a non resident employee is $30 which is less than the $50 resident rate. He feels this has been 
an oversight and asked that it be remedied with an increase to $50, $55 or $60 to bring it more in line 
with Resident rates.  
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to increase the Non Resident Employee 
rate to $50.00.  Vote- Unanimous    
5. Penfield Locker Rental Increase- G. Lombardo reported that he would like to ask for a rate 
increase in the Lockers for the 2011 season. When he made his presentation to the Town Boards, he 
made his revenue projections with the anticipation of a rate increase to $200-Res $400 Non-Res.  
When asked if he could make the non-resident rate higher, he stated that he can go no higher than 
double the resident rate.   
Motion – B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by B. Seirup to increase the Locker rates to $200 for 
residents and $400 for non-residents.  Vote- Unanimous    
6. Penfield Pavilion Rental Changes – G. Lombardo presented a list of proposed changes (see 
attached) to Penfield that are necessitated by the renovated building, or were proposed by members of 
the Commission or residents. The Commissioners discussed and voted on each item separately. 
        1. Lower Weekday Rate- D. Gallucci proposed that we choose a few days to offer rentals at a 
lower price in order to make it a more affordable option for residents. G. Lombardo felt that Jacky 
Durrell was the only place to do this and after speaking to Paul Trupp, suggested Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesdays at a $100 price reduction. The members did not feel this was a large enough 
reduction and suggested doing it on only Mondays and Tuesdays at a $300 reduction.  
L. Crowley -112 Lalley Blvd. was pleased that these items are up for discussion and feels that a 
reduction would be very beneficial.  
Motion – J. Tetreau made a motion, seconded by M. Hahn to reduce the rental fee for the Jacky 
Durrell Pavilion on Mondays and Tuesdays by $300.00 for residents.  
Vote- Unanimous    
        2. & 3  Holidays and Hours including the dates that would charge premium rates at Penfield 
Pavilion and the dates that Penfield Pavilion would be closed. 
Motion – B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the hours and Holidays as 
proposed. Vote- Unanimous    
       4. Police/Alcohol – G. Lombardo explained that after several remarks from Commission members 
as well as renters, regarding the burden that the extra Police fee puts on a renter, he suggests no longer 
requiring Police at functions unless there are more than 125 people in attendance or if it is a Premium 
Rate Rental (New Year’s Eve, Halloween, etc.) or at his discretion. B. Seirup was concerned that the 
Commission is forgetting the people who came in complaining about the noise, the renters who don’t 
disperse at the end of a party and instead go to the beach and prolong their party.  M. Hahn replied that 
he felt it was a steep price not only for social gatherings but also businesses. He added that the Police 
know that there are parties at Penfield and should make it part of their regular duties to stop by to 
check on things. 
J. Gallagher- 983 Congress St.- asked that the Commission take into consideration the money that is 
being spent on the new facility and that the Police are there to keep party crashers away as well as to 
protect the facility. G. Lombardo stated that he foresees most of the parties there being over 125 
people and that would still require an officer.      
Motion – M. Hahn made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to recommend the reversal of the 2007 vote 
requiring a Police Officer, and instead a Police Officer would be required at any party of over 125 
people, with or without alcohol, and at any Premium Rate Rentals or at the discretion of the Parks & 
Recreation Dir. Vote- 7-2 (McMaster, Seirup opposed) Motion Carries.    
        5. Special Event Rates - G. Lombardo reported that normally special events for Non- Profits were 
held at Penfield I after the summer season and during daytime hours, but now that the building will be 
able to be rented at those times, he would like to recommend that they give people an opportunity to 
rent the facility at full price before allowing Special Event organizers to take rent it at a lower price. 
He suggested that asking the Sp. Event organizers to wait until 8 months prior would give the lottery 
people a chance to procure a date a year prior. He also suggested ½ the rate for using the building and 
¼ the rate when using the grounds only. These rates are a little higher just because the rental rates 
themselves are higher. The ¼ fee would be new.  
Motion – B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the Special Event Rates as 
proposed.  Vote- Unanimous    



7.  Tree Warden Resolutions – Ellery Plotkin began this discussion by explaining what a Town Tree 
Warden does with respect to Town Parks (see powers & duties of wardens attached) because a conflict 
had arisen between Ken Placko, Tree Warden and the Penfield Building Ctte., represented by 
Chairman, Jim Gallagher, over the removal of trees in order to build a handicap ramp. E. Plotkin 
expressed the opinion that the trees are not attractive and not native to the area but were in fact, 
planted there when the building was built years ago. He suggested that while he appreciates the quality 
of life that trees afford us in Fairfield, he believes that “people come first” and that the ramp should 
not be stopped because of these trees. One option is to take the Tree Warden out of the picture by 
reversing a vote that was taken by the Commission in 1999 asking that the Tree Warden come into the 
parks and playgrounds to take “care and control” over the trees there as stated by the statute. Jim 
Gallagher stated that they were at an impasse adding that there is limited money to spend and the 
committee cannot keep asking the architects to redesign the ramp to make accommodations for these 
trees. Their first design was narrow and unusable. Already they have put 20 hours into this design of 
the ramp.  He added that he will not put his committee’s name on a building that causes the handicap 
to go in the back door instead of having the “equal and easy access” they deserve.   
K. Placko stated that he has tried to accommodate. He estimated that there are 30 trees with 15 or so 
near the ramp area and 1/3 on the berm that they are changing to slope for the ramp. G. Lombardo 
made sure that everyone knew the berm is not being removed, but sloped.  K. Placko stated that he is 
willing to work with DPW and R. White to come up with a plan. He feels compromises can be made. 
Mr. Gallagher was not pleased that there would be meetings or negotiations that did not include the 
Building Committee. While it was agreed that anything R. White comes up with as far as a 
compromise would need to be brought before the Penfield Bldg. Ctte., the Commission did not want to 
“bleed the bldg. ctte. budget every time the architect needs to see a change.” There was also lengthy 
discussion about replacing some or all of the trees that are removed. Several members of the audience 
commented: 
Steve Palmer- 305 Middlebrook Rd.- Felt the “ugly stand of trees” should be removed and that while 
the Tree Warden should be notified, he is not a landscape architect so he can give his recommendation 
but not stop a project from moving forward. He felt the ramp was part of the building plan and should 
not have been planned without knowing that this would occur. A landscape plan should have been part 
of the initial planning.  
Kristin Robinson- 218 Puritan Rd- K. Placko serves the residents and stands up for the value of the 
trees. She likes the trees, feels they are interesting and help break-up the asphalt lot and grey building. 
There is ample low vegetation and sea grass. Does not want Ken removed from overseeing the parks 
& playgrounds.   
Helen D’Avanzo- 14446 Jennings Rd – Speaking on behalf of the ramp users, don’t make the required 
ramp long and unusable.  
Misty Beyer – 4720 Congress St. – “Very glad that Ken Placko is here for our Town.” She encouraged 
them to try harder at a compromise, “You’re almost there.” Felt that the architects should take some 
responsibility for not taking the trees into consideration when planning the ramp.   
Alyssa Israel- 699 Rowland Rd – Remarked that at a TPZ meeting 3 years ago where she was an 
alternate, they asked for a landscape plan along with this current plan. She understands that one was 
asked for again 6 mos. ago and still has not been received. She invites the Tree Warden to make 
recommendations to any plan that goes before the TPZ and feels that removing him from Parks is 
drastic because he can be a good partner and collaborator.   
Michael Galle- 111 Catherine St.- Penfield Bldg Ctte. member and feels that the trees are scrub trees 
and should be removed, however, feels that Ken Placko is a great asset to Town projects.  
Linda Crowley- 112 Lalley Blvd - Penfield Bldg Ctte. member addressed the berm and the need for it 
then noted that even if trees are replaced, different trees react differently to salt water. She commended 
K. Placko for his diligence but feels the Commission will make the right decision where it pertains to 
the ramp.   
Pam Ritter – 54 Elm St- Didn’t address the Penfield trees but rather was concerned that taking Ken 
Placko out of the picture at all Town Parks would be an overreaction. The Town needs someone with 
his knowledge.   
When asked by B. Seirup if Mr. Placko would take their word that they will replant trees, he replied 
that he has never stopped a Town project, mentioning Burroughs, Dwight and others and he wants to 
resolve this. The Commission asked both Mr. Gallagher and Mr. Placko to a resolution and return only 
if they need to, in which case the Commission will “resolve it for them.” No action was taken to 
remove the Tree Warden form Town Parks & Playgrounds.  
 



V. OLD BUSINESS  
1.  Field Renovation at Gould Manor Report– G. Lombardo reported that he; J. Tetreau and Brian 
Nerreau have met with the neighbors and are working on compromises. The Fencing near the pond 
will be up 7 mos. And the fencing near Crestwood Rd. will only be up 4 months. There will be no 
advertising anywhere and the fence between the fields will be 10 ft. rather than 15 ft.  They continue to 
work on this as the neighbors go back to their group.  He will report back next month.  Helen 
D’Avanzo- 1446 Jennings Rd. stated that while she is a neighbor and understands that there have been 
issues brought up by the Neighborhood Assn. she wants to go on record as being most concerned 
about “safety” whether on the field (needing fencing) or crossing the street. She feels that is the most 
important aspect to focus on.    
2. Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report – G. Lombardo reported that they made their presentation 
to the BOF last week basically letting them know it’s coming.  Tonight he made the presentation to the 
BOS and they will act on it in January. It was warmly received by both groups.   
3. Smoking on the Beach Sub-Ctte. Report – M. Hahn reported that the sub-ctte., consisting of 
himself, B. Rifkin and B. Nerreau met with G. Lombardo prior to the meeting and submits the 
following recommendation: From Memorial Day Saturday until Labor Day of the 2011 beach season, 
Jennings Beach will have designated smoking areas and will prohibit smoking in other areas on that 
beach. Smoking will be prohibited in Concession areas at all beaches. B. McMaster asked how many 
on the sub- ctte. are smokers. None were, but B. Nerreau felt that as with any other decision they 
make, they can be objective and make informed decisions. The sub-ctte. members said that they took 
into consideration smokers and non-smokers, as well as how proposals could be administered.  
Susan Hersh, 1 Oak Bluff Rd. asked why they would choose a Beach like Jennings where there were 
not as many children. M. Hahn replied that they did consider Penfield but realized that any designated 
area would be in the path of people walking to and from the beach or near a play area, whereas 
Jennings designated areas could be near one or two of the berms.  
Jim Gallagher, 983 Congress St. stated that he felt this was a “knee-jerk reaction to some isolated 
complaints”. He asked how it would impact him when he goes to Jennings and has a cigar at 4am 
while fishing off the beach. G. Lombardo replied that this rule will only take effect during the Beach 
Season and that Mr. Gallagher should not be fishing “during” the season because that is prohibited due 
to safety reasons (hooks in the swim areas, etc). Mr. Gallagher felt this may create animosity between 
the two groups. M. Hahn said they took this into consideration and that is why this was suggested for 
only one season and it would be re-visited to see how it all worked out.  He added that they did 
consider one Smoke Free Beach but felt that at this point it would not be easy to enforce and they did 
not want to burden the lifeguards. E. Plotkin stated that this would be on a future agenda for vote.  
4. Girls Softball Field Report – G. Lombardo reported that they have in-house meetings planned for 
Jan 10th with their team of lawyers and others.    
5. Penfield Renovation Project Report – No additional information than what was mentioned under 
New Business.  
 
VI.   BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  John Mitola has taken over as the BOE liaison and 
reported that at their last meeting they received an Operational Audit Report and a Facilities Report. 
Both are online for review.  
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: G. Lombardo reported: 

• Under the direction of S. Kiraly, the Department is working on a new website and hopes to 
launch it in the next few weeks. 

• Fairfield National LL has approached him about replacing the fencing at Melville fields and 
perhaps adding a shaded shelter (see attached photo and letter). They have reached out to the 
neighbors to gauge their reaction and after hearing back will write a more formal letter and 
proposal for next month’s agenda.  

VIII. PROGRAM REPORT - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, B. McMaster made a motion to adjourn at 9:25 
Respectfully submitted,  
Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary 
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