
M I N U T E S 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
November 17, 2010 

 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, November, 17, 2010 
at the Eunice Postol Parks & Recreation Center -75 Mill Plain Rd., at 7:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin; Jack Tetreau; Dante Gallucci (arrived during Old Business); Bob 
Seirup; Bob McMaster and Brian Nerreau 
ABSENT: Stacey Zahn; Barbara Rifkin and Michael Hahn   
ALSO PRESENT: G. Lombardo, Dir Parks & Recreation; S. Kiraly, Asst. Dir. Parks & 
Recreation; Eileen Kennelly, Asst. Town Atty. 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m.  
 
I. ACT ON MINUTES:  October 27, 2010 
MOTION: B. Nerreau made a motion seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the minutes as written.    
VOTE: Unanimous  5-0 
 
II.   COMMUNICATIONS:    
1.  Lee Faragosa - March of Dimes Walk- Sun., April 30, 2011 Jennings Beach Lot  
Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
2.  Lisa Cannella - Cancer Care Walk – Sept. 11, 2011 – Jennings Beach Lot- Jackie Davis  
1427 Fairfield Beach Rd. was present to make the request.  
Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
3.  Joe Riccio – St Patrick’s Day Classic - Sun., March 13, 2011 – Jennings Beach Lot 
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
 
III. PUBLIC INPUT – None 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS.  
1. To hear a presentation Re: Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report – G. Lombardo 
reported that they are nearing the final stages of the proposal to renovate the Tennis Center 
building and therefore he asked Jeff Gocke and his associates to come and make the presentation 
that they are prepared to make before the BOS on Dec 15/16 and to the RTM in Jan..  Jerome 
Kerner gave the presentation (See attached) and answered questions from the Commission and 
audience. Demolition would be completed in phases so that there would be the least amount of 
disruption to business. There will be a newly created crosswalk for the golfers. There will be 
separate entrances to the Beanery, the restrooms and the Tennis Facility. The Putting Green is 
currently being moved across the street behind the Starter’s Shack. Mr. Kerner explained the 
materials used on the building and explained that the Cow-wall was a co-polymer that will allow 
light to come through the building. The bricks will be on the bottom portion of the building. The 
roof will be metal. Right now Mr. Gocke stated that he doesn’t foresee the rates increasing but 
that will always be dictated by the economy and his competitors.  G. Lombardo also stated that 
presently he doesn’t see an increase for the summer because the building will not cost the Town 
money however, the program loses money so that increase may need to happen in another year 
or so. B. McMaster asked who is responsible if there is flooding. E. Kennelly, Asst, Town Atty. 
replied that it would be a Town Building so the Town will be responsible, as it is now.  
Mary-helen Knuth, 237 Springer Rd., asked about the drainage on the courts in the summer if 
there is a graded decline down to the courts and there is no bubble. G. Lombardo said that this 
was a good point and will look into that with the engineers. She also asked about storing the 



furniture. J. Gocke stated that the FIT will now share their furniture with the Summer Group to 
make things easier.  
Don Knuth, requested that there be good lighting for the walk from the tennis facility to the 
parking lot now that it is farther way.  
The decision to do the 6th court will be up to FIT and a temporary/changed entry way will go up 
if the 6th court is not built. If everything goes as hoped they would do the Beanery work in Sept. 
thru Feb. and then March –April do the Tennis portion. 
E. Kennely distributed some FAQs and answers (see attached) that may be helpful. She showed 
the Project Analysis (see attached) as well as the Draft Contract (see attached).   
Because the approval has already been given, no action was needed. G. Lombardo will keep the 
Commission up to date on the progress. 
2. To hear an update report on the proposed Field Renovation at Gould Manor–                 
G. Lombardo reported that he, B. Nerreau and J. Tetreau met with Mr. Flatto and the Little 
League reps. to see what concerns could be addressed and then later discussed with the 
Neighborhood Assn. G. Lombardo had staked out the field prior to that meeting and saw some of 
the concerns about the hill. It will be an ongoing discussion and G. Lombardo will keep the 
Commission posted. B. McMaster stated that he didn’t like the idea of voting on something and 
then learning that it was only a “draft” or conceptual plan that changes. G. Lombardo explained 
that until there is a “concept approval”, no one will go get architectural or true engineering plans 
because they are so costly.  
3. To hear and act upon the Skate Park Hours – G. Lombardo reported that they now have 
95-100% compliance with the helmet rules at the park. The police are onboard and he is also 
working to organize a Parent Volunteer Group. The members were also in agreement that there 
will be no bikes in the park. If that group wants to find an area and make the same presentations 
as the skateboards did, requesting funds, etc. then they can be heard but they will not be added to 
the park.   
4. Softball Field Report – G. Lombardo reported that there has been no movement. They are 
waiting for Engineering to make a few changes and hope it will go to Zoning in Dec. or Jan.  
5. Penfield Renovation Project Report – G. Lombardo reported that the construction is 
underway and seems to be on schedule so far.   
 
V. NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Lake Mohegan Policies – S. Kiraly reported that she has been studying the Lake Pass sales 
and suggests selling the passes on an individual basis rather than by Family would simplify sales 
and be sure that there are no questions about what constitutes a “family” member. Each person 
over two years of age would be given a pass such as those purchased as Golf IDs and Fitness 
Membership passes.  For the first year, all persons would need to come in for their cards and to 
have their pictures taken. After the initial purchase, they could be renewed online (see attached 
rate sheet $10.00 for residents and $20.00 for non-residents). Once there is not a likelihood of 
lines at the gate, the Lake attendants will be able to sell them there. Grandparents 62 and over 
could purchase $10.00 passes for each child but would not need to purchase any for themselves. 
A scanner will be on premises and scan each person as they enter. This would also give a clearer 
picture of the exact use at the Lake.  
Motion – J. Tetreau made a motion, seconded by B. Seirup to change the Lake Passes to 
individual sales as proposed.  
Vote- Unanimous    
2. Penfield Locker Renewal Policy – G. Lombardo reported that the sub-ctte. Proposes the 
following outlined recommendations for the lottery (see attached) that they believe should take 
place once a year in order to give out lockers. There would be no priorities for people who 
currently have a locker. 20 Lockers would go to Non-Residents if they are chosen. B. Seirup 
suggested that the notation be made that lockers are not transferrable.  
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the outline for the 
lottery with the addition of “Lockers are Non-Transferrable”.    Vote- Unanimous    



3. To hear and act upon Penfield Pavilion Rates – G. Lombardo asked that the Commission 
review the proposed rate structure for the newly renovated Penfield Pavilion (see attached).  He 
has not yet determined the hours for the facility but they would be similar to Jacky Durrell. There 
will be no parties during the day from Memorial Day Weekend to Labor Day. Right now they do 
not know the demand but he suggests that they go with this rate structure until they have some 
rental history to study.  
Dr. David Garrell, 1355 Fairfield Beach Rd. was present to ask the Commission about the rates 
and the use of the facility for Walks and, in particular, his Pumpkin Weigh-Off Event.  
G. Lombardo explained that these types of special events and walks, etc. always took place after 
the facility was closed for the season. Now that it will be a year-round facility there is a question 
as to what rate these organizations should pay, or if the facility should be made available to them 
at all, considering that it would take away from a rental. Dr. Garrell was also told that the 
parking lot would no longer be paved and that may be a consideration for him since he puts large 
machinery on it. He considers Penfield more desirable due to the visibility for the Town 
spectators and the fact that the wind is blocked by the building. No action was taken on this but 
Dr. Garrell’s formal request will be on next month’s agenda.   
Returning to the topic of the rates, D. Gallucci asked if it could be possible to choose a day 
during the week and rent the facility at a lower rate in order to make it available to more people 
in Town who cannot afford the present rates but do want to use the facility. G. Lombardo liked 
the concept but thought it would be better to do it at Jacky Durrell rather than the brand new 
facility.  He will come back next month with a proposal which may also include getting rid of the 
Police fees since that has been a complaint by many renters and there have been no more issues 
in that regard.   
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the rate schedule for 
Penfield Pavilion.   
Vote- 4-2 (Gallucci and McMaster opposed) Motion Carries.   
VI.   BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  Ms. Zahn was not present but E. Plotkin reported 
that he had spoken to her and they agreed that this commitment has been a difficult one for her. 
He will ask that another BOE member be assigned to the Commission.  
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: G. Lombardo reported: 

• He is working on budgets and will bring them before the Commission in December. 
There are no significant changes. 

• Some Commission members have been getting emails regarding horses on the beach and 
some incidents; galloping and bareback riding, etc. The members have been given an 
email from the Bridle Assn. as to some of their suggestions (see attached). 

• A new Recreation website will be up and running in Dec. The Town purchased new 
software and the site will be web-based so it can be accessed from home in order to do 
updates at any time.  

• Bob Seirup and Jack Tetreau are both being reappointed for a second term.  
• G. Lombardo also said that he was going to bring recommendations to the members with 

regard to the “No Fun Zone” at the Town Beaches.  
E. Plotkin stated that he has had an email from Susan Hersh regarding the Smoking on the Beach 
Issue. He asked that this not be postponed any longer and that the sub-ctte (Rifkin, Nerreau, 
Hahn) get together before the next meeting if possible.  
 
 
VIII. PROGRAM REPORT - None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, B. McMaster made a motion to adjourn at 9:00 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary 
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