
M I N U T E S 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 
August 18, 2010 

 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, August 18, 2010 at the Eunice 
Postol Parks & Recreation Center, at 7:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin; Dante Gallucci; Bob Seirup; Michael Hahn; and Bob McMaster  
ABSENT: Barbara Rifkin Brian Nerreau; Stacey Zahn and Jack Tetreau 
ALSO PRESENT: G. Lombardo, Dir Parks & Recreation;  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05p.m.  
 
I. ACT ON MINUTES:  July 21, 2010 
MOTION: M. Hahn made a motion seconded by B. Seirup to approve the minutes as written.    
VOTE: Unanimous  
 
II.   COMMUNICATIONS:    
1. Colleen Chesney- Scout Campout at Jennings Beach- Sept. 25, 2010 
Ms. Chesney presented an amended request asking to change the date to Oct. 2 
Motion – M. Hahn made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the amended request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
2. Steve Lobdell-Fairfield Half Marathon June 25 & 26, 2011- S. Lobdell was present to explain the 
new request that asks for two separate dates for each event, (5K and Half Marathon) since each event is 
getting so large. G. Lombardo wanted to be sure that the Commissioners did not view this as one large 
event since the Special Event Guidelines prohibit multi-day events from Mem. Day to Labor Day.           
D. Gallucci did not want to change the policy or amend it for special circumstances, but most felt that 
these were two separate events for separate users.  Mr. Lobdell assured them that they would get separate 
insurance policies for each event. G. Lombardo was concerned that Saturday parking would be hampered 
for daily users and Mr. Lobdell assured him that they would be gone by 11am.  
Motion– B. McMaster made a motion, seconded by D. Gallucci to approve the two events and waive 
parking fees until 11am on Saturday and 1 pm on Sunday. 
Vote - Unanimous    
3. Erin Fredericks- Make-A- Wish- Jennings Lot- May 14, 2011  
Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by M. Hahn to approve the request (see letter).  
Vote- Unanimous    
4. Robert Seirup PAL Salt Water Fishing Contest- Sept 12. – B. Seirup explained the new request for 
the jetty area off the pier at the Marina. Licenses won’t be needed that day and the time has not yet been 
determined. It will depend on tides, etc.  
Motion – B. McMaster made a motion, seconded by D. Gallucci to approve the request for the event.  
Vote- 4 in favor  (Seirup abstained) Motion passes    
5. Rabbi S. Landa- Sukkot Festival- Penfield Beach Sept, 26, 2010.- Rabbi Landa -36 Wynnwood Dr. 
was present to request using Penfield for Sun. Sept 26 for a Sukkot Festival He explained the event and 
provided a picture of the tent that would be erected. G. Lombardo was concerned that possible 
construction would cause a problem and asked for the group to use Jennings Beach instead. He was made 
aware that Bike the Beach is that day but the two events would not coincide.    
Motion – M. Hahn made a motion, seconded by B, McMaster to approve the request at Jennings Beach.  
Vote- Unanimous    
6.  Rabbi S. Landa- Menorah Celebration- Sherman Gr. Dec 5, 2010- The rabbi asked for permission 
to place a Menorah on the Green for an afternoon as they did last year. He was asked to notify the police 
so that they are prepared for any disturbances that might occur as it did last year.  
Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by M. Hahn to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
III. PUBLIC INPUT – B. Seirup asked when they were going to revisit the issues that he brought up 
concerning the Skate Park. G. Lombardo thought that the Commission asked to get a summer under their 
belt. They decided to put the item on the September Agenda.  



  
IV. NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Lake Mohegan Policies – G. Lombardo gave the background of an incident at Lake Mohegan where a 
nanny was prevented from entering on her employer’s family pass. He explained the rules stating that the 
two adults must be related and children must be under 18 or pay for their own pass. She was offended 
because they asked if she was a babysitter. M. Hahn suggested possibly charging a caregiver fee and only 
be permitted to use it when with their “charges”. The staff has since been instructed not to ask any 
questions about occupation. E. Plotkin stated that they will review the policy during the winter months 
when they review all rates.  
 
V.  OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report – G. Lombardo reported that the he hopes to go before the 
BOS in Sept with the Draft contract that he presented to the Commission last month. The only expense 
for the town would be perhaps $75K for flooring and other particulars that they require for the Youth 
Center 
2. Little League Gould Manor Field Plans – Dave Pierpont (82 Woods End Rd.) and Steve Schwartz 
(250 Winton Rd.) were present to review the proposal by American Little League to flip the fields at 
Gould Manor Park and make other changes that they believe will bring playing enhancements and safety 
to the field. D. Pierpont addressed the few issues that he had heard from people in the various stages of 
this plan.  He feels that there will still be “multiple use” at the field for the public as a whole. They will 
use temporary fencing between the fields to assure that the whole field can be used if necessary for 
football, etc. Although the drawing seems to show the hill being affected he says it will not be and can 
still be used for sledding. He even feels that the area of the hill closest to the playground will be even 
more desirable for sledding. They will use backstops similar to those as Warde H.S. that will stop foul 
balls. There will be no lights and they are not looking to move the road. Parks & Rec. keeps the field but 
it will be permitted to LL from 4:30 to dark on weekdays and all day on weekends. After hearing these 
points, M. Hahn was more pleased with the plan. B. Seirup stated that while he was impressed by the lack 
of opposition from Gould Manor neighbors, he wondered why they were reviewing this plan now since 
they had determined that it should wait until the Girls’ Field was approved. E. Plotkin stated that his view 
was to wait as well but he felt that they had done all they could to find a home for the girls.  
B. McMaster agreed that he couldn’t support it until he as assured that the girls had a field. G. Lombardo 
stated that if the girl’s field fails at Hoydens Hill then, Gould Manor, Melville or Veres fields are options 
for the girls. D. Pierpont stated that they have supported the girl’s field at Hoydens but if it is held up at 
Zoning that don’t feel their plans should be held up “by a hiccup that isn’t ours”.  
Motion – D. Gallucci made a motion, seconded by M. Hahn to approve the Amer. Little League request 
to make changes to Gould Manor Field.   
Vote – 3-2 (Seirup and McMaster Opposed). Motion Passes 
3. Girls’ Softball Field Report – G. Lombardo reported that the Girls Field Plan at Hoyden’s Hill had 
passed the referendum and would be going before the Zoning Commission on Tues, 24th at McKinley 
School at 8:15. E/ Plotkin stated that he had recently heard that the Organic Farm did not want to locate at 
Hoydens. He has not heard that directly from them though.   
4. Penfield Renovation Project Report – The Penfield Final renovation passed the BOS unanimously. 
G. Lombardo passed out a Draft of the Analysis and Presentation that he had prepared for them. He noted 
that on pg. 6 there are a few “assumptions” that he had to make in the analysis. He “mimicked” what is 
done at Jacky Durrell pavilion presently. In the BOS meeting, Mr. Flatto was adamant that the Pen I not 
rent during the day from Mem. Day to Labor Day. So that parties aren’t going on during a beach day. 
Linda Crowley, 112 Lalley Blvd. spoke in favor of the plan and said that she also supports the no day 
parties during the summer.   
Motion – D. Gallucci made a motion, seconded by M. Hahn to make a policy that no parties be held at 
Pen. I  in the afternoons from Mem. Day Weekend to Labor Day.  
Vote- Unanimous    
5. Penfield Locker Sub-Committee Report and Vote – The Commission chose not to make any 
decisions about the lockers until they have definitive news about the renovation.   
 



VI. BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  No Report   
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: G. Lombardo Reported: 

• He has purchased a banner to hang at the Sherman Green congratulating the Fairfield 
American LL. He, along with Mr. Flatto and the Chief of Police, Gary MacNamara will 
be going to Williamsport to cheer on the team.  

• The 25th Anniversary celebration of Sherman green was a great success.  
• He asked the Commission to approve $10K for two new treadmills.  

Motion – B. McMaster made a motion, seconded by D. Gallucci to approve the purchase of two 
treadmills.  
Vote- Unanimous (M.Hahn was not present for the vote). 

• G. Lombardo explained that he will be going to the BOF to report on the Revolving Fund at the 
Beginning of Sept. and anything over $200K would be given over to the General Fund. He only 
expects that there will be $150K at that time after all the summer expenses are paid.  

 
VIII. PROGRAM REPORT - None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, B. McMaster made a motion to adjourn at 8:40 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary 


