
 
M I N U T E S 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

July 21, 2010 
 
A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, July 21, 2010 at the Jacky 
Durrell Pavilion, Fairfield Beach Rd. at 7:00 p.m.  
 
PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin; Bob Seirup; Brian Nerreau; Michael Hahn; Stacey Zahn; Bob McMaster; 
Barbara Rifkin and Jack Tetreau 
ABSENT: Dante Gallucci 
ALSO PRESENT: G. Lombardo, Dir Parks & Recreation; S. Berecz, Waterfront Dir.; Kim Fawcett, 
State Rep.    
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m.  
 
I. ACT ON MINUTES:  June 16, 2010 
MOTION: B. Nerreau made a motion seconded by B. Rifkin to approve the minutes as written.    
VOTE: 6-0 in favor (S. Zahn and B. McMaster abstained).  
 
II.   COMMUNICATIONS:    
1. Holy Family/Assumption Schools Carnival May 19-22- Suzie Whelan, 419 Beach Rd. was present to 
make the request (see letter). G. Lombardo recommended approval suggested approval as it is a repeat 
event and there have been no problems.   
Motion – M. Hahn made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
2. McKinley School Carnival April 14-17. Jennifer Chrysadakis- 43 Vermont Rd. was present to make 
the request. G. Lombardo recommended approval. S. Hahn noted that the setup is actually not included on 
the agenda  
Motion–S. Zahn made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to change the request to read “from April 12-
19”  
Vote- Unanimous    
Motion – B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by B. Rifkin to approve the use of Jennings Beach lot for 
the Carnival from April 12-19.  
Vote- Unanimous    
3. Candlelight Vigil for Domestic Abuse Victims- Police Chief Gary MacNamara was present to 
request the use of Sherman Green. Two dates were suggested in the letter but he chose October 21.  
 Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to amend the request to read Oct 21. 
Vote- Unanimous    
Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by B. Nerreau to approve the request for the use of 
Sherman Green for a Domestic Abuse Vigil on Oct 21.  
Vote- Unanimous    
4. Paddle Board Event-Pat Neary, 201 Jeniford Rd.- Request to hold a Paddle Board Event from 
Southport to Jennings Beaches. Asking for 8 Parking passes for parking at both beaches on Sun., Aug. 29.  
B. Seirup felt that perhaps it was not good to give the passes during the season but G. Lombardo did not 
feel it would present a problem.  
Motion – S. Zahn made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the request for the event and for 
the 8 passes.  
Vote- Unanimous    
5. Rock Climbing to add to Sand Sculpting Event-Jill Walker-1810 Fairfield Beach Rd. was present 
with Steve Caton of Carabineers, 85 Mill Plain Rd. – They would like to erect a wall near the side of 
Jacky Durrell Pavilion on Friday and Sat. Aug. 6 & 7. They believe it will add to their event and it will be 
safe and supervised. Insurance will be provided.  
Motion – S. Zahn made a motion, seconded by B. Rifkin to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    



6. Community Theatre Fundraiser – Jennifer Hawkins, 160 Sasapequan Rd. was present to ask for 
permission to use the Sherman Green on Sept. 16 from 6-7pm for a Family Fun Fundraiser benefitting the 
Community Theatre. There will also be samples from a new Yogurt store, Pinkberry Yogurt.  
Motion – J. Tetreau made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the request.  
Vote- Unanimous    
7. Carol Skog- Scandinavian Club Event – Ms. Skog was present to request the use of parking near the 
Scand. Club during their Viking re-enactment weekend, Aug 21, 22.  It was discussed that parking would 
be tight due to the Pop Warner Sullivan Bowl.  
Motion – S. Zahn made a motion, seconded by B. Rifkin to approve the request as long as G. Lombardo 
agrees to areas and they hire a Police Officer.   
Vote- 7 in favor  1 Abstention (McMaster). Motion Passes 
 
III. PUBLIC INPUT – B. Seirup asked for a “Sense of the Board” so that PAL can begin planning a 
Sept 12 Fishing Tournament at the Jennings Beach jetty. After all members agreed that it was a good idea 
and had no problem with it G. Lombardo said that he would place a formal request on the August agenda.  
  
IV. NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Fun Zone at the Beach- Luke Sohigian, 10 Patrick Dr., Gus Bochanis, 963 So. Pine Creek Rd. and 
John McMillan, 985 So. Pine Creek Rd. were present to discuss a petition that they had submitted to Mr. 
Lombardo with the assistance of State Rep. Kim Fawcett of 234 Collingwood Ave. They want to either 
have a designated area where they can use items in the water, floats, etc. or use skim boards along the 
sand or at least look at relaxing the rules.  Ms. Fawcett said that while they understand that safety is 
imperative they want to understand why these activities are permitted at other beaches and said that 
Westport allows it. G. Lombardo explained that he told the kids that the rules are not only for them but 
also to keep others safe at the beach. S. Berecz, Waterfront Dir. Addressed the group to explain that balls 
are very dangerous in the water because often the balls are chased and then kids get in deeper than 
expected in the water and need rescuing. He also told of a skim board that went out from under a boarder 
and hit a walker along the beach, it broke her ankle, then she fell and also broke her arm. He introduced 
Jack Carter of the Amer. Red Cross who spoke about floatation devices and how people use boogie 
boards, rafts and arm-swimmies as “a crutch” then lose them and get into trouble. He only recommends 
Red Cross Certified devices.  
Kelly Sohigian-10 Patrick Dr. said that she just returned from Long Beach Is. on the Jersey Shore and 
they do all these things there. She criticized the Fairfield Lifeguards who ”blow their whistles all day and 
one was even on his cell phone.” 
Nick Mirabile 125 Sycamore Ln- RTM member said that kids are not allowed to do anything and it’s a 
“bore fest”.  
M. Hahn felt that there were too many people on our beaches at highly populated times for skim boarding.  
G. Lombardo felt it could be reviewed but stated that lifeguards are not there to babysit and would need to 
know that parents are watching. He stated that he would never recommend allowing inflatable devices.  
Ms. Fawcett felt the rules were outdated and could be changed.  
S. Berecz addressed what he felt were “unfair characterizations of his lifeguards and stated that he is 
proud of the work they do.  
No further action was taken at this time.   
2. Dover Park Safety Concerns- Bob Rescanski 273 Tollhouse Ln.., Emilia Gilbert, 218 Stevenson Rd. 
and Sherry Miro of 196 Stevenson Rd presented a petition (see attached) regarding what they feel are “the 
problems that the Parks Dept and the National Little League have created by using a neighborhood park 
for baseball 7 days a week”.  Many examples were given including: rocks being thrown at dogs, garbage 
being left, dangerous parking situation, urination on the fences. They said that there is a sign there but the 
rules are not followed and parents are often rude and belligerent. They ask that a Police officer be placed 
at the first 10 games so that the users are aware of the rules. They asked that the National League take 
more responsibility  
B. Seirup remarked that “with all due respect, they should be speaking to the Police as these were matters 
regarding enforcement of the rules.” Ms. Gilbert stated that it is also the duty of the Dept. that issues the 
permits to be sure they are following the rules.  
G. Lombardo reminded them that the neighbors were the ones who did not want off street parking but 
maybe it needs to be reassessed. He was sorry that D. Gallucci was not present as he could address the 
National LL position but he would be discussing it with him.  



M. Hahn stated that this only demonstrates the need for more recreational space as is being suggested at 
Hoyden’s Hill for the girl’s softball field.   
3.  Approve a 1 year extension of the Fairfield Indoor Tennis Contract- G. Lombardo asked the 
Commission to consider an extension for the present contract so that it may continue without interruption 
since it has taken longer than anticipated to proceed with the plan for the long term contract for a new 
facility.   
Motion – B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by S. Zahn to approve the 1 year extension to the contract 
with Fairfield Indoor Tennis.  
Vote- Unanimous    
 
V.  OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report – G. Lombardo reported that the Town Asst. Attorney, 
Eileen Kennelly is still working with the FIT attorneys putting together the contracts and the goal is to go 
before the BOS in October. 
2. Little League Gould Manor Field Plans – No report.  M. Hahn expressed doubt that the plan that 
Little League has for Gould Manor Park will actually only cost $90K which is the “figure they were 
kicking around” when they gave the proposal at the park several months ago. He added that there is a lot 
about their plan that concerns him.  
3. Girls’ Softball Field Report – E. Plotkin reported that the vote for a girls’ softball field passed the 
RTM but was now going to referendum on Aug. 12 since the neighbors obtained the necessary number of 
signatures. 25% of registered voters have to vote NO and they also have to be the majority of the vote. He 
estimates that to be about 8000. G. Lombardo has spoken to all the baseball organizations, B. Nerreau 
will reach out to FUSA and Wakeman and J. Tetreau will reach out to football groups to defeat this 
referendum and get the field passed. E. Plotkin wrote a Letter to the Editor in favor of the field.  
4. Penfield Renovation Project Report – G. Lombardo reported that they will be opening the bids on 
July 28. They hope to get BOS approval in August and BOF and RTM in Sept. With this scenario there is 
still a chance for a June 2011 opening. He is working on a financial package to show revenue and 
expenses while making assumptions of increased fees and a longer season. He also feels that lockers 
could go to $200 or even higher if the Commission votes for it.  
5. Penfield Locker Sub-Committee Report- M. Hahn and J. Tetreau made up the sub-ctte. but had to 
leave this meeting early so G. Lombardo distributed their work and explained the proposal (see attached). 
He will put it on the agenda for a vote in August.  
 
VI. BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  No Report   
 
VII. DIRECTOR’S REPORT: G. Lombardo Reported: 

• 4th of July Festivities were very successful and saw between 30K and 40K people.  
• Family Movie nights have been very successful and there are two more.  
• He invited all members to the July 25th celebration for the 25th Anniv. of the Sherman Green.  

 
VIII. PROGRAM REPORT - None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, B. McMaster made a motion to adjourn at 8:55 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary 
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