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A meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held Wednesday, April 21, 2010 at the
Eunice Postol Parks & Recreation Center, at 7: 00 p.m.

PRESENT: Ellery Plotkin; Bob Seirup; Bob McMaster; Barbara Rifkin; Brian Nerreau and Jack
Tetreau

ABSENT: Michael Hahn; Dante Gallucci and Stacey Zahn
ALSO PRESENT: G. Lombardo, Dir Parks & Recreation

The meeting was called to order at 7: 00p.m.

I. ACT ON MINUTES:  March 24, 2010

MOTION: B. McMaster made a motion seconded by B.  Seirup to approve the minutes as
written.

VOTE:  3- 2 in favor ( Tetreau and Nerreau abstained)

II.  COMMUNICATIONS:

1. St. Paul' s Summer Services- Charles Rhudy, 140 College Park Dr. was present to request
that he church be permitted to hold Sunday morning services at Jennings Beach as they have in
previous years ( see attached).

Motion—B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by B. Seirup to approve the request.
Vote- Unanimous

2. Catherine Fell- Jr. Woman' s Club Tag Sale- Sherman Green 5/22/ 10- Ms. Fell did not
attend the meeting. Due to the fact that it was a first time event the Commission wanted more
information.

Motion — B. Seirup made a motion, seconded by B. Rifkin to approve the request contingent on
Ms. Fell speaking with Mr. Lombardo and making sure that he is comfortable with their plan.
Vote- Unanimous

3. Joe Fischer- PAL Kite Flying Event- Jennings Beach 9/ 16/ 10 — Mr. Fischer 114 Hillcrest
Rd. was present to request permission to hold their event as they have in the past and to invite the
Connectikiters to put on a display. Insurance will be provided.
Motion—J. Tetreau made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the request.
Vote- Unanimous

4. Pete Schirmann-National Day of Prayer Sherman Gr. 5/6/ 10- Though Mr. Schirmann was
not present the Commission felt that this was a repeat event with no issues.

Motion—B. Nerreau made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to approve the request.
Vote- Unanimous

III. PUBLIC INPUT—Tom Doherty- 113 Dave' s La.,  Spt was present to ask about the new
Year- long rate for the Boat Racks. Mr. Doherty was told that the increase was voted on by the
Commission in the Fall and that it was noticed on the agenda. Mr. Doherty stated that he hoped
that this increase will bring about better enforcement of the rules at the racks, Doubling the boats
in the racks, weekend launching, etc that are not well policed by the Director, Paul Trupp or the
boat boys. " If you' re going to increase the cost, then run it right". Mr. Lombardo thanked him for
his input and stated that he appreciated the feedback.



IV. NEW BUSINESS:

1. To hear and act upon a $ 20K Appropriation for Swim Buoys — Mr. Lombardo explained
that this Fall the DEP came to inspect the Town' s swim areas and he was told that the buoys do
not meet the State requirements ( cylindrical rather than round). The cost to replace all the buoys

would be almost $35K. Because that would be a large " hit" for the Town' s budget all at once, it

was negotiated that they would be replaced over the next few years. For now, they will purchase
10 cones, two at each of the 5 beaches, one on each corner of the swim area. The DPW will share

some of the cost and Mr. Lombardo asked for approval of up to $20K from the Revolving Fund
depending on the end of year budget numbers and what kind of share Recreation will have to
pay.

Motion — J. Tetreau made a motion, seconded by B. Rifkin to approve spending up to $ 20K on
the swim buoys.

Vote- Unanimous

2. To hear and act upon the Request to relocate the Sturges Cottage - Jeanne Harrison, 21
Old Field Rd. was present to read a letter from Melanie Marks, chairman of the Gardener' s

Cottage Cultivation Committee ( GCCC) ( see attached letter). The letter explained the history of
the cottage, the need to move it, and the hope that a move to the Parks & Recreation parking lot
would be a positive outcome for all parties. David Sturges,  375 Warner Hill Rd. was present to

answer any questions of the Commission and to provide minutes from the Cottage Search
Committee ( see attached).  Mr.  Flatto also sent a memo to the Commission ( see attached)

explaining that if the Commission considers this a good plan then they should attach to their
approval any and all conditions that they deem necessary. Approvals would then be needed by
the BOS, RTM and BOF. The Committee is estimating a 2 year process for approvals and fund-
raising. The large portion of the cost would be raised by the Chamber of Commerce and through
Grants and donations. There would be cost to reconfigure the road and the Town may have to
fund part of that. A map showing the configuration was shown by Mr. Lombardo. Commission
members were concerned by the loss of parking spaces but were told that the dirt/ grass area
would then become new spaces.  Some of the contingencies that were discussed were:

that the back parking be completed prior to the move
that the driveway be reconfigured safely
that the cost of the new driveway not be paid for by the Parks & Recreation Revolving Fund,

that bonding be investigated as a possibility for payment.
Members wanted more answers before making any approvals.
Motion — B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by J. Tetreau to take this up again at the May

meeting.
Vote- Unanimous

V.  OLD BUSINESS:

1. Tennis Center Renovation Plan Report — G.  Lombardo reported that the Town Asst.

Attorney, Eileen Kennelly is working with the attorneys from Fairfield Indoor Tennis to work
out all the details prior to going before the BOS for approval in June.
2. Little League Gould Manor Field Plans - G. Lombardo reported that Little League is setting
up a meeting with the Neighborhood Assn. to go over the proposed plan. They tentatively
scheduled it for May 11th at 7pm at the Gould Manor Field. G. Lombardo will pass on the exact
date to members as soon as he knows it. E. Plotkin mentioned that Michael Hahn who was

unable to attend this meeting due to work conflict opposes this plan but did not state specific
reasons. G. Lombardo stated that if the neighbors oppose this then the Commission will need to

take that into consideration.

3. Girls' Softball Field Report— G. Lombardo reported the plan will go for approval under the

Capital Improvement Budget on May 4. It then goes to the TPZ on May 11.   E. Plotkin reported
that there is a request to have an Organic Farm on the front portion of the property. It was
discovered that when the Town accepted this property they didn' t vote to give jurisdiction to
Parks & Recreation, so it defaults, through Open Space to Conservation. However, if the plan for



the active recreation is approved, then Conservation will hand it over to Parks and Recreation. G.
Lombardo will send each member the Organic Farm Proposal.

4. Penfield Renovation Project Report — Both Girls' Softball and Penfield Renovation Final

Phase will go before the TPZ on May 11. On Monday, April 26 at 7pm G. Lombardo and R.
White will go to the Penfield Comm. meeting.  They have met with the architects and need to
move ahead if they hope to break ground after Labor Day.

VI. BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORT:  No Report

VII. DIRECTOR' S REPORT: G. Lombardo Reported:

Beach Sticker sales are going well. Applications went out to those who didn' t renew
online. So far$ 234K in Stickers and Lake Passes have been sold. 70% have been done
online.

He has been working with a parent from Eagle Hill School who would like to have the
kids ( approx. 12of them) make and launch their own rockets from Oldfield Field on May
14`h at 3pm.  Commissioners had concerns about the liability and the possibility of the
rockets landing in locations other than back on the field.

Motion — B. Rifkin made a motion, seconded by B. McMaster to approve the event if they can
find a time when the adjacent building is not in use and they get approval from the Fire and
Police Depts.

Vote- 5- 1  ( Nerreau Opposed)

VIII. PROGRAM REPORT: G. Lombardo reported:

The Summer brochure was maileda led out this week and registration will be May 4

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, J. Tetreau made a motion to adjourn at 8: 10

Respectfully submitted,

Joan Ryan, Recording Secretary


