PARKING AUTHORITY SPECIAL MEETING
October 12th, 2011 @ 6:00PM, Fairfield Museum

370 Beach Rd, Fairfield CT.

CALL TO ORDER at 6.02 pm by Chairman Mary Kay Frost

Roll Call of Officers:

Chairman: Mary Kay Frost Present
Joanne Sheehan- Absent

Robert Comers Present
Ronald Pine Present
Trudi Durrell Present

Also Present: Manager Cynthia Placko

Presentation by Atty. Walsh: In reference to Café Society, the potential tenant at the Southport train
station.

Mary Kay Frost introduced Atty. James Walsh representing Josh Fried/Café Society.

Atty Walsh gave a brief review on the State’s requests to date regarding the rental space at the
Southport train station. He did mention the survey that was conducted by the Parking Authority for CT.
D.O.T. after the fire. The top items on the commuter’s wish list were Coffee and...., newspapers as well
as increased hrs for the waiting room to be open at the station. He informed the public that the Parking
Authority followed the guidelines from the state to find potential tenants. At least 16 potential tenants
came forward with interest, and Josh Fried was the only one to follow through and present plans. His
plans were submitted to the State of CT. over a year ago. At a prior meeting, September 22™, 2011
concerns were raised. Atty Walsh did discuss the concerns regarding serving of alcohol and hrs of
operation with his client, and now compromises have been agreed upon.

Café Society will request a restaurant wine and beer license (not a full restaurant liquor license) no
outdoor seating, no live music inside or outside. Regarding the hrs, Atty. Walsh did speak with Paci
restaurant and are offering to limit the hrs at Café Society similar to Paci which stops food service at 10:
pm. It was noted Paci has a separate bar with a full restaurant liquor license.

The intended hrs of Café Society are Sun/Thurs to 11pm and Friday/Saturday to 12pm. Weekdays open
at 6am.



Ronald Pine did explain that a beer and wine license requires food to be served with the drinks, so you
cannot order only beer or wine without ordering food. The Liquor Commission is really strict on this

policy.

Mary Kay Frost opened the discussion to the public. In attendance were Southport neighbors, Chairman
of the Historic District Commission- Ellen Gould, and Representatives from Sasquanaug and Southport
Conservancy.

A lengthy discussion ensued. Ellen Gould was in favor of the restaurant but raised concerns regarding
the venting and electrical equipment possibly protruding from the building. Atty. Walsh did inform Ellen
Gould that Franzen Architects, who specializes in historic preservation, prepared the plans. Ellen did say
she worked with Frazen on several occasions and they are aware of the historic district requirements.
They can only make recommendations as it is a state owned building.

Michael Herley, RTM District 1 former Parking Authority board member, gave a brief review of the
history of the café going into the station. He felt it was positive having someone in the space to serve
the commuters, and the facilities would be available more hrs to them. He feels having someone there
makes it a more secure building and parking lot. It may help with the graffiti.

Basically the neighbors concerns were type of alcohol being served and hrs of operation which were
addressed throughout the meeting.

Chairman Mary Kay Frost thanked everyone in attendance for their input and will take the discussions
into consideration. In addition Atty Walsh and the Parking Authority will continue to work with the
state.

Robert Comers motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:35pm seconded by Trudi Durrell. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Jude Fitzgerald

Recording Secretary



