
 

DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO REVIEW, CORRECTION AND APPROVAL BY 
THE INLAND WETLANDS AGENCY OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

MINUTES OF  
INLAND WETLAND AGENCY MEETING 

January 3, 2013 
 
The Conservation Commission, acting as the Inland Wetland Agency of the Town of Fairfield 
held a Meeting on January 3, 2013 in the ALL PURPOSE ROOM of the Holland Hill School, 
200 Meadowcroft Road Fairfield, CT. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Kevin Gumpper, Chairman; Catherine O’Donnell, Secretary, Frank 
Rice; Kathleen Maxham; Elizabeth Jones; and Richard Santalesa. ALTERNATES: Felicia 
Watson; Sam Boyarsky. ABSENT: Letitia Ferguson. Also Present: Thomas Steinke, 
Conservation Director; Annette Jacobson, Conservation Administrator; Edward Jones, Wetlands 
Compliance Officer/Open Space Manager; and members of the public. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 7:59 p.m. by Chairman 

Gumpper.  
 
II. APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: Sam Boyarsky was appointed to sit as a full 
member.   
 
Note: the items listed on the meeting agenda for this evening were taken out of order; the item numbering below 
follows the corresponding position on the actual meeting agenda. 
 
VI. PUBLIC HEARING 

 
1.  (RE-SCHEDULED FROM NOVEMBER 1 AT APPLICANT’S REQUEST AND 
CONTINUED FROM DECEMBER 6, 2012) 
IWPA 2012-13-03, Cocco & Piekarski, portion of 120 & 144 Tuller Road & Little Brook 
Road, Assessor’s Map  46  Parcels-portion of 27 & 27A, Subdivision Construction, 
Grading & Drainage within a regulated area.  The public hearing was re-opened at 7:59 
p.m. and no call was read as this is a continued hearing.  The public hearing was held and 
closed at 9:20 p.m.  The public hearing was recorded on tape and is available for review 
at the Conservation Department. 

 
The Commission took a 2-minute break at this time and re-convened at 9:22.  It was the 
consensus of those present to vote on the public hearing matter.  It was determined that 6 
members were eligible to vote:  Kevin Gumpper, Catherine O’Donnell, Frank Rice; Kathleen 
Maxham; Richard Santalesa and Sam Boyarsky. 
 
Kathleen Maxham moved and Sam Boyarski seconded to approve IWPA 2012-13-03 Cocco & 
Piekarski, portion of 120 & 144 Tuller Road & Little Brook Road.  Members discussed no 
adverse impact to the wetlands and watercourses, that neighbors’ potential flooding concerns 
appear to be beyond the purview of the Inland Wetlands Agency, and that this proposal will not 
worsen existing flooding conditions.  This motion was not acted on.  Kathleen Maxham moved 
and Frank Rice seconded to approve the Suggested Findings of Fact by staff with no changes.  
Unanimously approved.  Kathleen Maxham moved and Catherine O’Donnell seconded to 
approve IWPA 2012-13-03 Cocco & Piekarski, portion of 120 & 144 Tuller Road & Little Brook 
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Road with specific conditions as outlined in the staff recommendation letter of November 29, 
2012 as amended/modified by the changes requested during the public hearing by William 
Fitzpatrick, Esq. on 1d, 1j and 7 related to pedestrian access and underdrains.  After discussion, 
Kathleen Maxham clarified that the motion was intended to include the standard conditions as 
well, and that clarification was accepted by Catherine O’Donnell seconder, and remainder of the 
Agency.  Motion passed unanimously.  The letter conveying the decision of the Agency is 
attached (A).   
 
 
III. BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of Meeting December 6, 2012: Catherine O’Donnell moved, 
and Richard Santalesa seconded to approve the December 6, 2012 meeting 
minutes, Motion passed unanimously. 

 
B.  Discussion on Regulations Revisions contemplated by staff.  It was noted that 
these changes are preliminary and the intent is to stream-line submittals and reviews 
to accommodate decreased staff levels to address inland wetland program demands.  
Mr. Steinke is requesting replacement of the full-time Wetlands Compliance Officer 
in the proposed budget this year, but he also feels that changes in the Regulations are 
necessary.  Some of the changes to staff permits, Certificate of Wetlands 
Conformance, are to require professional plans with regulated areas indicated; site 
plans; and to move the bigger projects like new houses and subdivisions to Inland 
Wetland Permit Applications IWPA’s.  There is a proposed schedule to make changes 
by July 1, 2013.  It was clarified that this process will parallel with the Regulations 
Committee work to update the Regs for statutory changes, etc.  It was the consensus 
of the Commission that staff is going in the right direction with these changes, but 
that the Commission will need more time to fully consider the proposed changes. 
 

 
IV. DELIBERATIVE SESSION 

 
The Monthly wetland business update for the Agency for December was noted. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the Commission, Catherine 
O’Donnell moved, and Kate Maxham seconded to adjourn at 9:37 p.m.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Annette Jacobson 
Conservation Administrator 
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