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                                              HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
December 20, 2012 

 
         A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, December 20, 2012, 
at 4:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Conference Room of the John Sullivan Independence Hall. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners:  Selma Cohen, Chairman; Marc Andre, Vice Chairman; 

Linda DeLorenzo, Nancy Legare and Kevin Lennon,                                            
                              

ALSO PRESENT:  Claire Grace, Director of the Fairfield Senior Center and 
                                                        Director of the Department of Human & Social Services 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS:   Mr. Kenneth Placko, Tree Warden 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Selma Cohen at 4:00 pm. 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: 
 
        Mr. Kenneth Placko, Tree Warden of Fairfield discussed the planting of a garden at the 
Fairfield Senior Center.  Mr. Placko said the garden could be made up various sized plots so the 
Seniors could share the planting of vegetables and maintenance of each plot.  Mr. Placko said the 
gardens could be maintained after hours and on the weekends. Mr. Placko discussed the location, 
the various plot sizes and raised beds.  Mr. Placko said he hoped the Commission would support 
the planting of the garden at the Senior Center. 
 
        Chairman Selma Cohen thanked Mr. Placko for his report.  Ms. Claire Grace said she 
thought it was a great idea and also thanked Mr. Placko. 
 
         After the Commission discussed the plan, Commissioner Marc Andre made the following 
motion:   
 
 
 



 

 

2 

 
 
 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Marc Andre made a motion to submit a letter to the First Selectman 
in support of Tree Warden Kenneth Placko’s plan for planting a garden at the Fairfield Senior 
Center.  Commissioner Nancy Legare seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
   
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
 Chairman Selma Cohen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for November 29, 2012. 

with the following changes: 

       Commissioner Linda DeLorenzo moved for approval of the minutes of the November 29, 
2012, with the following changes: 

“Ms. Helene D’Avanzo, Board Member of “Operation Hope”, said she was concerned 
with the security and disability of seniors.” 

       Commissioner Nancy Legare seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  

 Chairman Selma Cohen reported that she met with First Selectman Michael Tetreau last 
Thursday to discuss the Human Services Commission’s letter regarding the need for two separate 
full time Directors as recommended by the “Top Ten” Committee.  Mr. Tetreau said the request 
for a second Director would require a new line on the Budget.  

 Commissioner Nancy Legare said she thought Mr. Tetreau would need to see some 
statistics and more information regarding the need for a second Director.  The Commission 
continued to discuss the issue.  Commissioner Cohen asked the Commission members to present 
items the Senior Center should consider in selecting a Director. 

2. FAIRFIELD SENIOR SERVICES:  Claire Grace, Director, Fairfield Senior Services 

       Ms. Claire Grace presented several newspaper articles in support of the Fairfield Senior 
Center and its need for a separate full-time Director to the Commission. 
 
       Ms. Grace noted that the LifeLong courses offered at the Senior Center have all been filled, 
including the winter programs. 
 
       Ms. Grace said the annual Christmas party was a great success, with more than 200 seniors 
in attendance.  Ms. Grace said the “Elderberries” provided the entertainment again this year and 
everyone enjoyed listening to them.  Commissioner Marc Andre said he had a great time at the 
party. 
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         Ms. Grace reported that Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Disaster 
Recovery Center had left the Senior Center where they have been meeting since the ‘Superstorm’ 
Sandy. As of December 20, 2012, a Disaster Loan Outreach Center will open at the Senior 
Center with hours from 9am to5pm Monday through Friday.  The office will remain open until 
further notice.  The deadlines for FEMA or SBA loans has been extended to Monday, January 
28, 2013. 

 Ms. Grace reported that Commissioner Kevin Lennon will be holding a seminar to 
discuss Estate Planning at the Senior Center in the near future.  Further information regarding the 
seminar will be discussed at the next meeting.  

3. BOARD OF HEALTH – Kevin Lennon, Liaison 

      Commissioner Kevin noted that there was no new business to report at this time. 

4.  OLD BUSINESS: 

 Meeting Dates: The Commission will meet on the fourth Thursday of the month for 
January through June and September and October; and on the third Thursday of the month for 
November and December.  The Commission will not meet during July or August. 

  Elections: The following are the Elected Officers as of December 15, 2011: 

CHAIRMAN:    Selman Cohen 

  VICE CHAIRMAN:    Linda DeLorenzo 

  SECRETARY:    Marc Andre 

  BOARD OF HEALTH LIAISON: Kevin Lennon 

5.  NEW BUSINESS:  

 There was no new business to discuss at this time. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 

 Ms. Palma Senator commented on the Elderly Tax Relief Program, noting that it will be 
presented to the RTM as amended.  Ms. Senator asked that the Commission members attend the 
next meeting in January. 

 Mr. Don Ross said he would be speaking at the Senior Center regarding the Tax Relief 
program on behalf of the seniors. 

 



 

 

4 

 

 

6.  ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.                                          

                                     Respectfully submitted,  

 
CONSTANCE M. WADI 

            Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
N.B.    The next meeting of the Human Services Commission will be held on Thursday,                      
            January 24, 2013, in the first floor conference room of the John J. Sullivan 
            Independence Hall at 4:00 p.m. 
 
            Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Human Services Commission.                                                


