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                                              HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
November 29, 2012 

 
         A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, November 29, 2012, 
at 4:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Conference Room of the John Sullivan Independence Hall. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners:  Selma Cohen, Chairman; Marc Andre, Vice Chairman; 

Linda DeLorenzo, Nancy Legare and Kevin Lennon,                                            
                              

ALSO PRESENT:  Claire Grace, Director of the Fairfield Senior Center and 
                                                        Director of the Department of Human & Social Services 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS:   Mr. Rick De’Angelis 
       Mr. Ron Atwater 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Selma Cohen at 4:05 pm. 
 
GUEST SPEAKERS: 
 
        Mr. Rick De’Angelis discussed the findings of the “Top Ten” Self Study Report.  The “Top 
Ten” group was formed a year ago to take an in-depth look at the programs available at the 
Fairfield Senior Center for the town’s seniors.  The group visited other senior centers and met 
with the Directors and other staff to get an idea of the programs available which may not be 
offered at the Fairfield Senior Center.  The group also made comparisons to the average median 
income of the seniors at other centers and the budgets for the centers compared to the Fairfield 
Senior Center. 
 
 Conclusion:  The group concluded that the Fairfield Senior Center is very active, but the 

building was not meant for the Senior Center.  The group felt that in addition to 
coordinating the bus services, lunches and activities, the website and access to data base, 
there were other things of importance to the town’s seniors. They also came to the 
following most important items for the Fairfield Senior Center: 
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1) Needs more staff, including a full-time Director, a Program Coordinator, a part-time 
clerk, and a receptionist, noting especially that the Human Services Director should 
be full-time and separate from the Director of the Senior Center 

 
2) Should have extended hours 
 
3) Needs more valuable volunteers, including two part-time volunteers for the front desk 
 
4) Should have more of a variety of activities 
 
5) Should have more out-reach programs  
 
6)  Should have fund raising activities 
 

         Mr. De’Angelis noted that Ron Atwater built the data base for the Senior Center and edits 
the Center’s monthly newsletter.  Mr. Atwater informed the Committee that he has just received 
permission to purchase a new Gateway unit for the Center. 
 
        Mr. Atwater noted that with the “baby-boomers” retiring, it affects the services offered to 
seniors throughout the state, in that resources are dwindling as the needs rise.  Mr. Atwater 
further noted that Governor Molloy is already cutting state services to seniors. 
 
        Chairman Selma Cohen thanked Mr. De’Angelis and Mr. Atwater for their report.  Ms. 
Claire Grace thanked the “Top Ten” for their hard work.  Commissioner Linda DeLorenzo said 
the report was well done.  
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 
 Chairman Selma Cohen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for October 25, 2012. 

       Commissioner Linda DeLorenzo moved for approval of the minutes of the October 25, 
2012, as presented.  Commissioner Nancy Legare seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

2. FAIRFIELD SENIOR SERVICES:  Claire Grace, Director, Fairfield Senior Services 

       Ms. Claire Grace presented the following documents to the Commission: 
 
  Budget Message, the General Fund Budget, and the New Top Ten Budget Proposal 

 

       A discussion followed presentation of each document. 

       Ms. Grace said the contracts were to be signed for the approved equipment and that they 
would need to have two experts train the staff in the applications. 

       Ms. Grace reported that a new system is being reviewed that would include giving ID cards 
to members of the Senior Center.  The seniors would need to swipe the cards before entering the 
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center – there would be two swipe terminals in the center.   This system is in use in other Senior 
Centers and is called “My Senior Center”.  Ms. Grace said the system is user friendly. The 
Committee discussed this system at great length. 

        Chairman Selma Cohen asked for public comment. 

        Ms. Palma Senator, a member of the “Top Ten” group said the Center should consider the 
renovations to the building and/or looking at other buildings which might be more suitable for 
the Senior Center. 

        Commissioner Marc Andre suggested the Committee consider having a feasibility study 
done regarding the renovations of the Senior Center or moving into a new building better suited. 
Mr. Andre said the Committee could discuss it with the Public Works Department.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Marc Andre made a motion that a feasibility study be undertaken.  
Commissioner Kevin Lennon seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

         Ms. Selma Cohen asked for a motion to accept the “Top Ten” Report with thanks to the 
“Top Ten” Committee, and submit the report with a letter to the First Selectman strongly 
recommending the funding for a full-time Human Services Director and a full-time Director 
of the Senior Center.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Marc Andre made a motion to accept the “Top Ten” Report with 
thanks to the “Top Ten” Committee and to submit the report with a letter to the First Selectman 
strongly recommending the funding for a full-time Human Services Director and a full-time 
Director of the Senior Center.  Commissioner Kevin Lennon seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

3. BOARD OF HEALTH – Kevin Lennon, Liaison 

      Commissioner Kevin Lennon reported the Flu Clinics have been ongoing.  Mr. Lennon 
noted a grant had been approved for a bike path.  The Town has also received a grant for hand-
crank radios as a result of the problems arising out of the power shortage after the “Super-storm 
Sandy”. 

 The Board of Health also discussed the need for shelters within the Town for such 
situations that could arise from future storms. 

4.  OLD BUSINESS: 

 Commissioner Selma Cohen reminded the Committee that the meeting dates will be 
selected and the election of officers will be held at the next meeting.  

5.  NEW BUSINESS:  

 There was no new business to discuss at this time. 
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MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 

 Ms. Helene D’Avanzo, Director of “Operation Hope”, said she was concerned with the 
security and disability of seniors. 

 Ms. Helen Milsson commented on the entrance doors to the Senior Center, noting that 
someone must enter through either of two doors only, but can exit through any door. 

 Ms. Pamela Banks said she was impressed by the “Top Ten” study and report.    

6.  ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.                                          

                                     Respectfully submitted,  

 
CONSTANCE M. WADI 

            Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
N.B.    The next meeting of the Human Services Commission will be held on Thursday,                      
            December 20, 2012, in the second floor conference room of the John Sullivan 
             Independence Hall at 4:00 p.m. 
 
            Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Human Services Commission.                                                


