
 

 

1 

 

 
                                                 HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
May 24, 2012 

 
         A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, May 24, 2012, at 
4:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Fairfield Senior Center. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners:  Selma Cohen, Chairman; Marc Andre, Vice Chairman; 

Linda DeLorenzo, Louis Fernous, Nancy Legare,                                                  
Kevin Lennon, Bruce Carter, and Joan Swanson                              

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Claire Grace, Director of the Fairfield Senior Center and 
                                                        Director of the Department of Human & Social Services              
                  
GUEST SPEAKER:  Mr. Ronald Atwater, Editor 
       Fairfield Senior Times 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Selma Cohen at 4:00 pm. 
  
GUEST SPEAKER:  Mr. Ronald Atwater 
 
 Mr. Atwater discussed the many features of the new large flat screen TV installed in the 
Fairfield Senior Center which is connected to the Center’s computer.  Mr. Atwater demonstrated 
how to access the Town’s website and the Center’s newsletter.  Mr. Atwater explained all of the 
links he was able to incorporate into the newsletter’s website while still making it ‘user’ friendly. 
 
 Mr. Atwater then played a short video to show the beautiful clear colors and sharpness of 
the TV.  At the end of the program, he asked if there were any questions.  A brief discussion 
followed and Commissioner Selma Cohen thanked Mr. Atwater for taking the time to discuss the 
various features of the ‘Fairfield Senior Times’ website.  
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1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Chairman Selma Cohen asked for a motion to approve the minutes for March and April. 

Commissioner Nancy Legare moved for approval of the minutes of the March 22, 2012, 
as presented.  Commissioner Marc Andre seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Nancy Legare moved for approval of the minutes of the April 26, 2012, as 
presented.  Commissioner Kevin Lennon seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

2.  FAIRFIELD SENIOR SERVICES:  Claire Grace, Director - Fairfield Senior Services 
                                                                                                             

Ms. Claire Grace reported that she and Commissioners Selma Cohen and Kevin Lennon 
attended the RTM budget meeting which was held recently, strongly objecting to any budget cuts 
to the Senior Center.  

 The Tax Relief CMA meeting was held on Saturday, May 19th at the Senior Center. 

 Ms. Grace also noted that a seminar on ‘Coping with Low Vision’ was held in May. The 
seminar covered glaucoma and many other vision problems.  Six vendors displayed assistive 
devices to help the clients with low vision.  

 Ms. Grace reviewed the latest study just finished by the Southwest Connecticut Agency 
on Aging Advisory Council of which Fairfield is a member.  The council surveyed its 14 
cities/town on their plans for caring for At Risk Seniors during outages. 

3.  BOARD OF HEALTH – Kevin Lennon, Liaison 

 Commissioner Kevin Lennon said he would have information to report at the next 
meeting. 

4.  OLD BUSINESS: 

 Commissioner Selma Cohen briefly discussed the letter which First Selectman Michael 
Tetreau received recently regarding the Senior Center.  Mr. Tetreau gave a copy to Ms. Claire 
Grace, Director of the Fairfield Senior Center, and asked her to respond.  Ms. Grace and 
Commissioner Cohen prepared a response and sent it to the complainant addressing the issues 
outlined in the letter.  As of the date of this meeting, there has been no reply to their letter.   

Commissioner Marc Andre reported that he went to the Fairfield Senior Center with 
Commissioner Bruce Carter to again inspect the outside and inside doors to each room.  Mr. 
Andre explained the problems with each and the security issues relating to entrance to the 
Center.  A discussion was held and Mrs. Grace was asked to contact Ed McCort for an estimate 
to wire the doors. 
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Commissioner Kevin Lennon reported that he will be meeting with the “Friends of the 
Fairfield Library” to discuss setting up a similar association for the “Friends of the Fairfield 
Senior Center”.  He will report to the Commission at the next meeting. 

5.  NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 Commissioner Nancy Legare reported that she attended a Tax Relief Credit meeting for 
Seniors and the disabled.  Ms. Legare said she thought it would be a good idea to get more 
people to attend, noting that not many Seniors are aware of the Town program.  Ms. Legare said 
it was important to get the word out that they can go to the Tax Assessor’s office to see if they 
qualify.  She said it was also important for them to attend the RTM and the Tax Relief meetings 
to voice their opinions and concerns.  Ms. Grace said the Commission might consider having a 
subcommittee attend the RTM Tax Relief meetings.    

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  

Ms. Palma Senatore commented briefly on the Commission having an RTM 
subcommittee and parking for the Center’s buses. 

6.  ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Kevin Lennon moved to 
adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Marc Andre seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m.                                                      

                                     Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
CONSTANCE M. WADI 

            Recording Secretary 
 
 
N.B.    The next meeting of the Human Services Commission will be held on Thursday,                      
            June 28, 2012, at the Fairfield Senior Center conference Room at 4:00 p.m. 

THIS IS THE LAST MEETING UNTIL SEPTEMBER. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

           Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Human Services Commission.                                                 


