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                                                 HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
January 26, 2012 

 
         A meeting of the Human Services Commission was held on Thursday, January 26, 2012, at 
4:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Conference Room of the Fairfield Town Hall at the John J. 
Sullivan Independence Hall. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners:  Selma Cohen, Chairman; Marc Andrew, Vice Chairman, 
                                                   Kevin Lennon, Nancy Legare and Joan Swanson. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Claire Grace, Director of the Fairfield Senior Center and 
                                                        Director of the Department of Human & Social Services              
                  
GUEST SPEAKER:  Douglas C. Holcomb, AICP, Chief Executive Officer 
    Thomas G. Gorman, Fiscal Officer 
    Greater Bridgeport Transit 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Selma Cohen at 4:00 pm.                           
 
1.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Commissioner Selma Cohen moved for approval of the minutes of the December 15, 
2011, meeting with the addition of the following sentence which was inadvertently omitted: 

“The Committee agreed to send a letter to the First Selectman Michael Tetreau for help 
with the Thursday lunch program at the Senior Center.” 

Commissioner Nancy Legare seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2.  GUEST SPEAKER:   

Douglas C. Holcomb, AICP, Chief Executive Officer of the Greater Bridgeport Transit 
introduced himself and Thomas G. Gorman, the Fiscal Officer for the transit company.  Mr. 
Holcomb discussed the municipal grant given to the Town of Fairfield to operate transportation 
programs for seniors. The program is meant to reach seniors and people with disabilities in town  
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and in rural areas.  Mr. Holcomb said the town could arrange trips for single riders or group trips, 
noting that trips for single riders are more expensive than group trips. Mr. Holcomb suggested 
the town would need to determine its priorities when arranging trips and would have to call in 
advance to reserve the bus. Commissioner Selma Cohen asked what were the days and hours of 
operation.  Mr. Holcomb explained that the service is available from 5:00 am to 11:00 pm seven 
days a week if needed. 

 
Ms. Claire Grace stated that the Senior Center did receive a new bus recently but that the 

other buses needed a great deal of maintenance and they were hoping to get another new bus.  
Mr. Holcomb said the Senior Center should continue to apply for a new bus and that he would be 
happy to write a letter in support. 
 
3.  FAIRFIELD SENIOR SERVICES:  Claire Grace, Director - Fairfield Senior Services                            

Ms. Grace stated that she received a letter from the First Selectman regarding a seminar 
on February 9 and February 16th at 7:15 pm for a discussion on ‘Robert’s Rules’. 

            Ms. Grace presented the Commissioners with a copy of a letter which she prepared 
addressed to the members of the Fairfield Senior Center regarding the loss of the Thursday lunch 
program.  Ms. Grace explained that the loss of Thursday’s lunches was due to a cut-back in state 
funds and not federal funding.  Ms. Grace noted that many agencies, organizations and 
businesses have been contacted for help in providing lunches for Thursdays or for help in 
defraying the cost of providing such lunches. Ms. Grace said she is waiting to hear back from the 
various entities regarding a plan and/or cost of providing the lunches.  In the meantime, 
Captain’s Pizza has been providing the lunches for the past several weeks. 

 Ms. Grace presented a letter prepared by the Fairfield Senior Center Associates to the 
First Selectman in support of replacing the Fairfield Senior Center’s buses.   

Ms. Grace discussed the new exercise program at the Center.  The program is called the 
‘Z Method’ and it is an exciting new type of exercise program for seniors. 

 Ms. Grace also presented a pamphlet of the Lifelong Learners four new winter programs. 
The programs will run January through February 2012 and is $20.00 per program. 

 Ms. Grace discussed a program called “Living Well” to be presented at the Senior Center 
through a grant from SWCAA.  Ms. Grace said the seminar will be held on March 6th and will be 
for people who are chronically ill. 

4.  BOARD OF HEALTH – Kevin Lennon, Liaison 

 Commissioner Kevin Lennon discussed the many items covered at the most recent Board 
of Health meeting.  Among the issues discussed, Mr. Lennon briefly explained the Town of 
Fairfield’s role in the Regional Planning for Evacuation and the distribution of antibiotics. 

Mr. Lennon also noted that the RTM had formed a subcommittee to deal with the numerous 
blight complaints received by the Town. 
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5.  OLD BUSINESS: 

 There was no old business to discuss at this time. 

6.  NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 Commissioner Selma Cohen reported she received notice of a seminar on ‘Robert’s 
Rules’ and FOI to be held on February 9th and February 16th at 7:15 pm at the first floor 
conference room at the Sullivan Independence Hall.  Commissioner Cohen noted that all 
members of this Commission are welcome to attend. 

Commissioner Nancy Legare briefly discussed possible solutions regarding the hallway 
of the Sullivan-McKinney senior residence. 

 Commissioner Selma Cohen inquired about setting up a fund to be collected at the Senior 
Center for donations specifically for Thursday’s lunch program.  

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  

Ms. Palma Senatore agreed that donations should be accepted for the lunch program at 
the Senior Center. 

Ms. Therese Horvath gave suggestions regarding the Thursday lunches at the Center. 

Ms. Pamela Banks spoke briefly about the Thursday lunches at the Senior Center and 
suggested reaching out to local businesses. 

Helen Nilsson spoke briefly about activities at the Fairfield Senior Center and suggested 
having more trips for the seniors.  

7.  ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business to discuss, Commissioner Kevin Lennon moved to 
adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Joan Swanson seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.                                                      

                                     Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
CONSTANCE M. WADI 

            Recording Secretary 
 
N.B.               The next meeting of the Human Services Commission will be held on 
                       Thursday, February 23, 2012, at the Fairfield Town Hall at 4:00 p.m. 
  in the second floor conference room. 

   

                 Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Human Services Commission.                                         


