
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn. 
FAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

October 11, 2012 
 
The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, October 11, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Second Floor Conference Room of Old Town Hall, Old Post Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen News on October 3, 
2012 and October 5, 2012. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES: 
Present: Commissioners Ellen Gould and Henry Backe.  
Alternates Adam Klyver and Thomas Dailey. 
Absent: Commissioners: Timothy Smith, Margaret Kufferman and Peter Petron. 
All present will be voting on all applications. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mrs. Gould, Chairman called the meeting to order at 4:32 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
1. Town of Fairfield for property located at 985 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) new H.C. toilet 

b) new H.C. ramp 

c) new siding 

d) new roofing 

e) new connection to sanitary sewer system 

Jim Girardi, employee of the Town of Fairfield engineering department, presented the 
application. He stated that after locating pictures of the building from the 1930s and 40s, it is 
believed that the building was built sometime in the 1940s. He also stated that the building is 
covered by FEMA regulations but Joe Bienkowski from the Town of Fairfield waived the 50% 
rule because the building is seasonal and has an assessment of less than $2500.00. He stated that 
cedar would be used for the siding and doors and that the new roof would be Timberline 
Charcoal asphalt. He presented a photo sample of the color of the proposed H.C. ramp and stated 
that the H.C. sign by the front door would be acrylic with taupe backing and white figures. 
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
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2. 910 Harbor Investors, LLC, for property located at 920 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) revise entry doors 

Oliver Cope, architect, presented the application. He presented drawings of the revised entry 
doors located on Harbor Road and on the north side of the house and stated the reasons for the 
changes. He also presented drawings of the proposed screen doors.   

No one spoke in favor of the application. 

No one spoke against the application. 
 
3. Frank V. and Vicki B. Pensiero, 115 Spruce Street, Southport 

a) new wall (right side of driveway) 

b) new wall (left side of driveway) 

c) new wall (rear right side of house) 

d) reposition previously approved side steps and walk 

e) reposition previously approved a/c unit 

f) new brick planter along driveway 
 

Frank Pensiero, homeowner, presented the application. He stated that changes to the previously 
approved plans needed to be made to accommodate the topography of the land due to changes in 
the pitch of the driveway. He presented photos of the existing forms installed for the stone wall 
and stated that the retaining walls would be veneered with stone. He stated that the change in the 
position of the previously approved steps was due to the change in elevations which forced him 
to move the walls. The a/c unit will be moved to a higher location at the suggestion of the zoning 
department and will not be visible from the street. He presented a drawing of the proposed 
planter and stated that once the driveway is completed, only the top will be visible from the 
street. 
The commissioners discussed stepping the stone wall rather than sloping it.  
Mrs. Gould stated that the light fixtures had not yet been approved and Mr. Pensiero agreed.  
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
4.   Tom and Taylor Purdy, 105 Meeting House Lane, Fairfield 
 

a) new pool and spa 
b) new pool edging 
c) new stepping stone paths 
d) new garden edging 
e) new pergola 
f) new pool entry gates and fencing 
g) new pool fencing 
 
The application was presented by Kristina Gates, landscape architect.  She presented a site 
plan showing the location of the pool, spa, pergola and proposed plantings. She also 
presented photographs of different types of proposed plantings. She stated that the pool 
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would be 20’ x 40’, the spa would be elevated to act as a seat wall and the pergola would be 
35’ x 7’6” designed to center on the pool. Bluestone and fieldstone would be used to match 
the existing. She presented drawings of the proposed cedar fencing with 1 ¼” square pickets 
to match the existing. There would also be a hedge with black wire mesh installed for pool 
fencing. Mr. Purdy spoke shortly regarding the application. 
Mr. Dailey stated that he felt that the proposal was too large in comparison to the original 
historic house. 
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 

 
 
DECISIONS: 
 
1. Town of Fairfield for property located at 985 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) new H.C. toilet 

b) new H.C. ramp 

c) new siding 

d) new roofing 

e) new connection to sanitary sewer system 
 

MOTION: Mr. Klyver made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that a 
color sample be provided before the H.C. ramp is poured.  
Second by Dr. Backe.  
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mr. Klyver and Mr. Dailey. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
2. 910 Harbor Investors, LLC, for property located at 920 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) revise entry doors 

MOTION: Dr. Backe made a motion to approve the application as presented.  

Second by Mr. Klyver. 

Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mr. Klyver and Mr. Dailey. Motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
3. Frank V. and Vicki B. Pensiero, 115 Spruce Street, Southport 

a) new wall (right side of driveway) 

b) new wall (left side of driveway) 

c) new wall (rear right side of house) 

d) reposition previously approved side steps and walk 

e) reposition previously approved a/c unit 

f) new brick planter along driveway 
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MOTION: Dr. Backe made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that the 
veneer show a visible break from the stone wall to the house on both sides of the house 
foundation. 
Second by Mr. Klyver. 
Dr. Backe amended his motion to add that evergreen plantings such as ivy be maintained 
over the surface of the stone wall. 
Second by Mr. Klyver. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mr. Klyver and Mr. Dailey. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

  4.   Tom and Taylor Purdy, 105 Meeting House Lane, Fairfield 
a) new pool and spa 
b) new pool edging 
c) new stepping stone paths 
d) new garden edging 
e) new pergola 
f) new pool entry gates and fencing 
g) new pool fencing 

          
         MOTION: Mr. Dailey made a motion to deny the application without prejudice. 
         Motion died for lack of a second. 
         MOTION: Dr. Backe made a motion to approve the application with a suggestion that  
         the pergola be scaled down. 
         Second by Mr. Klyver         
         Mr. Dailey restated that he felt that the proposal was too large in relation to the historic 
 house on the property, which is at the focal point of the Greenfield Hill Historic District. 
 Dr. Backe stated that it is the job of Historic District Commission to manage change and 
 that he finds the proposal visually acceptable. Mr. Dailey stated that by approving the 
 application, the Commission should bear in mind that something of value would be lost. 
 Mrs. Gould stated that if the Commission makes changes to the size, the scale and 
 proportion would be lost. 
          
         Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe and Mr. Klyver 
         Voting against the motion: Mr. Dailey. Motion carried 3 - 1       
 
   
Show Cause Hearings Called for 6:00PM 
 
Kim Valentini, 53 Spruce Street, Southport 

a) alleged violation: failure to remove asphalt roof. An Application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness was denied by the Fairfield Historic District Commission on June 9, 
2011. Violation letter issued April 20, 2011. Show Cause letter issued March 30, 2012. 
Hearing continued from April 26, 2012 to after June 5, 2012. 

The attorney for Kim Valentini called and asked to have the hearing continued to a later date. 
Mrs. Gould contacted the Town Attorney who said to agree to the request. 

  
John L. Prom, 1050 Old Academy Road, Fairfield 

b) alleged violation: failure to restore fence to its original location. Violation letter issued  
June 6, 2011. Repair Order issued on July 18, 2012. Show Cause letter issued on  
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September 21, 2012. 
          The homeowner requested to continue the Show Cause Hearing to a later date because he  
          was working on a resolution to the violation. A continuance was granted. 
 
Approve Minutes from 9-13-12 
 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes of 9-13-12. Second by Dr. Backe.  
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mr. Klyver and Mr. Dailey.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 
REPAIRS: 
1122 Old Academy Road, Fairfield (repair asphalt driveway) 
524 Pequot Avenue, Southport (repair and restore stained glass window on the front of SCC) 
 
VIOLATIONS: 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to discuss the handbook. Second by Mr. Klyver. 
Mrs. Gould stated that she had sent out the revised version to the commissioners and that Mr. 
Dailey was reviewing it page by page and had some changes and clarifications to be made.  
Dr. Backe agreed to contact Jim Miller regarding houses built on rear lots on the northern side of 
the Old Post Road.  
Mr. Dailey requested that any architectural questions be referred to Mr. Klyver and Mrs. 
Kufferman since they are both architects.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to adjourn at 7:00. Second by Dr. Backe. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathy Polifka, 
Recording Secretary 


