
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn. 
FAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

September 13, 2012 
 
The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, September 13, 2012 at 4:35 p.m. in 
the second floor Conference Room, Old Town Hall, Fairfield, CT 06824  
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen on Friday, September 
7, 2012. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES 
Present: Ellen Gould, Henry Backe, Peter Petron, Commissioners; Adam Klyver, Thomas 
Dailey, Alternates.  
All present will be voting.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Gould, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 4:35 pm. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS
 
1. Town of Fairfield for property located at 985 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890 
a) new H.C. toilet 
b) new H.C. ramp 
c) new siding 
d) new roofing 
e) new connection to sanitary sewer system 
 
Jim Gerardi, Town employee, gave the presentation.  The existing frame building housing the 
bathroom facilities at Ye Old Yacht Yard is in poor, decaying shape.  It needs extensive 
renovation because the foundation is inadequate and the facility is not up to code.  There are 
trees growing out of the base that need to be taken down (Town Tree Warden Ken Placko has 
approved their removal).  The building needs a handicap ramp and braille sign.  The Town 
proposes to install new footings, replace the rotting side shingles with new red cedar ones treated 
with tinted bleaching oil, replace the roof with new asphalt shingles, add ridge caps, create 
matching doors and windows, abandon the old septic system and make a new connection to the 
Town sewer system. The handicap ramp will have a rise of 8 inches and be made of grey/blue 
tinted cement with a stone surround (rip wrap).  
 
Discussion 
From the public: Oliver Cope, architect, clarified the FEMA rules. 
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No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed.  
 
2. Drummond Bell, 72 Willow Street, Southport, CT 06890 
a) install new chimney caps 
b) new generator  
 
The presentation was given by Linda Batchelder, architect.  The house was built in 1790, 
remodeled in 1850 and again in 1913.  She presented a copy of a letter written in 1968 by Mrs. 
Adams that stated that the present chimney caps date back to 1934.  The present owner wants to 
eliminate the amount of moisture within the chimneys that causes mold.  The new caps will be 
functional and not show or alter the outward appearance of the chimneys.                                                               
The proposed new generator has been approved by the ZBA.  It will be located next to two 
condenser units.    
 
No discussion. 
From the public:  
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed.  
 
3. Mathew Goldsmith and Cheryl Guibone, 715 Pequot Avenue, Southport, CT 06890 
a) new paving 
 
The application was introduced by William Fitzpatrick, attorney, and presented by Jack Franzen. 
The home owner wishes to pave the utility driveway on the Westway Road side of the house.  
Mr. Fitzpatrick summed up the presentation and read a letter dated August 2012 from the 
contractor stating that the driveway had been formerly paved with asphalt as paving was found 
under the existing gravel. 
 
No discussion. 
From the public:  
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed. 
 
4. George E. and Elizabeth R. Clark, 179 Main Street, Southport, CT 06890 
a) new walkways 
b) new patios 
c) new walls  
e) new steps 
f) new wood fence and gate 
g) repair and reconfigure front wall, rail and steps 
h) repair and reconfigure front stoop and metal rails 
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The presentation was made by Sylvia Erskine, landscape architect and by Jack Franzen, 
architect.  The new proposal for the raised side patio walkways will be a cross shape with a 
circular center.  It will be a combination of granite and bluestone.   
The back of the property slopes down toward the house so there will be both 18’ and 30’ 
fieldstone retaining walls with plantings to soften the stone areas.   
In the front of the house the stone retaining wall is in poor shape because it is 12’ to 18’ higher 
than the grade behind therefore compressing it.  The proposal is to rebuild it to a lower height 
with pointing and to repair and replace the low iron railing on top of the wall.  
The front stoop now faces sideways to the front door.  The proposal is to turn the stoop forward 
with steps leading up to it with the repaired iron railings on each side.   
The driveway will have room for two parking places with blue stone curbing.  There is a 6 foot 
rise from the beginning of the driveway up to the garage.  There will be fieldstone steps from the 
driveway to the side entrance.   
The walkways in front will be randomly-placed stepping stones. 
 
No discussion. 
From the public:  
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed. 
 
5. 910 Harbor Investors, LLC, for property located at 920 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 
06890 
a) revise retaining wall on the north side 
b) new garden fence and gates 
c) new pergola  
 
The presentation was made by Oliver Cope, architect with the assistance of  D. J. Noyes, 
landscape architect.  The original topographical map of the property differs from what now exists 
which is 2’6” higher.  Therefore they need to add a 66 foot-long retaining wall 31/2 feet high on 
the north side of the driveway.   
To the side of the house on Harbor Road will be wood picket fencing that goes into black vinyl 
coated chain link fencing implanted in shrubbery 4½ feet high enclosing the pool.  The hardware 
will be custom-made bronze.  
The pergola facing the pool will be created of a black coated metal framework slightly arched on 
top with a stone paved floor. The pergola terrace has been reduced 45 sq. feet and the bump 
removed.   
The pool has been reduced from 18’ x 40’ to 17’ x 38’.  
In the front garden the fountain has been moved for the south side to the center.  It will be a 
round fountain flush with the grass.   
 
No discussion. 
From the public:  
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed. 
 
6. First Church Congregational, 600 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
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a) remove 3 lancet Tiffany window (easterly side) 
b) enlarge 3 lancet Tiffany window 
c) relocate 3 lancet Tiffany window to existing wood frames (westerly side) 
d) remove center 3 lancet window (westerly side) 
e) resize and restore 3 center lancets 
f) relocate 3 center lancets to existing wood frames (easterly side) 
g) remove Lexan glazing (easterly and westerly sides) 
h) new laminated glass in existing aluminum frames  (easterly side) 
i) new laminated glass in new matching aluminum frames (westerly side) 
 
The application was introduced by William Fitzpatrick, attorney, who turned it over to Julie L. 
Sloan, consultant in stained glass.  The application was originally approved on January 21, 2010.  
There has been a lapse in time, more than a year, due to lack of funding, so they are re-presenting 
the application now for approval.  Ms. Sloan gave a succinct presentation.  The church was 
designed in 1881 by J.Cody and the Tiffany stained glass windows installed shortly thereafter.  
In 1981 lexion plastic protective glazing in aluminum framing was placed over the windows.  
This will be removed and 3/8” thick glass with a plastic inner skin will protect the windows.  In 
the three larger south lancets where the windows will be placed, there will be 20’’ of new stained 
glass at the bottom of each one and 4” on either side in each lancet.  William Fitzpatrick gave the 
summation. 
 
No discussion. 
From the public:  
Linda Batchelder spoke in favor of the application stating that the vibrations from the organ were 
not good for the fragile Tiffany windows. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed. 
 
Recess 
 
DECISIONS 
Consideration of Public Hearings 1-6 above 
 
3. Mathew Goldsmith and Cheryl Guibone, 715 Pequot Avenue, Southport, CT 06890 
a) new paving 
  
Dr. Backe made a motion to approve as presented.  Mr. Klyver seconded the motion.  Voting in 
favor of the motion: Dr. Backe, Mr. Petron, Mr. Dailey, Mr. Klyver and Mrs. Gould.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
2. Drummond Bell, 72 Willow Street, Southport, CT 06890 
a) install new chimney caps 
b) new generator  
 
Dr. Backe made a motion to approve as presented. Mr. Petron seconded the motion.  Voting to 
deny the motion was unanimous.  
Dr. Backe made a motion to approve as presented with the amendment that there be evergreen 
planting in front of the generator.  Mr. Petron seconded the motion.  Voting in favor of the 
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motion: Dr. Backe, Mr. Petron, Mr. Dailey, Mr. Klyver and Mrs. Gould.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
4. George E. and Elizabeth R. Clark, 179 Main Street, Southport, CT 06890 
a) new walkways 
b) new patios 
c) new walls  
e) new steps 
f) new wood fence and gate 
g) repair and reconfigure front wall, rail and steps 
h) repair and reconfigure front stoop and metal rails 
 
Mr. Klyver made a motion to approve as presented.  Mr. Petron seconded the motion.  Voting in 
favor of the motion: Mr. Petron and Mr. Klyver.  Votiong against the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. 
Dailey and Dr. Backe. Motion denied 3 to 2. 
Dr. Backe made a motion to approve as presented, but to deny without prejudice the front 
stepping stones and side wooden gate.  Voting in favor of the motion: Dr. Backe, Mr. Petron, Mr. 
Dailey and Mrs. Gould.  Voting against the motion: Mr. Klyver.  Motion carried 4 to 1. 
 
5. 910 Harbor Investors, LLC, for property located at 920 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 
06890 
a) revise retaining wall on the north side 
b) new garden fence and gates 
c) new pergola  
 
Mr. Klyver made a motion to approve as presented.  Dr. Backe seconded the motion.  Voting in 
favor of the motion: Mr. Klyver, Dr. Backe, Mr. Petron, Mr. Dailey and Mrs.  Gould.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
6. First Church Congregational, 600 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 
a) remove 3 lancet Tiffany window (easterly side) 
b) enlarge 3 lancet Tiffany window 
c) relocate 3 lancet Tiffany window to existing wood frames (westerly side) 
d) remove center 3 lancet window (westerly side) 
e) resize and restore 3 center lancets 
f) relocate 3 center lancets to existing wood frames (easterly side) 
g) remove Lexan glazing (easterly and westerly sides) 
h) new laminated glass in existing aluminum frames  (easterly side) 
i) new laminated glass in new matching aluminum frames (westerly side) 
 
Mr. Petron made a motion to approve as presented with the stipulation that the plywood behind 
the organ backing the stained glass be painted black on the east facing side.  Mr.  Klyver 
seconded the motion.  Voting in favor of the motion: Mr. Klyver, Dr. Backe, Mr.  Petron, Mr. 
Dailey and Mrs. Gould.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
1. Town of Fairfield for property located at 985 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890 
a) new H.C. toilet 
b) new H.C. ramp 
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c) new siding 
d) new roofing 
e) new connection to sanitary sewer system 
 
Dr. Backe made a motion to deny without prejudice.  Mr. Klyver seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor of the motion: Mr. Klyver, Dr. Backe, Mr. Petron, Mr. Dailey and Mrs.  Gould.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF DRAFT MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING OF 08.09.12  
 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to accept as presented. Dr. Backe seconded the motion. Voting in 
favor of the motion: Mr. Dailey, Dr. Backe, and Mrs. Gould.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 
Repair Orders approved 
33 Main Street, Southport, CT 06890 (repair deteriorated and damaged shingles) 
139 Main Street, Southport, CT 06890 (repair and rebuild porch columns) 
51 Spruce Street, Southport 06890 (repair and rebuild rear deck) 
 
Violations 
12 feet of old iron fence lying on the ground in front of play ground at Greenfield Hill Church.  It 
needs to be set upright and properly stabilized in the ground. 
 
New Business  
Discussion of date of Show Cause hearings for 1050 Old Academy Road and for 53 Spruce 
Street.  They will be held at the regular monthly meeting October 11, 2012. 
 
Old Business 
Mrs. Gould urged all the Commissioners to review the new handbook.  It now will incorporate 
all of the changes and clarifications of the last few years including the addition of a listing of all 
of the historic properties in Fairfield, not in the historic districts.  Approval of the updated 
handbook will take place in January 2013. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to adjourn at 7:24 p.m.  Dr. Backe seconded.  Meeting adjourned.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Madeleine Mackenzie 
For the Commission 
 
 


