
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn. 
FAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

August 9, 2012 
 
The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, August 9, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Second Floor Conference Room of Old Town Hall, Old Post Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen News on August 1, 
2012. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES: 
Present: Commissioners Ellen Gould, Henry Backe and Margaret Kufferman.  
Alternate: Thomas Dailey. 
Absent: Commissioners Timothy Smith and Peter Petron.  
Alternate: Adam Klyver 
All present will be voting on all applications. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mrs. Gould, Chairman called the meeting to order at 4:33 p.m. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Consideration of Public Hearing continued from July 11, 2012 
 
Thomas K. and Taylor A. Purdy, 105 Meeting House Lane, Fairfield 

a) new curbing 

MOTION: Mr. Dailey made a motion to deny the application. 
Second by Mrs. Kufferman. 
Discussion: Mr. Dailey and Mrs. Kufferman both stated that the extra time for the consideration 
of the application was very helpful.  Mr. Dailey stated that it reinforced his idea that the curbing 
detracts from the historical quality of the neighborhood.  Mrs. Kufferman stated that she revisited 
the site and believed that this particular street is a very unique rural setting and that that curbing 
would not be in keeping with the historic character of the street neighborhood.  She also stated 
that the curbing on the adjacent property acts as a stone retaining wall and was probably set in 
place there for topographical reasons unique to that property.  She added that there is no curbing 
anywhere else on Meeting House Lane, nor on the church property on the other side of Meeting 
House Lane.  Dr. Backe expressed his disagreement with Mr. Dailey and Mrs. Kufferman.  He 
stated that he also visited the site several times and felt that there is a formal presence at the top 
of the hill and that he disagrees that the curbing is historically inappropriate.  Mrs. Gould stated 
that she feels that this area is totally unique and that the proposed curbing would change the 
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character of the neighborhood.  She feels that this street is more of a country lane and curbing is 
present on streets that are more traveled.  
 
Dr. Backe stated for the record that that the majority of Old Academy Road is curbed on both 
sides.  Mrs. Kufferman stated that most ALL of Meeting House Lane is not curbed with the 
exception of the one area where there is a slope for the curbing to retain.  Mr. Dailey stated that 
Old Academy Road is the main route between Hillside and Redding Roads and so perhaps 
curbing was needed there for traffic reasons.   It was also mentioned that the green area across 
from the front of the church, which has curbing, is municipal property and that perhaps that is the 
reason the curbing is there. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mrs. Kufferman and Mr. Dailey. 
Voting against the motion: Dr. Backe. 
Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearings 
 
1.  George E. and Elizabeth R. Clark, 179 Main Street, Southport 
         a)  change windows 

         b)  new roof vent 

c)  change driveway 

d)  new walkways 

e)  new patios 

f) new walls 

g) new steps 

Jack Franzen, architect, presented the application.  He stated that the commission previously 
approved one window on the shed on the south side.  He was now requesting that two windows 
different from the original one be approved.  He also requested a change in the windows 
approved for the south side shed dormer and the north side.  He also presented drawings of the 
requested aluminum vent for a hood in the kitchen area.  

Geoffrey Middeleer, landscape architect, presented drawings and described the changes proposed 
for the driveway, patio, walls and steps.  He stated that the walls would be made of fieldstone 
with no cap.  Bluestone would be used for driveway edging and the patio.  He gave the 
approximate heights of the proposed walls and stated that very little of the patio would be visible 
from a public way.  

No one spoke in favor of the application. 

No one spoke against the application. 

 
 
2. Philip C. and Patricia B. King, 211 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) new loft door 
 

David Parker, architect, presented the application.  He stated that the door was on the outbuilding 
and the application was presented last month.  At that time it was felt that the proposed door was 
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too large.  At this time, the size of the door has been scaled down to 4’ x 3’4”.  It would contain 
one pane of glass and a hoist beam would be installed.  He also stated that last month approval 
was granted to remove a small square window, but at this time he was requesting that the 
window be left in its current location.   
Jack Franzen, architect, spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
3.   John and Patrice Callies, 140 Rose Hill Road, Southport 
 

a) change driveway 
b) new retaining wall 
 
The application was presented by Jack Franzen, architect.  He presented a site plan and 
stated that a repair order had been approved to remove existing Belgian block.  He stated 
that the wall would be necessary to hold back the dirt loosened by the removal of the 
Belgian block and that the same type of stone would be used that is around the existing 
garden.  The wall would be between 7” and 20” in height. 
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 

 
DECISIONS: 
 
1. George E. and Elizabeth R. Clark, 179 Main Street, Southport 

a) change windows 

b) new roof vent 

c) change driveway 

d) new walkways 

e) new patios 

f) new walls 

g) new steps 
 

MOTION: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve (a) with the stipulation that the windows 
be reduced in height by four inches on both sides and approve (b) as presented.   
Second by Dr. Backe.  
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mrs. Kufferman and Mr. Dailey. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
MOTION: Mr. Dailey made a motion to deny (c), (d), (e), (f) and (g) without prejudice 
Second by Mrs. Gould. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mrs. Kufferman and Mr. Dailey. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
2. Philip C. and Patricia B. King, 211 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) new loft door 
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MOTION: Dr. Backe made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that 
the original wood be used for the loft door, the scallops be kept to match the level of the 
existing scallops and the hoist beam not be installed.  

Second by Mrs. Kufferman. 

Dr. Backe amended the motion to include the stipulation that non-reflective glass be used. 

Second by Mrs. Kufferman. 

Mr. Dailey objected to the proposed hoist beam since there is absolutely no evidence one 
has ever existed on this building.  He stated his opposition to Dr. Backe’s motion since it 
allowed a large portion of the side of the building to be removed to accommodate a 
window that is not required for the adaptive re-use proposed.          

Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe and Mrs. Kufferman.  

Voting against the motion: Mr. Dailey. Motion carried.  
 
3. John and Patrice Callies, 140 Rose Hill Road, Southport 

a) change driveway 

b) new retaining wall 

MOTION: Dr. Backe made a motion to approve the application as presented. 
Second by Mrs. Kufferman. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Dr. Backe, Mrs. Kufferman and Mr. Dailey. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 7-12-2012  
 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Dr. Backe.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
REPAIRS: 
 53 Spruce Street, Southport (replace existing fence with same) 
140 Rose Hill Road, Southport (repair and replace asphalt driveway and remove Belgian block) 
1050 Old Academy Road, Fairfield (repair and replace picket fence) 
105 Meeting House Lane, Fairfield (rebuild rotted outbuilding and addition) 
575 Harbor Road, Southport (repair and replace cedar fence and gate) 
 
VIOLATIONS: 
None  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Ellen stated that she has been working on the handbook and the work meeting on Thursday, 
August 16th  would be held to review it. 
 
Adjourn 
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Dr. Backe made a motion to adjourn at 6:15 p.m. Second by Margaret Browning. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathy Polifka 
Recording Secretary 
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