
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn. 
FAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
August 11, 2011 

 
The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, August 11, 2011 at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Second Floor Conference Room of Old Town Hall, Old Post Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen News on August 3, 
2011. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES: 
Present: Commissioners Ellen Gould, Timothy Smith and Peter Petron.  
Alternates Adam Klyver and Thomas Dailey. 
Absent: Commissioners Henry Backe and Margaret Browning. 
All present will be voting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mrs. Gould, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
1. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 661 Old Post Road, Fairfield 

a) new walkway 

b) new brick wall 

Charles Rudy, chief lay officer of the parish, presented the application. He presented a plot plan 
showing the location of the proposed walkway and brick wall. He submitted photos and plans of 
the proposed work and its location. He stated that Oliver’s Nursery would be doing the 
landscaping plan. He stated that the location where the walkway would be installed is currently 
dirt and grass. The wall would be brick on both sides with a cinderblock center.  
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
2. Laura Santelli and George Derosiers, 261 Old Post Road, Fairfield 

a) revise driveway 

b) revise driveway apron 

c) new curbing 

Mr. Petron recused himself and left the room. 
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Laura Santelli, homeowner, presented the application. She stated that the driveway is cracked 
and full of weeds. They would like to use crushed multi-colored stone and oil for the driveway 
with bluestone edging. The apron would be oil and stone.  

No one spoke in favor of the application. 

No one spoke against the application. 

 
 
3. Marc L. and Michele M. Flaster, 911 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) Revise previously approved dock 
 

The application was presented by Luis, an architect from David Scott Parker Architects. Stan 
Burroughs, marine contractor and the person who built the dock was also present. The architect 
stated that the dock was not built exactly as approved due to changes in the code from the time of 
approval and the time that the dock was built. He presented photos and drawings of the dock as it 
was built. The change in code made it necessary to space the guardrails approximately 4 feet 
apart instead of the approved 6 feet. He stated that it was an oversight on his firm’s part not to 
return to the commission for approval of the new design. He stated that the dock that was built 
was more decorative since his firm tried to match the detailing on the house.    
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application.  
 
4.   Spencer and Dana Weneck, 1199 Hillside Road, Fairfield 
 

a) new driveway 
b) new walkways 

 
Mrs. Gould recused herself and left the room. Mr. Klyver took over as chairman.  The 
application was presented by Spencer Weneck, homeowner. The work has already been 
completed. He stated that he had been told previously by the commission that he needed 
approval from the Conservation department in order to proceed with work to the driveway. He 
stated that he did not realize that he would also need approval from the HDC. He received 
approval from Conservation and proceeded with the work. He excavated the sediment build-up 
and topped the driveway with Connecticut crushed stone. The work was completed last fall. He 
stated that he repaired the existing walkways and due to the roots of a 100 year old maple tree, he 
was unable to reinstall the existing bluestone. He added native Connecticut crushed stone framed 
with metal edging. For the record, Mr. Dailey submitted  2007 aerial photographs of the site 
obtained from the Conservation staff showing a significantly narrower walkway in the front of 
the house.   
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
5.   J. Maxwell and Berkeley B. Soper, 1074 Harbor Road, Southport 
        

a) seven changes to East elevation 
b) seven changes to South elevation 
c) five changes to North elevation 
d) five changes to West elevation 
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To review all changes, the detailed list and the plans are available at Pequot Library, and 
Fairfield Building Department. The detailed list is also available at the office of the Town Clerk 
and on line at the Town website: www.fairfield.org. 
 
The application was presented by Max Soper, homeowner. 
       
Prior to the presentation, Mr. Dailey stated for the record that he had once opposed a zoning 
variance request on another piece of property owned by Mr. Soper, and consequently he had 
contacted Richard Saxl, town attorney, as to whether he should recuse himself from this 
application.  Mr. Dailey further stated that he had no bias with respect to Mr. Soper or this 
application and that he felt able to judge the application fairly.  Attorney Saxl had advised Mr. 
Dailey that under the circumstances recusal was not required but that Mr. Dailey should offer to 
recuse himself if Mr. Soper wanted him to do so.  Mr. Soper had declined Mr. Dailey’s offer. 
       
Mr. Soper stated that the drawings for this project were done by Jim Thompson, architect.  Mr. 
Soper described the work that was being requested on the East elevation. (1) Replace wood roof 
on entrance. (2) Replace railing with Azek (plastic). (3) Remove platform and re-frame hip roof 
to match north side. (4) Repair windowsill rot. (5) Draw back porch overhang 8 to 12 inches. (6) 
Replace rotting wood and masonry on front with brick to match existing brick on house. (7) 
Repair windowsills. He described the work to be done on the south elevation which included 
replace railings, new roof, replace existing rubber roof with copper, install shutters, re-do roof 
line and add Tuscan column. Work to be done on the north elevation included adding five sets of 
shutters to replace shutters that had previously been on the house. Work proposed on the west 
elevation included a standing seam copper roof and shutters. Mr. Soper stated that the proposed 
material for the shutters, railings and Tuscan column would be Azek.  
       
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
       
No one spoke against the application.  
 
     Proposed additions and changes to HDC Handbook 
 

1. Add “C. Cameron Clark” under the “ARCH/Builder heading across from the “rem 1921”  
listing for 745 Old Academy Road on p.28 

2. Add as new para 3 in Greenfield Hill Historic District text on p.25 of HB 
      “ The most important nineteenth century structure in the historic district is 745 Old Academy 
         Road, which was built c.1850 and remodeled in 1921 by renowned Fairfield architect C. 
         Cameron Clark for John Taylor Arms, an historically important Fairfielder who was one of 
         the world’s leading etchers of the 20th century. There have been exhibits devoted to Arms  
         locally, in New York, and at the National Gallery of Art in Washington D.C. The structure  
         that served as the studio used by Arms from the 1920’s until his death in the 1950’s has 
         been removed from the 745 Old Academy Road property and is now part of the structure at 
         1170 Hillside Road. Despite being moved to a nearby location, this studio remains an 
         important part of the architectural and artistic legacy of John Taylor Arms in the Greenfield 
         Hill historic district.” 
 
The application was read by Mr. Klyver. 
          
Spencer Weneck spoke in favor of the application. 
          

http://www.fairfield.org/
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No one spoke against the application. 
 
DECISIONS: 
 
1. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 661 Old Post Road, Fairfield 

a) new walkway 

b) new brick wall 
 

MOTION:  Mr. Petron made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that 
two members of the commission approve a mock-up of the brick wall, mortar for the wall 
and the color of the concrete. Second by Mr. Smith. Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. 
Gould, Mr. Smith, Mr. Petron, Mr. Klyver and Mr. Dailey. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
2. Laura Santelli and George Derosiers, 261 Old Post Road, Fairfield 

a) revise driveway 

b) revise driveway apron 

c) new curbing 

MOTION: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the application as presented. Second by 
Mr. Smith. Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Mr. Klyver and Mr. 
Dailey.  Recused: Mr. Petron. Motion carried. 

 
3. Marc L. and Michele M. Flaster, 911 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) Revise previously approved dock 

MOTION: Mr. Klyver made a motion to deny the application without prejudice. Second by 
Mrs. Gould. Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Mr. Petron, Mr. Klyver 
and Mr. Dailey. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

  4.   Spencer and Dana Weneck, 1199 Hillside Road, Fairfield 
         

a) New driveway 
b) new walkways 

 
         MOTION: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the driveway as presented and deny      
         the walkway without prejudice because it is inappropriate to the house. Second by Mr.  
         Petron. Voting in favor of the motion: Mr. Smith, Mr. Petron, Mr. Klyver and  
         Mr. Dailey. Recused: Mrs. Gould. Motion carried. 
        
5.   J. Maxwell and Berkeley B. Soper, 1074 Harbor Road, Southport 
 

a) seven changes to East elevation 
b) seven changes to South elevation 
c) five changes to North elevation 
d) five changes to West elevation 

 
MOTION: Mr. Petron made a motion to deny without prejudice the copper roof bay on the 

south elevation and the copper shed roof on the west elevation and to approve all other 
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respects of (a), (b), (c) and (d) as presented with the stipulation in accordance with the 
Fairfield Historic District Commission Handbook that wood and not man-made or 
artificial materials be used in all areas covered by the application. Second by Mr. Smith. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Mr. Petron, Mr. Klyver and Mr. 
Dailey. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
6. Proposed additions and changes to HDC Handbook 
 
MOTION: Mr. Smith made a motion to approve as presented with the change from “The 

most important 19th century structure” to “One of the most important 19th century 
structures”. Second by Mr. Petron. Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, 
Mr. Petron, Mr. Klyver and Mr. Dailey. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 5/12/11, 5/13/11, 5/19/11 AND 6/9/11, 7/14/11 
 
5/12/11 – Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Mr. Smith. 
Motion carried unanimously 
5/13/11 – Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Mr. Smith. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
5/19/11 – Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Mr. Petron. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
6/09/11 – Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Mr. Smith. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
7/14/11 – Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Second by Mr. Smith. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 
Repair Orders 

986 Old Academy Road, Fairfield (patch eight foot section of eave) 
715 Pequot Avenue, Southport (replace rotted doors and windows with same) 
892 Harbor Road, Southport (replace rotted wood trim with same) 

 
       Violations 

 Beach Road opposite exit driveway at rear of Old Town Hall – New arbor built without 
Certificate of Appropriateness. 

         
         
Old Business 
          None 
 
       New Business 
          None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
A motion was made by Mr. Dailey to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. Second by Mr. Smith. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathy Polifka 
Recording Secretary 
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