
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn. 
FAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING APPROVED MINUTES 
 

October 21, 2010 
 
The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, October 21, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Basement Conference Room of Sullivan Independence Hall, Old Post Road, Fairfield, 
Connecticut. 
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen on October 13, 2010. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES: 
Present: Commissioners Ellen Gould, Henry Backe and Tim Smith. Alternates Adam Klyver 
and Thomas Dailey. 
Absent: Commissioner Margaret Browning 
Alternate sequence: All members present will be voting on the application. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Ellen Gould, Chairman called the meeting to order at 4:45 p.m. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
1. Pequot Library Association, 720 Pequot Avenue, Southport 

a) Remove northerly addition 

b) Construct new addition 

c) Revise existing parking areas 

d) New parking areas 

e) Modify access drive 

f) Widen enter and relocate stone pillars 

g) New site lighting 

h) Remove storage shed 

John Fallon, attorney for the Pequot Library spoke. He introduced Dan Snydacker, library 
director, Alex Lamis and Tom Lewis, architects with Robert A.M. Stern Architects, and John 
Cerruzzi and Jack Franzen, members of the library building committee.  He gave a brief history 
of Pequot Library and explained the need for additional space.  He stated that approval from all 
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other commissions had been received.  He also stated that on site parking would be increased 
from 35 to 73 spaces. 
 
Alex Lamis made a power point presentation.  He showed views of the library as it appeared 
when it was built and also each elevation with the proposed addition and changes. He stated that 
the project goals were to have a larger, more usable children’s department, to have a new center 
for the special collections that is currently being stored off site, to have a high-tech community 
classroom, to have an enhanced book sale facility, improve the staff workspace and increase the 
on-site parking.  He presented views of the new addition, the increased parking and the location 
of the new site lighting.  He presented a sample of the type of brick that would be used on the 
addition.  He also provided details about the different types of granite to be used and an example 
of the proposed lighting poles and sconces.  
 
The commissioners voiced their concerns regarding the increased parking spaces and the new 
site lighting.  There would no longer be a buffer between the parking at the rear of the property 
and the railroad tracks.  They also voiced concerns regarding the new East entry.  It was felt that 
the scale of the arch was out of proportion to the rest of the details on the building.  Dr. Backe 
questioned the roof line on the children’s library and noticed a discrepancy between the drawings 
and plans.  He was told that it was octagonal in shape. 
 
John Fallon stated that any decrease in the number of on site parking spaces would require a new  
Planning and Zoning public hearing.  He also stated that it is his understanding that the lighting 
is the bare minimum required based on input from the town. 
 
Rev. Jeffrey P. von Arx S.J., president of Fairfield University spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
John Fallon stated that there would be some flexibility in the lighting but there could be no 
reduction in the number of parking spaces.  
 
Dan Snydacker stated that there would be a single tent over the parking area for the book sale. 
 
Hearing closed at 7:10 p.m. 
 
After a lengthy discussion the following motions were made: 
Adam Klyver made a motion to deny (g) without prejudice.  Second by Henry Backe. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Henry Backe made a motion to approve (a), (d), (e), (f) and (h) as presented.  Second by Adam 
Klyver. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Henry Backe made a motion to approve (c) with the stipulation that the hedge shown on the 
proposed site plan be extended at a 90 degree angle north to the walkway on the west side. 
Second by Adam Klyver.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adam Klyver made a motion to approve (b) with the stipulation that drawings represent the 
presentation and that the new entry be revised and new drawings be submitted for approval by 
the commission at a public hearing.  Second by Thomas Dailey. Motion carried unanimously.  
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Approve minutes 9-16-10 
   Thomas Dailey made several grammatical corrections and stated that the end of the 3rd line on 
page 2 be removed.  
    Thomas Dailey made a motion to approve the corrected minutes. Second by Tim Smith. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
REPAIRS 
163 Harbor Road, Southport ) replace rotted wood, 3 deck posts, rotted gate, soffit and fascia 
 
Thomas Dailey made a motion to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Second by Henry Backe. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathy Polifka 
Recording Secretary 
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