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Approved Minutes  
November 18, 2010 

 
 

The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, November 18, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in the 
second floor Conference Room, Old Town Hall, Fairfield, CT 06824  
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen on November 10, 2010. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES 
Present: Ellen Gould, Timothy Smith, Margaret Browning, Commissioners, and Thomas Dailey, Adam Klyver, 
Alternates  
Alternate sequence: Adam Klyver, Thomas Dailey 
Henry Backe, Commissioner, arrived at 5:45 pm. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Ellen Gould, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 4:37 pm. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS
 
1. Kathleen Flynn, 1220 Hillside Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

a) remove previously approved door, steps and walkway 
 
Commissioners Gould and Browning recused themselves.  The application was presented by Kathleen Flynn.   
No discussion. 
From the public: No one spoke. 
Hearing closed. 
 
2. Southport Conservancy/Eagle Hill School, 214 Main Street, Southport, CT 06890 
 a) revise front steps 

 
The application was presented by Hugh Smith, President, Southport Conservancy and Mario Fiallo, 
representing Eagle Hill School.  The school wants to update the front stoop and the existing 3 front cement 
steps.  The landing is already granite, but it is cracked and needs to be replaced.  All replacement granite is to be 
the same granite color already on school building. 
Discussion followed: 
Mrs. Gould commented that the brick color of the school is unique to that building. 
From the public: Jack Franzen spoke in favor of the application. 
Hearing closed. 
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3. Joan Frost, 1000 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890

a) revise previously approved door. 
 
Commissioner Backe is recused from this application.  The application was presented by Jack Franzen.  The 
proposal is to have a door with 12 divided lights instead of 15 in order to match the window panes to the right 
side of the open porch. 
Discussion: No comments from the Commissioners 
From the public: Hearing closed. 
 
 
4. Fairfield Museum and History Center, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

a) new signage (proposed signage location will be available for public view on the Town Green 
on November 16-17) 
 

The application was presented by Mike Jehle, Director of the Fairfield Museum and History Center.  He had a 
mock up of one of the signs and samples of the material for the posts.  He explained the new signage and 
proposed locations on the Old Town Green.  The signs will be aids for walking tours, be information for the 
public and those walking about on their own.  The intent is to visually connect the information to the historic 
site without blocking the view for those wishing to take photos.               
Discussion followed. 
Ms. Browning commented that signs should be moved from positions blocking the front of the Old 
Academy.  Mr. Dailey agreed and voiced concern specifically about the sign (as shown in the mock up) 
proposed to be near the former pond site, stating that the last natural part on the historic green should not 
be intruded upon by signage.  Mr. Jehle noted that the signs must be 32” off the ground to comply with 
the national guidelines.  It was noted that there will be 9 signs plus a duplicate one for both the front and 
back of the Burr Mansion.  Also noted the last signs installed were bronze in 1939. 
 
From the public: No one spoke. 
Hearing closed. 
 
 
5. Carla Muro, 14 Willow Street, Southport, CT 06890 
 a) new porch columns 
No one appeared to present the application. 
 
 
6. Carla and Gerard Muro, 14 Willow Street, Southport, CT 06890 

a) remove bulkhead and existing porch 
b) new addition 
c) remove patio 
d) new patio and walks 
e) change windows 
f) new blinds 
g) new chimney 
h) remove stockade fence 

Commissioner Backe is recused from this application. The application was presented by Jack Franzen 
who stated that the 1830 Greek Revival house sits on the corner of Willow and Westway.  Proposed was 
to move and separate the old mulled windows on the west facing elevation and put them on the Willow 
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Street side of the house and put a new window on the side.  Also proposed was to build a small chimney 
on the Westway side in the kitchen addition. 
Discussion followed: 
Mr. Klyver questioned having a new exposed chimney on the side of the kitchen rising above its flat 
roof, stating that it would have to be built interiorly to avoid a waiver from the Town.  Mr. Dailey was 
concerned that the proposed chimney was inappropriate given the design of the historic house.  Mrs. 
Gould stated that the chimney would be very close to Westway. 
From the public: No one spoke. 
Hearing closed. 
 
 
7. Henry and Tara Backe, 388 Old Post Road. Fairfield, CT 06824 

a) new garage 
b) new terrace walls, steps, stoop 
c) new driveway 
d) new mudroom addition 

  
Commissioner Backe is recused from this application.  The application was presented by Jack Franzen 
who stated that the Roman classical revival house was designed by Zaroli who also was the architect for 
the Ludlow auditorium and who designed many government buildings in Connecticut and Worcester, 
Massachusetts. It was unusual to build a house in brick in Fairfield at that time.  The Backes have been 
considering changes to the house for over 7 years.  Prior alterations were done in 1955 moving the front 
door facing the Post Road to the driveway side.   
There are 2 existing problems to the driveway.  It is very narrow and the grade dips abruptly toward the 
back of the house making parking difficult.  It is proposed to build a new driveway with a “pull off” for 
parking, to add a one story flush board mud room that will extend beyond the side of the house with two 
columns in keeping with the existing ones facing the Post Road.  The roof and gutters will be copper.  In 
the back a new 2 bay attached garage will be built having a 3-foot balustrade with a terrace above.  The 
new front stoop, steps and terrace will be of native stone. 
Discussion followed: 
Mr. Smith asked about the driveway. It is to be paved with oil and native stone with a steel edging.  Mr. 
Klyver commented on how the moving of the front door had changed the appearance of the house on 
two sides.  Mrs. Gould suggested changing the proposed small windows for the mudroom to match the 
one to the side of the front door for continuity. 
From the public: James Miller, 460 Old Post Road, the Backes’ next door neighbor, spoke with great 
enthusiasm in favor of the project. 
No one spoke against the application. 
Hearing closed. 
 
 
DECISIONS 
 
1. Kathleen Flynn, 1220 Hillside Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

a) remove previously approved door, steps and walkway 
 
Motion: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve as presented. Motion seconded by Mr. Smith.  Voting in 
favor of the motion: Mr. Smith, Mr. Dailey, Mr. Klyver.   Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
2. Southport Conservancy/Eagle Hill School, 214 Main Street, Southport, CT 06890 
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 a) revise front steps 
 
Motion: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve as presented. Motion seconded by Ms. Browning. Voting 
in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Margaret Browning, Mr. Dailey, Mr. Klyver. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
3. Joan Frost, 1000 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890 
 a) revise previously approved door. 
 
Motion: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve as presented. Motion seconded by Mr. Klyver.  Voting in 
favor of the motion: Mr. Dailey, Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
4. Fairfield Museum and History Center, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

a) new signage (proposed signage location will be available for public view on the Town Green 
on November 16-17) 
 

Motion: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve as presented with the stipulation that two (2) 
commissioners be present to approve the final placement of the signs on site. Motion seconded by Dr. 
Backe.  Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Dr. Backe, Mr. Dailey. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. Carla Muro, 14 Willow Street, Southport, CT 06890 
 a) new porch columns 
 
Motion: Mr. Smith made a motion to deny without prejudice the new porch columns. Motion seconded 
by Ms. Browning. Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
6. Carla Muro, 14 Willow Street, Southport, CT 06890 
 a) remove bulkhead and existing porch 
 b) new addition 
 c) remove patio 
 d) new patio and walks 
 e) change windows 
 f) new blinds 
 g) new chimney 
 h) remove stockade fence 
 
Motion: Items a,b,c,d,f, and h: Mr. Klyver made a motion to deny without prejudice items a,b,c,d,f, and 
h. Motion seconded by Ms. Browning.  Voting in favor of the motion: Mr. Dailey, Mrs. Gould, Mr. 
Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Item e: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve as presented. Motion seconded by Mr. Klyver.  

Voting in favor of the motion: Mr. Dailey, Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

Item g: Mr. Dailey made a motion to deny for reasons discussed. Motion seconded by Ellen 
Gould.  Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Ms. Browning, Mr. Dailey, Mr. Smith. Abstained: 
Mr. Klyver  Motion carried 4-0-1. 
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7. Henry and Tara Backe, 388 Old Post Road. Fairfield, CT 06824 
 a) new garage 
 b) new terrace walls, steps, stoop 
 c) new driveway 
 d) new mudroom addition 
 
Motion: Items a,b,c:  Ms. Browning made a motion to approve as presented.  Motion seconded by Mr. 
Smith. Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver, Mr. Dailey.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Item d: Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve as presented with the stipulation that 3 mudroom 
windows be changed to match the adjacent existing window on west elevation.  Motion seconded by Mr. 
Klyver.  Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver, Mr. Dailey.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
RECESS 
 
SHOW CAUSE HEARING 
1. Spencer C. and Dana M. Weneck, 1199 Hillside Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 

a) alleged violation: installation of a new roof using different material without HDC 
approval. Violation letter issued on July 23. 2010.   

Hearing moved to December 9, 2010 
 
APPROVAL OF DRAFT MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 
September 16, 2010 
October 14, 2010 
October 21, 2010 
 
Discussion: Mrs. Gould suggested that all three draft minutes be approved with correction of typos and 
misspellings discussed. 
 
September 16, 2010 Draft Minutes: 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve minutes as amended.  Ms. Browning seconded. Voting in favor of 
the motion: Mr. Smith, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver, Mr. Dailey.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
October 14, 2010 Draft Minutes: 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve minutes as amended. Mr. Klyver seconded. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Mr. Klyver, Mr. Dailey.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
October 21, 2010 Draft Minutes: 
Mr. Dailey made a motion to approve minutes as amended.  Dr. Backe seconded. 
Voting in favor of the motion: Mrs. Gould, Mr. Smith, Dr. Backe, Mr. Klyver, Mr. Dailey.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
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Repair Orders approved: 
 825 Harbor Road, Southport, CT 06890 (replace shingles where needed on south side) 
 148 Beach Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 (new copper leaders, collection box and brackets) 
 96 Willow Road, Southport, CT 06890 (replace rotted posts, soffit and fascia) 
 144 Westway Road, Southport, CT 06890 (replace asphalt roof, chimney & cap & missing 

aluminum gutters 
 
Violations:  
Issue Show Cause letter to Gravanis, 2829 Bronson Road, Fairfield, CT 06824 (parking pullout does 

not have engineering permit) 
New Business:  
Vote to remove violation of September 12, 2003, from 224 Old Post Road Fairfield, CT 06824 

(Belgian Block removed) 
Mrs. Gould recused herself from the vote.  Mr. Smith made a motion to approve removal of violation of 
May 20, 2010, from 224 Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT 06824.  Dr. Backe seconded.  Voting in favor of 
the motion: Mr. Smith, Dr. Backe, Ms. Browning, Mr. Klyver.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Discuss: annual letter from the Town Clerk reviewing rules and regulations. 
 
Announcement: New Commissioner, Peter Petron, will join Commission at December Meeting. 
 
Mrs. Gould received a letter today from George Russell, Chairman of the Sasquanaug Association. 
Dr. Backe made a motion to read the letter of November 16, 2010. Mr. Klyver seconded. 
Mr. Klyver read the letter into the record.  The letter generally concerned enforcement actions 
undertaken by the Commission and urged that all historic district property owners be treated equally and 
fairly in the applications of the Commission’s regulations.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Smith made a motion to adjourn at 7:20 p.m. Mr. Dailey seconded. Voting in favor of the motion: 

Mr. Smith, Dr. Backe, Ms. Browning, Mrs. Gould, Mr. Dailey 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Madeleine Mackenzie 
For the Commission 

 
 
 
 
 


