
 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

Town Hall — Fairfield, Conn. 
FAIRFIELD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 

October 14, 2010 
 
The Fairfield Historic District Commission met on Thursday, October 14, 2010 at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Second Floor Conference Room of Old Town Hall, Old Post Road, Fairfield, Connecticut. 
 
Legal notice of the Public Hearing was published in The Fairfield Citizen on October 06, 2010. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND DESIGNATION OF VOTING ALTERNATES: 
Present: Commissioners Ellen Gould and Tim Smith. Alternates Adam Klyver and Thomas 
Dailey. 
Absent: Commissioner Henry Backe and Margaret Browning 
Alternate sequence Dailey, Klyver 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Ellen Gould, chairman called the meeting to order at 4:38 p.m. 
All members present will be voting on the applications. Mrs. Gould will be recusing herself on 
applications #1 and #4. The remaining 3 commissioners must vote with an affirmative vote in 
order for the applications to receive approval. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
1. 207 Main Street LLC/William A. Douglass, 207 Main Street, Southport 

a) new chimney cap 

Mrs. Gould recused herself and left the room. Mr. Smith took over as chairman. 

Jack Franzen, architect, presented the application. He presented a photo of the large center 
chimney and explained that water has been coming in the chimney due to the extremely wet 
weather. He presented a drawing of the proposed solution to the problem. It showed 5 courses of 
brick approximately 12 inches high with a piece of bluestone on top. He explained that this was 
not intended to be decorative, but useful. He also presented photographs of chimneys in the area 
with similar caps. He stated that the previous application was denied without prejudice, but this 
was the most effective way to keep water out of the chimney. Mr. Dailey felt that the chimney 
was already very tall and this would add even more to its height.  

No one spoke in favor of the application. 
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No one spoke against the application 
 
2. Fairfield Museum and History Center, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield 

a) new signage 
 

The application was presented by Mike Jehle. He gave a brief history of the Town Green where 
the Museum and several other historic buildings are located. He stated that the Museum and 
History Center would like to install approximately 9 interpretive signs in different locations on 
the green. They will be made of high pressure laminate. He presented a sample to the 
commission. They will be mounted on metal stands. The signs could be mounted frameless or a 
frame could be wrapped around to create a metal edge to protect the signs. They would be at a 45 
degree angle and approximately 42 inches off the ground thus meeting the ADA requirements. 
He described the locations where theses signs would be placed. He stated that these signs would 
help visitors to learn more about the area.  He stated that he was not looking for approval at this 
point. He was just looking for feedback from the commission.  
Sharon Klammer of Southport asked several questions regarding the location and height of the 
signs. 
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
3. George and Mary Lou Colesworthy , 174 Old Post Road, Fairfield 

a) new edging 

 
The application was presented by George and Mary Lou Colesworthy, homeowners. They stated 
that they had installed a Belgian Block curtain around a tree. This was a gift from Mrs. 
Colesworthy’s son. Mr. Colesworthy gave a listing of houses that he believed currently have 
Belgian Block on the property. He stated that they do not want to use metal edging to replace the 
Belgian Block. 
Mr. Dailey stated that in some cases Belgian Block was installed prior to the commission 
adopting the current policy on the use of Belgian Block. This policy was adopted in the 1990s. 
 He also stated that other stones such as cobble are sometimes confused with Belgian Block.  Mr. 
Dailey also pointed out that several other historic district property owners had already removed 
unapproved Belgian Block and that the commission was trying to treat all property owners 
equally. Mrs. Gould stated that metal edging is appropriate.   
No one spoke in favor of the application.  
No one spoke against it.  
 
4. George and Elizabeth Martin, 160 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) new 2nd story addition 
Mrs. Gould recused herself and left the room. Mr. Smith took over as chairman. 
 
The application was presented by Edward Sandor, designer and construction contractor. He 
presented photographs of the existing house and drawings of the proposed addition. The addition 
will be built over an existing flat roof. The addition will consist of a bedroom, bathroom and 
study room. The windows will match the existing Marvin double hung windows.  
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Mr. Dailey felt that the massing was too great for this site and the lines of the historic structure 
would be lost. 
No one spoke in favor of the application 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
5.   Patricia Healing, 191 Main Street, Southport 

a) remove window 
b) replace window    

 
The application was presented by Amanda Price. She presented drawings of the existing house. 
She stated that the homeowner would like to remove the existing picture window and replace it 
with a window to match those in the rest of the house. She stated that the picture window is not 
original to the house. It would be replaced with a Marvin window.   
No one spoke in favor of the application. 
No one spoke against the application. 
 
RECESS: 
A short recess was taken from 6:15 until 6:21. 
 
 
DECISIONS: 
 
Consideration was given to those applicants still present 
 
1. George Kelly and Elizabeth Martin, 160 Harbor Road, Southport 

a) new 2nd story addition 
 

MOTION: Adam Klyver made a motion to approve the application as presented.  Second 
by Tim Smith. In favor of the application: Tim Smith, Adam Klyver and Thomas Dailey. 
Recused: Ellen Gould. Motion carried. 

 
2. Patricia Healing, 191 Main Street, Southport 

a) remove window 

b) replace window 

MOTION: Thomas Dailey made a motion to approve the application as presented. Second 
by Tim Smith. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
3. 207 Main Street LLC/William A. Douglass, 207 Main Street, Southport 

a) new chimney cap 

MOTION: Adam Klyver made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that 
the courses be lowered to 8 inches by reducing the number of bricks from 5 to 3. Second by 
Tim Smith. In favor of the motion: Tim Smith, Adam Klyver and Thomas Dailey. Recused: 
Ellen Gould. Motion carried.  

 
4. Fairfield Museum and History Center, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield 
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 a)   new signage 
        It was the consensus of the commission that Mr. Jehle was not looking for approval at this  
        time. The application was in the informational stage and he only wanted to know if the  
        concept met with the approval of the commission. 
        MOTION:  Tim Smith made a motion to deny the application without prejudice. Second by  
        Adam Klyver. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
5.   George and Mary Lou Coleswothy, 174 Old Post Road, Fairfield 
    
         a)   new edging 
Mrs. Gould stated that the policy considering the use of  the use of Belgian Block was adopted 
on November 14, 1996 
        MOTION:  Thomas Dailey made a motion to deny the application. Second by Tim Smith. 
        Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Show Cause Hearing Continued from September 16, 2010   
     
  1. Dante and Tracy Brittis, 212 Center Street, Southport 

a) alleged violation: failure to remove stone wall built without HDC approval. Application  
denied on May 13, 2010. Original violation letter issued on July 9, 2009. 

 
Mrs. Gould recused herself and left the room. Mr. Smith took over as chairman. 
Tracy Brittis, homeowner made the presentation. She presented slides showing the wall as it 
exists today. It is partially covered with vines. She realizes it is non compliant. It has too much 
mortar but she feels that it does not have a significant impact on the Southport Historic District. 
She showed photos of existing walls in Southport. She feels that there are 2 options to rectify the 
situation. The first would be to let the wall remain and let the vines grow to cover it. The second 
more expensive solution would be to remove the wall and let the vines cover the old chain link 
fence. She stated that a letter had been sent from Jack Franzen, architect, reiterating the feelings 
of former Historic District Commission chairman Bob Hatch that the wall does not have 
significant impact on the Southport Historic District. He stated that the stone wall does not 
compromise the historic integrity of the house. Adam Klyver, clerk, read the letter. 
No one spoke in favor of the Show Cause Hearing. 
No one spoke against the Show Cause Hearing. 
Mr. Smith felt that 1 solution to the violation would be to remove 1 course of stone to make the 
wall the same height as the original.  
Mr. Dailey stated that this hearing is not to reconsider the application submitted and considered 
by the commission in May 2010 but to determine if an ongoing violation exists and consider next 
steps.  He felt that any solution other than restoring the pre-existing condition would represent a 
change and would therefore require a Certificate of Appropriateness. He further stated that the 
legal standard of affecting the entire historic district that had been cited related only to 
applications for solar energy changes and was thus inapplicable in this case, and he then 
paraphrased the Connecticut statute governing Certificates of Appropriateness. Finally, he stated 
that this case did not seem to present a hardship as defined by the statute.  
Motion: Thomas Dailey made a motion to uphold the Show Cause Hearing and give the 
homeowners 90 days to resolve the violation after which a $100 per day fine will be imposed. On 
the 91st day, the violation will be recorded on the Fairfield land records. Second by Adam 
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Klyver. Voting in favor of the motion: Tim Smith, Adam Klyver and Thomas Dailey. Recused: 
Ellen Gould.  
Mrs. Brittis asked that the state Statute on hardship be put into the record. She stated that the 
commission has the discretion to look at each case separately and consider its merits. She stated 
that there is no record of the height of the wall or the amount of mortar that was in the original 
wall. She feels that it is an undue hardship to make them return to the commission again. 
The hearing was closed at 7:38 p.m. Mrs. Gould returned to the room. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Tim Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 12, 2010 meeting. Second by 
Thomas Dailey. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 
Repair Orders 

212 Center Street, Southport (replace recessed porch lights. Repair and repaint ceiling 
beadboard) 
363 Old Post Road, Fairfield (re-install previously existing windows in solarium) 
141 Willow Street, Southport (replace cedar roof with same) 
191 Main Street, Southport (replace rotted siding, north and south sides of house) 
892 Harbor Road, Southport (lift and reset stone walk) 
612 Pequot Avenue, Southport (replace shutters with same) 

Violations 
 1199 Hillside Road, Fairfield (Show cause letter and new Violation letter) There have been 
numerous projects done without any applications for repair or certificates of 
appropriateness.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
224 Old Post Road, Fairfield ( New letter for violation) The Belgian Block was removed  
from the town portion of the property but not the rest of the property. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
         None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  

A motion was made by Thomas Dailey to adjourn at 8:00. Second by Adam Klyver. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kathy Polifka 
Recording Secretary 
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