
 

TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES OF AUGUST 20, 2013 

 
A meeting of the Harbor Management Commission (HMC) was held on Tuesday August 20, 2013 at 4:30 
p.m. in the SECOND FLOOR Conference Room, the Honorable John J. Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 
Old Post Road, Fairfield, CT. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mary von Conta, Chairman; Nelson North; James Harman; Louis Schueler; 
Benjamin Baker; Norman Marsilius; Hugh Smith; John Zygmant,  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: none  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Geoff Steadman, HMC Consultant; Patrick Carroll, Harbor Master; Steve Klemenz, 
Country Club of Fairfield. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:31 p.m. by Chairman Von Conta. 
 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 16, 2013 MEETING:  
Nelson North moved and James Harman seconded a motion to approve the minutes of July 16, 2013, as 
written. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AUGUST 1, 2013 SPECIAL MEETING:  
Louis Schueler moved and John Zygmant seconded a motion to approve the minutes of August 1, 2013, as 
written. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
III. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Chairman von Conta reported the following correspondence: 
 
August 1, 2013: From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Robert Mayer, Finance Department, a check in the 
amount of $50.00, a mooring waiting list application fee. (Paolozzi III. No. 94). 
 
August 9, 2013: From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Robert Mayer, 2 checks totaling $200.00: $150.00 for 
a mooring permit and $50.00 for a mooring waiting list application fee (Donovan- No. 95). 
 
August 17, 2013: From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Robert Mayer a check for $200.00: mooring permit 
fee. 
 
August 1, 2013: From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Thomas F. Paolozzi III, 10 Dogwood Lane, Weston, 
CT 06883 acknowledging receipt of his 2013 mooring waiting list application and the filing fee of $50.00. 
(on the current list as # 94) 
 
August 7, 2013: From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Peter Donovan, 9 Gray Lane, Westport, CT 06880 
acknowledging receipt of his 2013 mooring waiting list application and the filing fee of $50.00. (on the 
current list as #95) 
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Early in August 2013: A copy of the agenda for the Shellfish Commission’s August 14, 2013 meeting. 
Attached were copies of minutes from July 10, 2013, July 18, 2013, and August 1, 2013 (a hard copy of 
the August 1, 2013 minutes is included in the correspondence folder. 
 
August 8, 2013: An e-mail from CT Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) 
Analyst, Tonia Selmeski, to M. von Conta, HMC, G. Steadman, HMC consultant and Devin Santa  of 
Roberge Associates Coastal Engineers (RACE) acknowledging receipt of the HMC’s Certificate of 
Permission (COP) application regarding the dredging of sand at the mouth of Southport Harbor. 
 
A set of letters which are relevant to the Exide proposal to remediate lead-contaminated sediment in the 
Mill River: 

July 16, 2013: From DEEP Bureau Chief Wingfield to Fairfield First Selectman Tetreau 
acknowledging that the DEEP concurs with the “Understandings” submitted to the DEEP by the 
HMC. 
 
July 16, 2013: From DEEP Bureau Chief Wingfield to First Selectman Tetreau regarding the CT 
Department of Transportation ConnDOT storm drains which are of interest to the Town. 
 
July 25, 2013: From DEEP Bureau Chief Wingfield to First Selectman Tetreau confirming the 
DEEP’s final position on the ConnDOT drains, and in particular, the railroad drain. 
 
July 26, 3013: From Patrick Bowe, Director of the DEEP Remediation Division to First Selectman 
Tetreau again related to the ConnDOT drains and stating why no further investigation of these 
drains and the surrounding areas will be required by DEEP. 
 
August 9, 2013: From Patrick Bowe to First Selectman Tetreau regarding the issue of residual or 
continuing liability related to the ConnDOT drains. Mr. Bowe cited Connecticut General Statutes 
Section 22a-432 as well as sections of the DEEP-Exide Consent Order which clarify the matter of 
potential future liability. 
 
August 6, 2013: From Kathryn Braun, Attorney at Law representing FairPLAN to DEEP Hearing 
Officer Schain withdrawing FairPLAN’s petition for a public hearing and intervention into the 
pending public hearing on the Exide water discharge (NPDES) permit. 
 
July 31, 2013: From Kenneth Money of Exide to Sanford Wakeman, Chairman of the Fairfield 
Shellfish Commission, regarding Exide’s willingness to discuss mitigation measures should Exide 
be shown to have responsibility for closure of shellfish beds during the proposed remediation 
project. In addition, Mr. Money reiterated the promise he made to provide cultch for post-dredge 
placement in the dredged sections of Area IV in Southport Harbor. 
 
August 14, 2013: From Kenneth Money to First Selectman Tetreau: a thank you letter to Mr. 
Tetreau and “the town commissioners and town environmental and office staff for working 
collaboratively with Exide, the DEEP and FairPLAN over the past three months, to achieve 
consensus on the Mill River Remediation Project.” 
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III. OLD BUSINESS:  
 
1. Review of “Remedial Action Plan for Lead Impacted River Sediments/River Study Areas I-

V/The Former Exide Battery Facility Project/2160 Boston Post Road, Fairfield, CT, to 
determine and vote on the Remedial Action Plan’s Consistency with the Fairfield Harbor 
Management Plan 

 
The HMC reviewed the HMC’s draft Statement of Harbor Management Consistency point by point and 
agreed on several changes. Hugh Smith suggested language to be included in the letter of transmittal. 
 
James Harman moved and Nelson North seconded a motion to approve the Statement of Consistency and 
letter of transmittal as modified. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
2. Lower Wharf Report 

 
Chairman von Conta reported that she has received a breakdown of estimated costs for various portions of 
the project from Roberge Associates Coastal Engineers (RACE). The estimated cost of construction of the 
community sailing dock has increased significantly due to the presence of ledge where the pilings would 
need to be installed. 
 
Chairrman von Conta also reported that she has communicated with Ms. Cargill regarding her Freedom of 
Information request on the cost of the dock and the height of the pilings. Ms. Cargill indicated that she 
does not plan to pursue this matter further at this time. 
 
3. Sand Management Report 

 
Chairman von Conta reported that she has received a letter from the Country Club of Fairfield granting 
permission to access their property for the sand removal. Ms. von Conta, Mr. Steadman, and several 
DEEP representatives recently inspected the area of the proposed sand management project to observe the 
vegetation and bird habitat. A DEEP representative expressed concern about potential impacts of the 
proposed project on piping plover habitat. It appears that there has been one nesting pair observed in the 
past but none this year. The HMC will consider opportunities for creating additional habitat and discuss 
this matter further with a representative of the Connecticut Audubon Society, but it is the sense of the 
HMC that public safety in the navigation channel should not be compromised unduly as a result of 
concerns about the potential for piping plover nesting. 
 
Mr. Steadman reported that the HMC has received excellent support from Town DPW Survey Chief Scott 
Leamon and the Survey Department in the preparation of information submitted to the DEEP needed to 
advance this project. 
 
4. Mooring Report 

 
Mr. Marsilius circulated draft revisions to the HMC’s Rules and Procedures for Mooring, Anchoring, and 
Docking Vessels in Southport Harbor. He reported that the Mooring Committee has clarified sections of 
the document and updated it where necessary.  The Committee intends to review several matters affecting 
the Rules and Procedures with the Town Attorney.  Mr. Marsilius requested that the Commissioners 
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review the document and suggest any further changes they think would be appropriate, and that the Rules 
and Procedures be discussed at the next HMC meeting. 
 
5. Review the DEEP Consultation Package related to a proposed application submitted by the 

Country Club of Fairfield to retain and maintain an existing earth berm and lagoon slope at 
936 Sasco Hill Road, Fairfield, CT:   

 
There was no update on this item 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS:  
 
The Harbor Master reported that the Pequot Yacht Club Junior Program operated very smoothly this year. 
He especially commended the instructors and the Chairman of the program. 
 
He also extended special thanks to Robin Bimmel, who is retiring from the Town’s Public Works 
Department and has provided exceptional support for the HMC over the years. 
 
Hugh Smith expressed concern over the number of kayakers and paddle boarders who do not wear life 
jackets. Chairman von Conta said that she will communicate these concerns to Mr. Klemenz of the 
Country Club of Fairfield as it appears that some of this activity originates from the Country Club 
property. 
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
 
none 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, James Harman  moved and Nelson North 
seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:45 p.m. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
James Harman 
Secretary 


