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TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
HARBOR MANAGEMENT COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 20, 2012 

 
A meeting of the Harbor Management Commission (HMC) was held on March 20, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Second Floor Conference Room of the Honorable John J. Sullivan Independence Hall, 725 Old Post 
Road, Fairfield, CT. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mary von Conta, Chairman; John Zygmant; Louis Schueler; Nelson North; 
Norman Marsilius; James Harman; Hugh Smith, Benjamin Baker; and Sandye Mann. ALSO PRESENT: 
Geoff Steadman, HMC Consultant; Thomas Steinke, Conservation Director; Joel Kunkel, Pequot Yacht 
Club; Jeff Engborg, Pequot Yacht Club; Shellfish Commission Members Sanford Wakeman, Chairman, 
and Catherine Raynor-Catropa. 
  
The meeting was called to order at 4:35 p.m. by Chairman von Conta. 
 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 21, 2012 MEETING:   
John Zygmant moved and Nelson North seconded to approve the meeting minutes of February 21, 2012.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
II. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Chairman von Conta reported the following correspondence: 
 
Three letters from Harbor Master Carroll to Town Fiscal Officer Paul Hiller enclosing checks received for 
payment of boaters’ permit fees, mooring maintenance charges and mooring waiting list application fees 
as follows: 
 March 4, 2012: Total of $3510.00: Permit fees: $1900.00; Maintenance charges: $1610.00. 
 
 March 13, 2012: Total of $1070.00: Permit fees: $700.00; Maintenance charges: $320.00; 
mooring waiting list fee: $50.00 (Coady No. 88-2012 list); and 
 
 March 17, 2012: Total of $4505.00: Permit fees: $2600.00; Maintenance charges: $1855.00; 
mooring waiting list fee: $50.00 (Vanderkamp No 89- 2012 list) 
  
March 8, 2012: From Harbor Master Carroll to Dr. Michael Coady, 114 Morgan St.,#418 A, Stamford, 
CT 06905 acknowledging receipt of his  2012 mooring waiting list application and filing fee of $50.00 
and notifying Mr. Carmichael that he is currently # 121 on the waiting list. (Subsequent to the culling of 
the waiting list Dr. Coady’s place on the waiting list became #88.) 
 
March 16, 2012: From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Lucas M. Vanderkamp, 89 Westway Road, 
Southport, CT 06890 acknowledging receipt of his 2012 mooring waiting list application and $50.00 
filing fee and informing Mr. Vanderkamp that he is #89 on the waiting list. 
 
March 12, 2012: From Harbor Master Carroll a “Notice to all Boaters on the Mooring Waiting List” who 
have failed to renew their applications for the Boating Season of 2012 and have therefore been removed 
from the Waiting List. 
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March 13, 2012; From Harbor Master Carroll to Mr. Robin Bimmel, Fairfield Department of Public 
Works conveying the current 2012 Southport Harbor Mooring Waiting List to Mr. Bimmel. 
 
Early in March: Meeting Agenda of the Fairfield Shellfish Commission’s meeting to be held on March 
14, 2012 and a copy of the minutes of the Commission’s February 8, 2012 meeting. 
 
February 22, 2012: an e-mail from Tonia Selmeski, CT Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection Office of Long Island Sound Programs (DEEP OLISP) Analyst, to Chairman von Conta 
informing Chairman von Conta that the HMC’s Lower Wharf Project no longer qualified for a Public 
Hearing and that the HMC need only send the revised plans and an updated narrative to her office. She 
informed Chairman von Conta that upon receipt of these documents she would circulate an amended 
DEEP OLISP Notice of Tentative Determination to approve the proposed project.  This process would 
start a 30 day comment period without provision for a Public Hearing since the proposal, as amended by 
the HMC, would no longer affect any tidal wetlands. 
 
March 19, 2012: an e-mail from Tonia Selmeski, DEEP OLISP Analyst, to Chairman von Conta 
informing Chairman von Conta that the re-notice will be published in the Connecticut Post on March 20, 
2012 and that the comment period will run through April 19, 2012. 
 
March 15, 2012: an e-mail from Tonia Selmeski, DEEP OLISP Analyst, to the first Selectman, Mr. 
Steinke, Mr. Devonshuk, and Ms. von Conta regarding a new DEEP OLISP Procedure which will require 
DEEP OLISP to notify the following local people and organizations about groups of decisions made by 
DEEP OLISP related to activities below the high tide line and in tidal wetlands: 
Municipal CEO, Conservation Commission, Shellfish, Commission, Planning and Zoning Commissions, 
Harbor Management Commission, and the Harbor Master. 
 
Mid March 2012: a copy of the RTM Budget Hearing Schedule for April 2012 citing that the HMC is to 
appear before the RTM on Tuesday April 3, 2012. 
 
Correspondence concerning matters outside of HMC’s jurisdiction: 
 

1. DEEP-OLISP Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve Application #201102986-TS of 
Marianne Ruscito and Fairfield Beach Road Real Estate Holdings to Retain and Repair Two 
Existing Timber Bulkheads For Flood and Erosion Control and Install A Ramp and Float For 
Recreational Boating Access at 1748 & 1754 Fairfield Beach Road, Fairfield, CT. 

 
2. DEEP-OLISP Notice of Tentative Determination to Approve Application #2011060307-TS, of 

Scott and Jennifer Mallek to Retain and Replace A Garage, Install a Driveway, and Install a 
Stormwater Filtration System at 355 Pine Creek Avenue, Fairfield.  
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III. OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Budget Report: Nelson North attended the March 14, 2012 Board of Selectmen/Board of Finance 
meeting in Chairman von Conta’s absence. Mr. North noted that he had provided a justification of the 
request for a 10% increase in the HMC’s 2012-2013 budget, summarizing the  
 
upcoming projects and need for the HMC to retain outside consultants for completion of the sand 
management plan and Lower Wharf project . Mr. North said that the Board of Selectmen/Board of 
Finance approved the HMC’ request for transmittal to the RTM  Fiscal Officer Paul Hiller also advised 
the Board of Selectmen/Board of Finance that the HMC has previously authorized funds (approximately 
$150,000) in a dedicated account that will cover a significant portion of the Lower Wharf project costs. 
Chairman von Conta and Nelson North will attend the April 3, 2012 RTM budget meeting. It is 
anticipated that questions from the RTM members will be provided in advance of that meeting.  
 
Lower Wharf Report: Chairman von Conta advised the HMC that despite the HMC’s vote during the 
HMC’s February 21, 2012 meeting to proceed with the previously scheduled public hearing on the 
pending application, as modified to eliminate the floating dock and pilings on and near the boat launching 
ramp, the CT DEEP had determined that a public hearing was no longer necessary or appropriate in light 
of the modifications to the plans. Accordingly, the CT DEEP published a new public notice concerning 
the modified plans in the newspaper today, providing for a comment period deadline of April 19, 2012. 
Following discussion, Hugh Smith moved, and Louis Schueler seconded to have the HMC submit a letter 
to the CT DEEP reaffirming its continued support for this project, as revised. Motion passed unanimously. 
It was the consensus of the Commission that the HMC is committed to pursuing development of a 
shellfish habitat mitigation project in conjunction with the planned dredging project. Geoff Steadman said 
he is communicating with the CT Bureau of Aquaculture regarding this effort.  Implementation of the 
Lower Wharf project, he said, including preparation of bid documents and construction supervision, will 
be through a coordinated effort involving the HMC, Public Works Department, and HMC engineering 
consultant. 
 
Mooring Report: Norman Marsilius reported that the Mooring Committee had met on two occasions 
since the last HMC meeting. The Committee is reviewing proposed labeling of mooring field areas on a 
mooring layout drawing, which will provide for greater efficiency. A separate number sequence will be 
assigned to each area. The Mooring Committee is also giving consideration to marking mooring balls. 
The Mooring Committee recommends the replacement of two buoys marked “SLOW, NO WAKE” to 
identify the no-wake zone. Mr. Marsilius reported that a cost estimate was obtained in the amount of 
$800.00 to cover the two buoys. He reported that the existing tackle was deemed to be in adequate 
condition. Placement of the buoys was also discussed. Following discussion, Mr. Marsilius moved, and 
James Harman seconded to approve an expenditure not to exceed $800.00 for the purchase of two new 
buoys for Southport Harbor, as recommended by the Mooring Committee. Motion passed unanimously. 
Following inquiry by Sandye Mann, it was noted that the costs were determined to be reasonable for these 
types of items, that the buoys were approximately 6’ long, were counterweighted, were of high quality, 
and were being purchased from a reliable company.  To achieve consistency with regard to the  
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information required from all boat owners, the Committee also discussed sending a letter to the owners of 
all private docks to request copies of vessel registration and insurance information for each boat requiring 
state registration that is berthed at these docks. Mr. Steadman reported that the Town Code requires that 
information regarding the identification of every vessel in the harbor must be provided to the Harbor 
Master. Harbor Master Carroll noted that he had received positive responses to all twelve letters he had 
sent previously requesting that required information. Following discussion, Louis Schueler moved, and 
John Zygmant seconded to approve the proposal by the Mooring Committee to have the Harbor Master 
send letters to the private dock owners requesting a copy of the vessel registration and liability insurance. 
Motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Marsilius also reported that the Committee had received a past report 
by Ocean and Coastal Consultants on storm management and mooring specifications from former HMC 
and Committee member James Bradley. Mr. Steadman will review with Roberge Associates the cost 
involved with preparing a modified mooring layout drawing to depict the information being developed by 
the Committee.  Additionally, the sign on the railing at the Ye Yacht Yard (that directs boaters to the 
vessel pump-out location at Pequot Yacht Club) is broken; cost estimates for a replacement will be 
obtained. 
 
Harbor Master Carroll advised the HMC that the waiting list for a mooring location is down to 89 from 
120 in 2011. Individuals who had failed to meet the deadline (end of February) for renewing their requests 
for remaining on the waiting list were removed from the list, and notified by letter. Four individuals 
contacted the Harbor Master following receipt of the removal notification. In addition, the Harbor Master 
was contacted by the contractor conducting the Illuzzi dredging project in the area known as the Faile 
channel and that additional work is needed to complete this project. The contractor advised Harbor Master 
Carroll that since the amount of material left to dredge is minimal, the DEEP-OLISP may permit this 
activity outside of the time period established for completion.  
 
Sand Management Plan: Chairman von Conta noted that she had recently walked on the sandbar at the 
mouth of the harbor near the federal jetty and was alarmed by the increasing sand accumulation. Mr. 
Santa of Roberge Associates had recommended that the Chairman meet with the Town DPW as soon as 
possible to discuss possible sites in Town where the sand can be relocated. Mr. Steadman said he has 
talked with the DPW Director about this issue and that the Director is available next week for a meeting 
to discuss this matter. 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
James Harman moved, and Nelson North seconded to add the Sasco Brook Watershed Vision placed upon 
this evening’s meeting agenda for discussion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Sasco Brook Watershed Vision: Mr. Steadman provided the HMC with information concerning the 
Sasco Brook Watershed Vision for protecting and improving water quality in the Sasco Brook watershed.  
This document was prepared by the Sasco Brook Pollution Abatement Committee as part of a watershed 
plan to protect and improve water quality in the watershed. The plan is a nonregulatory guidance 
document intended to increase awareness of sources of water pollution and to encourage cost-effective 
measures to address those sources.  The east side of Sasco Brook, upstream to the Post Road, is within the  
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jurisdiction of the HMC.  Mr. Steadman said that the watershed plan and vision were prepared with 
funding assistance from the CT DEEP. A handout was provided which included a summary of the goals 
of the Watershed Vision, including reduction of non-point source pollution, reduction and avoidance of 
point sources of pollution, personal actions for watershed stewardship, active and coordinated watershed 
stewardship by the towns, as well as several other goals. Mr. Steadman advised the HMC that the Sasco 
Brook Watershed covers approximately 10 square miles, with 19% located in the Town of Westport, 
approximately 78% in the Town of Fairfield, and a small portion (approximately 3%) located in the Town 
of Easton. A ceremony for endorsement of the Watershed Vision is scheduled to take place on Earth Day, 
Friday, April 20, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at Southport Beach; some of the invited guests include the First 
Selectmen from all three watershed communities as well as representatives from numerous state and 
federal agencies. A reception will be held at the Fairfield County Hunt Club following the ceremony. 
 
Following discussion it was the sense of the meeting to support the Sasco Brook Watershed Vision to 
protect and improve water quality and to have the Chairman and any other interested Commissioners 
attend the ceremony on April 20th, 2012. 
 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None noted. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT:   
 
There being no further business to come before the HMC, John Zygmant moved, and Norman Marsilius 
seconded to adjourn at 5:52 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Gabriel 


