FAIRFIELD FIRE COMMISSION MEETING
December 8th 2011, 7:11pm
Memorial Room Library
Post Rd Fairfield CT 06824

1. CALLTO ORDER: at 7:00pm by Chairman Thomas Christie

Members Present: Commissioners: Charlene Lebo, Susan Barrett, Felix Giannini, Anthony Jannotta,
Craig van Steenbergen, and Richard Popilowski.

Also Present:

Fire Chief Richard Felner: D.C. Art Reid

Jon Leone and Chris Luciani Jay Hayes 111- Southport Volunteers

Joseph Olzacki- Stratfield Volunteer Fire Dept

Mary Carroll Mirylees- HR

2. Pledge of Allegiance:

3. Moment of Reflection: For 2 Firefighters who died in the line of duty and for all people saving lives
every day.

4. Approval of Minutes: Richard Popilowski motioned, seconded by Anthony Jannotta to approve 10/13
and 11/10/2011 minutes. Motion carried.

5. Old Business:

a) Correspondence

Chief Felner reported received several thank you letters (on file)
b) Chief's Reports

Chief Felner went over his Fire Marshal, Training Center Incident calls and Monthly unit responses
reports in great detail with the Commission. D.C. Art Reid reported met with the Cert team, did
numerous programs with the schools and did a couple of presentations. In addition, met with the
Emergency management team to see what they can improve on etc.

Chief Felner notified the Commission that the residents of Southport asked again for the white truck to
be moved and to date this has not happened. In addition, he asked President Jon Leone would it be
possible to move it for Thanksgiving Day, as one of the neighbors requested this, and that did not



happen either. Chief Felner says there is nothing more he can do, as he has tried to work with President
Leone and other members to no avail and handed it over to the Commission.

President Jon Leone spoke and explained to the Commission that work was being done on the truck and
are about a week or two away from moving it to the Vocational school. Regardless of the options set
forth by the Chief to house the truck, it never seems to work for President John Leone. Commissioner
Anthony Jannotta asked John Leone directly is it that you don’t want to be told to move the truck by the
Fire Chief or answer to the Chief and John Leone answered yes. In addition, Anthony Jannotta said that
it seems you don’t want to take orders or listen to the commission either and he said yes also.

President Jon Leone again requested that the complaints go directly to him. Commissioner Jannotta
requested with approval from the Commission, to reach out to the First Selectman Michael Tetreau to
mediate a resolution. Commissioner Giannini asked to send an email to the Board of Directors to move
the truck to Station 1 and requested that they respond to Chief Felner. Jon Leone was in agreement
with this request. Commissioner Barrett asked how much work was done on the truck Thanksgiving Day.

Southport Volunteer Peter Kopko responded by saying there was a lot of work done on the truck
Thanksgiving Day to get it ready to be moved to the Vocational School. Peter did explain to the
commission that Southport Volunteers serve at the discretion of the Board of Directors. In addition, he
did state he went to President George Russell of Sasquanaug, and he had no information on this
neighbor’s complaint regarding the truck and found the complaints unfounded.

Commissioner Jannotta felt this conversation was not going anywhere, and now you doubt the integrity
of the Fire Chief. Commissioner Giannini and Chairperson Christie were very surprised that no one from

Southport Fire Station used their initiative to speak with the neighbor: it would have been an neighborly
thing to do.

David Becker RTM District 1 proposed that everyone involved would sit down and try to come to an
agreement as there are a lot of issues with the property, and has discussed them with Chief Felner.

b) Mary Carroll from Human Resources submitted a letter (on file) to the Commission from PMA
explaining how Workers Compensation is administered, answered questions, concerns the commission
and Union President Robert Smith had regarding the process.

c) Update Local 1426: President Robert Smith reported Santa Ride will be held Dec 16™ through the
18™. Everything is fine.

d) Southport Volunteer updates: No Report. Commissioner Barrett did ask if everyone was certified,
and D.C. Reid confirmed everything was up to date.

Stratfield Volunteer Dept: Joseph Olzacki announced this was his first meeting and no had nothing to
report.

6. New Business.



a) Election of Officers and 2012 Meeting Dates.

All the Commissioners spoke very highly of Commissioner Jannatta and thanked him for his 10 yrs of
service as his term ends. Commissioner Jannotta thanked everyone for their kind words and felt a lot
was accomplished in that time. Commissioner Popilowski nominated Charlene Lebo for Chairperson of
the Commission, seconded by Commissioner Barrett. Motion carried. Felix Giannini nominated
Commissioner Popilowski for Secretary seconded by Commissioner Jannotta. Motion carried. Chief
Felner did ask Commissioner Jannotta to attend the next month’s meeting.

2012 Meeting Dates as follows:
January 12, 2012, February 9", 2012, March 8", 2012, April 12" 2012, May 10" 2012, June 14" 2012

September 13™ 2012, October 11" 2012, November 8" 2012 and December 13" 2012, and locations will
be announced at a later date.

Commissioner Popilowski motioned, seconded by Commissioner Jannotta to go into Private Executive
session at 8:10pm. Motion carried.

The Commission went to Public session at 8:32pm and adjourned at 8:32pm

Being no further business meeting adjourned at 8:15pm

Respectfully Submitted,
Jude Fitzgerald

Recording Secretary



