FAIRFIELD FIRE COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING
November 5th 2009, @ 611 Old Post Road
2nd floor conference room Old Town Hall, Fairfield CT

1. CALL TO ORDER: at 7:02 by Chairman Richard Popilowski

Members Present:
Chairman: Rlchard Popilowski

Commissioners: David Zabel, Susan Barrett, Charlene Lebo, Thomas Christie
Felix Giannini
Absent: Commissioner Anthony Jannotta

Also Present:

Michael Rose-Attorney representing the Town of Fairfield

Fire Chief Richard Felner, Deputy Chief Arthur Reid

Local 1426: President FF Robert Smith, Secretary Philip Higgins, Trustee Mark Goletz
Pledge of Allegiance

Moment of Reflection: for fallen troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, and Fire fighters throughout the
nation.

Approval of Minutes:

Chairman Richard Popilowski asked for approval of the following regular and special meeting minutes 7-
18,8-6,9-24,10-1 and 10-13 2009. Commissioner Giannini motioned to approve all the minutes as
presented, seconded by Commissioner Susan Barrett. Motion carried unanimously

5. Old Business
a) Correspondece

Chief Felner reported he received numerous thank you letters, phone calls from the Principals and
parents from the different schools regarding the Safety trailer ran by Fire Fighter Robert Smith and
thanked him for coordinating this and for a job well done.

b) Chief's Monthly Reports- submitted

Fire Marshall Report Report: Chief Felner noted for the month of October 32 Plan Review, code
compliance: 76 Field inspections and Fire Investigations 1.



Fire Training Center: Utilized by 536 persons for the month of October totaling 241 hrs.
Incident calls: in comparison to October 2008, there was 843 calls: 2009, 763 calls

Monthly Unit Responses: For October 1176 all written down to what companies responded and how

many times.
Unit Incident Report Year to date: 12,172
Smoke Dedector Program:

Chief Felner reported very successful smoke detector program: replaced over 1200 batteries, and
because of this program Energizer company donated approximately 700 batteries.

Chief Felner reported how the program really has increased over the years, and Commissioner
Popilowski said it was a good factor to remember coming into Budget season. Commissioner Gianniani
asked how far back they keep records on the Incident calls. Chief Felner said have records dating back to
the 1950’s, but Commissioner Giannniani would like to go back approximately 5yrs just to see the
comparison if it was not too much trouble. Chief Felner would be happy to supply the information for

the Commission.
Chief Felner again mentioned the safety trailer and what a great success it was and a job well executed.

Budget time is here and Chief Felner had his first meeting with First Selectman Ken Flatto November
12",

c) Update Local 1426

President FF Smith opened discussions on the HINI vaccines for Fire Fighter First Responders. Chief
Felner said he had to stop all tours of the Fire House due to the HINI but it is for precautionary measures
until this is over, but was warned it is only going to get worse.

d) Volunteer Updates: Discussed fundraisers
6. New Business

Step 2 Grievance Meeting for 09-27. Commissioner Popilowski read the grievance letter to the
Commission, along with Chief Felner’s denial letter of the Grievance.

A discussion ensued with Michael Rose helping the Commission with the language from the Fire

contract.

Commissioner Zabel motioned to deny the grievance, seconded by Commissioner Barrett. Motion
carried unanimously.

Commissioner Zabel explained how his term on the Commission has come to an end and thanked the
Commission for the past 10 yrs and was glad of the opportunity to serve.



Commissioner Popilowski motioned to go into Executive Session at 7:40pm
Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm
Respectfully Submitted

Jude Fitzgerald



