MINUTES OF THE FAIRFIELD FIRE COMMISSION
FAIRFIELD, CONNECTICUT

A Meeting of the Fire Commission was held on Tuesday, October 13, 2009@ 7:00 p.m., in the First
Floor Conference Room of Sullivan Independence Hall.

Members present: Richard Popilowski, Chairman Thomas Christie, Commissioner
Anthony Jannotta, Commissioner David Zabel, Commissioner
Felix Giannini, Commissioner

Also Present: Chief Richard Felner FF Robert Smith, President Local 1426
Deputy Chief Arthur Reid FF Higgins, Secretary Local 1426
Atty. Mike Rose FF Wayne Parks
Atty. Jim Ferguson Meg Learson Grosso, Reporter
FF Wayne Garrison

1. CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. MOMENT OF REFLECTION - for those who died on 9/11 and fallen firefighters.

4. A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER POPILOWSKI FOR PRIVATE EXECUTIVE
SESSION: Second by Commissioner Barrett, 7:09 pm. Attorney, Rose, Attorney Ferguson
and Fire Fighter Parks invited to attend private executive session.

5. PUBLIC SESSION RESUMED. Approximately 8:15 pm.

6. A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER ZABEL TO CHARGE FIREFIGHTER PARKS:
The specific charges that have been conveyed to FF Parks by Comm. Popilowski’s letter
dated 10/11/2009 Motion based on personal view of certain charges are substantiated.
First charge, Failure to Follow Lawful Directive.
FF Parks failure to respond to direct questions regarding use of sick time, nature of injury
and ability to participate in football practice. The conduct by FF Parks exhibited at the
hearings of the Commission; refusal to respond to direct questions. Evidence and conduct
merits that the charge be substantiated.
Second part of this charge; Refusal to waive FERPA rights, Charge should not be any basis
to discipline; perhaps it was unclear that there was a directive to waive FERPA rights.

Second charge; Dishonesty to Commission when FF Parks repeatedly stated he could not
recall days he practiced as distinguished from days he did not. Charge is sustained based on
conduct, lack of candor and dishonesty in from of the Commission.

Second part of this charge; FF Parks provided misleading info regarding receiving private
medical treatments. Charge is not subject to discipline.



Third Category insubordination and evasiveness to the Commission when questioned his
participation in practices, he responded not practicing he was in rehabilitation. He refused
to respond to direct questions about participation in the practices. Charge is substantiated.
Second item to provide responsive medical information he refused to do so. Charge is
substantiated.

Final charge both he and attorney were evasive when Commissioner Janotta stated he was
not satisfied with specificity provided the Commission. FF Parks did not respond to direct

questions. Charge for what he failed to state is substantiated.
FF Parks is not responsible for his Attorneys evasiveness.

Based on summary FF Parks should be charged and disciplined by a suspension of seven
days at the time The Fire Chief to determine start and end dates of the suspension so as not
to disrupt the operation of the Department.
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED
COMMISSIONER GIANNINI RECUSED HIMSELF

7. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made to adjourn, Motion passed unanimously 8:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Popilowski, Chairman Cheryl Lynch, Recording Secretary



